FIGHT RACISM! 


After ten weeks of heroic resistance in Zionist besieged West Beirut, 
the PLO began its evacuation on 21 August. The evacuation of the 
PLO is a bitter setback for the national aspirations of the Palestinian 
people and for the revolutionary masses of Lebanon. The PLO news- 
paper, Filistin Al Thawra said: 


“We have taken the decision for military withdrawal because the 
destruction of Beirut over the heads of half a million Moslems is not 
a mere possibility but has become a reality.” 


The PLO was faced with the overwhelming military. might of the 
Zionist state backed by US and British imperialism. It was forced to 
stand virtually alone as the Arab governments of the region aban- 
doned the Palestinian people and as the working class movements in 
the imperialist countries remained silent and passive. 


ANTISMIN 


FREE DAVID KITSON! 
The 24 hours-a-day non-stop picket outside the South African 
‘Embassy, Trafalgar Square, London, demanding the release of 
David Kitson from prison in South Africa achieved its first vic- 
tory after three days of non-stop picketing. A doctor has been 
sent into Pretoria gaol to examine David Kitson. The publicity 


has forced the racist South African authorities to take steps to 
prevent a further deterioration in David’s health. 


Anti-imperialist paper of the Revolutionary Communist Group 


This is the second time they have been 
forced to do this. The first occurred 
after publicity following the successful 
Free Steven Kitson Campaign (see FRFI 
16) and the widespread interest and con- 
cern about David Kitson and South 
African political prisoners generated by 
a film on the Kitson family made by the 
CBS ‘60 Minutes’ programme for US 


television. At that time they sent David 
Kitson for a ‘check-up’ to a clinic —no 
doubt in case they had to produce him 
before the public. 

However, the concern and interest 
died down. And once again the condi- 
tions under which he is being held are 
giving rise to great concern. David Kit- 
son and the other political prisoners are 


The scale and savagery of the Zionist 
atrocity in the Lebanon is unprece- 
dented. The incessant bombardment of 
West Beirut reduced it to rubble. 30% 
of “all buildings were destroyed ine- 
luding hospitals, schools, clinics, 
houses and apartment blocks. In one 
. 44,000 bombs 
even hour bom- 


were dropped i 


bardment which destroyed 700 houses. 
Even the Canadian Ambassador was 
forced to state that it made the bombing 
of ‘Berlin in 1944 look like a tea-party’. 
The human toll is incalculable. Thou- 
sands are dead and tens of thousands 
continued on page 2 


being held in the temporary holding wing 
for the criminally insane at the notorious 
Pretoria Central hanging gaol. There is 
no heating, hot water or reasonable exer- 
cise facilities, and David Kitson suffered 
severe bronchilis last winter and again 
this winter. The weather in Pretoria is 
now extremely cold. 

Since 1979 the South African authori- 
ties have said they would move the polit- 
ical prisoners to a’prison with long-term 
facilities ‘in a few months’, ‘in three 
months’, and they have continued to 
promise it ever since. Their communica- 
tion to the British Foreign Office on 18 
June 1982 said the prisoners would be 
moved on | August. To date they have 

continued on page 3 


STOP PRESS 


On Monday, the sixth day of the picket, 
the police stepped up their harassment 
again. At 10.10am they arrested Steven 
Kitson for ‘obstructing the highway’. 
He was sitting where picketers have 
been sitting for five days—in no way 
obstructing anyone. The police then 
demanded two sureties of £25010 release 
him —an unprecedented demand given 
the charge. Eventually, on being ques- 
tioned about this they reduced the sure- 
ties to two of £50, Steven will appear in 
Bow Street Magistrates Court on Tues- 
day. The family says they will not be inti- 
midated by these vindictive actions of 
the police. The picket will go on until its 
demands are met. 
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LEEDS POLICE 
ATTACK 
ANTI-RACISTS 


A concerted and vicious police attack on black and anti-racist white 
youth in Leeds culminated on 21 August with the violent assault anc 
arrest of three youths — Garvey Harris, Mohan Pipial and Les Haw. 
The arrests took place after the third in a series of militant demonstra 
tions against police harassment and police inactivity in the face o! 
mounting fascist attacks. This brings to ten the number of arrests 
suffered by Leeds anti-racists in the past five weeks. Most of those 
arrested are FRFI supporters and activists in the local Precinc’ 
Defence Campaign. 


The three arrests took place when some 
of those who had attended the earlier 
demonstration went to the Precinct to 
hand out leaflets and sell FRFI. They 


had not even begun to do this when sud- 
denly the police came and grabbed 17 
year old Mohan Pipial, four of them 
dragging him to a police van. They then 
singled out their other two victims, both 
prominent in the campaign against 
police harassment. Garvey Harris, a 
black FRFI supporter, was slammed 
into the side of a police van, handcuffed 
and once in the police van was slapped. 
This slap perforated his eardrum. An 
even more violent scene accompanied 
Les Haw’s arrest. He is well known loc- 
ally because he is a skinhead with strong 
anti-racist views. Police jumped on Les 
pushing him to the ground. This caused 
Les, currently receiving treatment for 
epilepsy, to have an epileptic fit and in 
the midst of a fit he was handcuffed and 
dragged to a police van. Horrified 
onlookers protested to the police in 
vain, 

All three were charged with threaten- 
ing behaviour likely to cause a breach of 
the peace and Garvey, additionally with 
criminal damage to a police van. 
Immediately word of the arrests spread 
a noisy -" 4 g@rthered outside the 
police station ar _.wucitors were sent to 
the police station. Also, Bob Cryer MP 
phoned .the police as did numerous 
councillors, journalists and anti-racist 
from as far afield as Newcastle anc 


Scotland. The police, taken aback an 
this. response, immediately 
press statement saying that 
were nol connected with 


march against police harassment. But to 
Bob Cryer they said they would be 
opposing bail for all three because 
otherwise they would go and organise 
more protests! 

If the police were hoping to crush the 
spirit of the three, they were very much 


continued on page 4 
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EDITORIAL 


IRA BOMBS IN 
LONDON 


The renewed IRA military action in Britain, with the IRA bombing on 
20 July against military personnel in Central London, has predictably 
brought forth the usual reactionary and hypocritical attacks on the 


Irish people’s struggle. 

From the ruling class hypocrites to 
middle class socialists there was a tor- 
rent of abuse, slander and lies directed 
at the IRA. British imperialism has no 
scruple about murdering unarmed Rep- 
ublicans in cold-blood, blowing out the 
brains of children with plastic bullets 
and brutally torturing prisoners in inter- 
rogation centres and specially-built 
concentration camps in the Six Counties 
of Ireland. Yet when the IRA retaliates 
by attacking military targets in Britain, 
the ruling class and its friends do not 
hesitate to cry out ‘This is foul and 
cowardly murder!’ As communists the 
RCG unequivocally condemns the hyp- 
ocrisy of British imperialism, The IRA 
is fighting a legitimate national lib- 
eration struggle with the mass support 
of the Irish people. Communists in 
Britain support that struggle and 
therefore defend the right of the Irish 


PLO WILL FIGHT ON! 


continued from page 1 

maimed. The Zionists sealed off West 
Beirut, starving the people of food, 
water, electricity and medicine. Then 
they pounded it day after day with mis- 
siles, phospherous bombs, cluster 
bombs and the devastating implosion 
bomb. One implosion bomb literally 
flattened an eight storey building in a 
few seconds. The effect of the phos- 
pherous bombs was deadly, an Oxfam 
volunteer aid of one victim, 


‘The burns were right through his 
skin and subcutaneous tissue down to 
the charred muscles in his arms and 
chest. His left leg dangled off the 
operating table. His foot was burned 
off and the exposed cartilage was still 
smouldering. When his nose was 
pinched, puffs of smoke appeared 
from his lungs. He was burning inside 
for six hours. He will not survive.” 


people to use whatever tactics they 
choosé in pursuit of their democratic 
right to national self-determination. All 
the deaths, injuries and suffering arising 
from the war of national liberation are 
directly the responsibility of British 
imperialism, its agents within the work- 
ing class, and all those who refuse to 
give unconditional support to the Irish 
people’s struggle. 

Most disgusting amongst these allies 
of imperialism are the British middle 
class socialists. Every military action in 
Britain by the Republican movement 
since the first in 1972 has been con- 
demned by these middle class socialists. 


The latest bombings are no exception. 


CPGB 

‘The outrageous bombings carried 
out in central London yesterday by 
the Provisional IRA must be totally 
condemned.’ Morning Star21.7.82 


The real face of Zionism is now revealed 
for all the world to see —a fascist, geno- 
cidal war machine. And this war mach- 
ine is supplied, equipped and backed by 
US and British imperialism. 


Whilst thousands were being massa- 
cred by the Zionists, US President 
Reagan sent birthday greetings to the 
butcher Begin. Nor could the Zionists 
have wreaked such havoc in Beirut but 
for the fact that in the month prior to 
the invasion the USA supplied them 
with $217 million of arms. This was ten 
times more than in the equivalent period 
for 1980. That is proof enough that the 
US imperialists knew of and blessed the 
invasion of Lebanon. And whilst Israel 
was bombing, the US imperialists 
engaged in mock diplomacy. Every time 
US errand-boy Habib said he was on the 
verge of a ‘peace settlement’, the 
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WRP 

‘We denounce these bombings in the 

strongest possible terms...’ 

Newsline 21.7.82 

SWP 

‘If Margaret Thatcher had thrown the 

London bombs herself she would 

have been hard pressed to improve on 

the timing of the Provisional IRA.” 
Socialist Worker 24.782 


The SWP led the chorus of reaction by 
attacking the IRA in four consecutive 
issues of its newspaper Socialist 
Worker. It spread the ridiculous slander 
and lie that the IRA had allowed ‘news- 
paper editors the perfect chance to drop 
the real Tory crime — unemployment — 
from their front pages’. So according to 
Socialist Worker, the murder, torture 
and brutalisation of Irish people is not 
at ‘real’ crime at all. In the same vein 
Socialist Worker whines on: 


On the very day when the depths of 
the Government’s callousness, hyp- 
ocrisy and incompetence were laid 


Zionists renewed their bombardment 
whilst US imperialism looked on, Brit- 
ish imperialism, founder of the Zionist 
state, raised no objection to Zionist 
terror. The atrocity in the Lebanon was 
carried out by the Zionists but it is the 
hands of imperialism which drip with 
blood, 


Zionist plans in Lebanon 


Having forced the PLO out of Beirut 
the Zionists’ aim is to transform Leb- 
anon into a puppet state. On 23 August 
Zionist-backed Phalange leader Gem- 
ayel was’ ‘elected’ President of Leb- 
anon. The fascist Phalange co-operated 
with the Zionists in their war against the 
PLO and are now being rewarded for 
their services. Gemayel will be the 
instrument used to suppress” the 
revolutionary masses of Lebanon and 
Palestine. 

The Israelis clearly aim to annexe 
parts of South Lebanese territory. They 
have bulldozed all refugee camps and 


bare, Thatcher was presented with 
the perfect distraction.’ 


How low can Socialist Worker sink? 

The government’s callousness and 
hypocrisy, like the Labour 
government’s before it, has been clear 
for a long period of time —in Ireland! 
None are so blind as those who will not 
see. The LRA bombs have not distracted 
British workers from fighting back 
against the reactionary policies of this 
government or the Labour government 
before it. The fact is that there has 
simply been no fightback. The British 
labour movement, its leaders and 
official organisations, long corrupted 
through their support for British 
imperialist oppression of the Irish 
people, have proved incapable of 
fighting back. Marx said long ago that 
the British working class will never 
accomplish anything until it has 
separated its policy from that of the 
ruling class on Ireland and made 
common cause with the Irish. It has not 
done so — neither has Socialist Worker. 
This is what explains the political 
inability of the British working class to 
fight back, not IRA military operations 
in Britain, 


Victory to the Irish People! 
Troops Out Now! 
Hands Off Ireland! 


ok. 
Old woman in despair in Beirut 

On the West Bank too Zionist expan- 
sionism has moved forward. Nearly all 
elected Palestinian councillors have 
been expelled, four new Zionist settle- 
ments established and control of all 
water supplies passed to the Israeli 
Water Board. Whilst imprisoning the 
real leaders of the Palestinian people, 
Israel is grooming a puppet organisa- 
tion —the Village Leagues —to act as a 
collaborationist force. 


The struggle continues 


The Israeli victory in Beirut has 
strengthened the forces of reaction — 
the Lebanese fascists, the Zionists and 
imperialism. Imperialism will now be 
actively encouraged in its aim of sup- 
pressing all progressive movements in 
the Middle East. However, the struggle 
of the Palestinian people for self-deter- 
mination has not been crushed under 
the rubble of Beirut. The struggle will go 
on on the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Leba- 
non and in Israel itself. 

The PLO demonstrated its fighting 
ability and courage in West Beirut. The 
PLO fighters now leaving Beirut carry 
with them a fierce determination to 
carry on the battle on other fronts. 


Roy Spring, Maxine Williams 


AFRICA 
IN BRIEF 


@ Playing football with 
apartheid 


Jimmy Hill and his collection of soccer 
mercenaries were kicked out of South 
Africa when black footballers refused to 
play them. They were met by large protest 
demonstrations and the games that were 
played were boycotted by black football 
fans. Their so-called ‘concern’ for black 
youngsters was exposed for the sham it 
was. Their only concern was how much 
money they were being paid. The football- 
ers were mostly over the hill, has-beens, 
including Dave Watson ex-England inter- 
national. Dave Watson was one of the 
sports personalities who sponsored the 
Anti-Nazi League. Opposing fascists in 
Britain when you are an England interna- 
tional is OK it seems, but when you are an 
ex-England international and South Afri- 
can fascists dangle a large pay cheque in 
front of you, principles go out of the win- 
dow. This tour also caused a headache for 
the SWP, who founded the ANL. The SWP 
is opposed to the campaign to isolate 
South Africa but it did not have the nerve 
to spell this out in relation to this reaction- 
ary tour. So in an article headed ‘is foot- 
ball in South Africa progressive?’ it 
suggests that a boycott is an ‘easy option’ 
since football is a mainly black sport in 
South Africa. One thing is certain: that 
black footballers and spectators in South 
Africa are more progressive than the SWP 
—they don't hesitate to boycott tours by 
white football mercenaries, backed by 
South African capital. 
, Bob Shepherd 


@ Murder in apartheid prison 


Ernest Moabi Dupale, a 21 year old black 
student, was found hanged in his cel at 
the notorious John Vorster Square Police: 
Headquarters in Johannesburg on saa 
ust. Ernest Dupale was the 47th known 
detainee to be murdered in apartheid pris- 
ons. And like many previous murders, 
the regime tried to pass this one off too as 
‘suicide’. Ernest was due to face charges 
under the Internal Security Act on the day 
after his murder. Like many other South 
African militants he had been detained for 
4 months by security police last year. 
Because of the newly amended Internal 
Security Act hurriedly changed after the 
mass political demonstration at Neil 
Aggett’s funeral, a similar hero’s burial 
could not be given to Ernest Dupale. The 
latest additions to the Act prohibits any 
declaration of support for political organ- 
isations at funerals, forbids posters, ban- 
ners and even a funeral procession. The 
coffin must be carried along a heavily- 
policed pre-defined route. Nevertheless, 
at the funeral a priest was jeered for refer- 
ring to the message of Christian forgive- 
ness and was answered with chants of 
‘An injury to one is an injury to all!’ by the 
300 mourners. 

Susan Davidson 


@ South African war against 
Namibia and Angola 


Whilst the major imperialist powers — 
USA, Britain, France, West Germany — are 
manoeuvring to force the South West Afri- 
can People’s Organisation (SWAPO) to 
accept imperialist terms for a settlement 
to the Namibian liberation war, the apart- 
heid regime is stepping up its military war 
against SWAPO’s army, the Peoples Lib- 
eration Army of Namibia (PLAN) and the 
people of Angola whose revolutionary 
government provides refuge and bases 
for the Namibian liberation movement. 
Throughout the summer South African 
troops continued to attack Angolan ter 
tory. A major attack occurred on 19 Jully 
but was only admitted three weeks later. 
Then on Tuesday 10 August, in another 
attack, South African troops killed 173 
people. As the Israelis are Going in LeDa- 
non, the apartheid regime is seeking to 
achieve a so-called ‘peaceful political 


settlement’ by the use of the most vicious 
\ military means. 
| Sue Davidson 


Maputo, Mozambique. 


Her murder is the latest in a series of murders carried out by 
the South African fascist state, designed to eliminate the 
intimidate and demoralise the 
liberation movement and its supporters. Many of the most 
recent attacks have taken place in the frontline states with the 
specific intention of discouraging aid to the ANC. The South 
African barbarians will not succeed. 


leaders of the ANC and 


The South African government’s most 
recent atrocities and murders include 
the murder of twelve ANC members in 
Matola, Mozambique, Joe Gqabi ANC 
representative in Zimbabwe, Cde 
Nzima and his wife in Swaziland, Dr 
Neil Aggett and Griffiths Mxenge, and 
Moabi Dipale who was murdered in 
detention a few weeks ago, the 47th 
person to die in this way. Earlier this 
year the ANC offices in London were 
bombed. This campaign of apartheid 
terror has not deterred the ANC who, 
true to their slogan Don’t mourn, 
mobilise! , have intensified their struggle 
against the apartheid regime. 

Ruth First gave a lifetime of struggle 
to the cause of liberation in Southern 
Africa. She was one of the 156 defend- 


~ ants in‘the notorious Treason Trial in 
~ the 1950s, and she was detained and 


tortured at the time of the Rivonia trial 
when Nelson Mandela and other ANC 
leaders were sentenced to life imprison- 
ment. During her exile from South 
Africa she remained a dedicated fighter 
against apartheid. Her work in Mozam- 
bique was of vilal importance to the 
anti-imperialist liberation struggle, with 
practical application to the problems 
facing Mozambique’s transition to 
socialism. 

Fight Racism! 


Fight Imperialism! 


APARTHEID 
MURDERS 


On Tuesday 18 August Ruth First, leading member of the 
African National Congress, was murdered by the South African 
Secret Service. She died instantly from a powerful parcel bomb 
that exploded in her offices in the Centre for African Studies in 


“Ruth First 


salutes the memory of Ruth First. Ina 
letter of condolence to the ANC, FRFI 
wrote: 


‘Recognising the role of British imp- 
erialism in supporting and sustaining 
barbaric apartheid, FRFI strongly 
denounces and condemns British 
imperialism which furnishes the ract 
regime with the means -— political, 
military, economic and diplomatic — 
for carrying out such bloody acts. We 
note that the letter bomb which killed 
Ruth First was posted from London! 

Her memory will be an inspiration 
and the struggle will continue until 
victory! 


Susan Davidson 


FREE DAVID 


not been moved. Because of this the 
Kitson family decided that this cam- 
paign was necessary. , 

The indefinite picket began on 25 
August 1982—David Kitson’s 63rd 
birthday and he will soon begin his 19th 
year of a 20-year sentence in South 
African prisons. The demands of the 
picket are @ David Kitson’s removal 
from Pretoria Central gaol; @ to secure 
his release — there has never been remis- 
sion for political prisoners @ to 
highlight the position of all South 
African political prisoners. 

The picket has attracted widespread 
support from many organisations and 
trade unions, including that from the 
whole parliamentary Labour Party. It is 
an impressive picket which occupies the 
whole area outside the South African 
embassy. This had to be won against 
consistent police harassment. First no 
chairs were allowed — the picket insisted 
and the picket won. Then no camp beds 
and sleeping bags. The picket made a 
stand. Two on the picket were arrested 
and charged with obstruction on the 
first night. But again the picket stood its 
ground and a camp bed and sleeping 
bags can now be put up at night. The 
area occipied by the picket has in- 
creased. The majority on the picket are 
young —some joined permanently after 


KITSON! 


continued from page 1 
passing by. There are also many 
comrades of David Kitson and members 
of different political organisations. The 
picketers write their stories in a picket 
book which records each day’s partici- 
pants and activities 


‘My friend had come to London for 
the day and she had seen what was 
going on. Steven Kitson had explained 
to her and she told me about this and 
we both came up (and stayed) Karen 
] was thinking it was a bit of a giggle. 
After a while I got genuinely interes- 
ted and decided I would go back and 
learn a bit more. Now I can’t keep 
away-—I’m doing something right 
and useful Yvonne, 15 years old 


After banging my head against the 
brick -wall of apathy in Epsom for 15 
months, after trying to mobilise with- 
oul success interest in the heroic 
struggles in South Africa, Namibia, 
Lebanon, Ireland...imagine my 
feelings when | came to Trafalgar 
Square and found people prepared to 
continue this into an all out continual 
demonstration of solidarity. We need 
to putaction behind our slogans! Dave 


The picket carries out its work with 
determined discipline. Many young 
people have taken on responsibilities. 


‘BLACK MINERS 
STRIKE BACK 


In the first week of July 30,000 black miners in South Africa went on 
strike against South African, British and US owned mining compan- 
ies to demand pay increases to take them above starvation level. It 
was part of a wave of strikes in South Africa by black workers which, 
in the past 18 months, have exceeded the number of strikes in Britain 
(which has a far larger, more organised workforce). As is usual in 
South Africa, the police were used to break up the strike, but in this 
case the police were particularly vicious. 


The Chamber of Mines, which repre- 
sents all the major mining houses in 
South Africa announced the lowest pay 
increase (12%) for black workers for 
many years: a pay increase far below the 
rate of inflation. Miners responded by 
refusing to go underground on at least 
eight. mines. Racist police were then 
brought in, and, using armoured cars, 
machine guns, CS gas and rifles, they 
broke the strike and forced the workers 
underground. At least 10 workers were 
killed, hundreds injured and over 2,000 
forced to flee to the bantustans. 

~ Black miners, whose struggles are 
“suppressed so viciously, earn as little as 
£60a month. White miners, on the other 


hand. earn on average £500 per month. 


They occupy all the senior positions, 
and their unions are thoroughly racist. 


When the black workers went on strike, 
the leader of the white trade unionists, 
Arrie Paulus, stated that white miners 
were against black miners and if black 
miners did not like the jobs they were 
given they should go and look for jobs 
‘in their own homelands’. When the 
black workers voiced their grievances, 
they were shot; they were given an ulti- 
matum—you work or you go home. 
When the white workers threatened to 
strike over pay, the Chamber of Mines 
immediately settled their demands stat- 
ing that the settlement had averied a 
‘threatened strike which could have 
proved catastrophic to the national 
economy and to the mining industry’. 
This statement came only days after the 
slaying of the black workers: their lives 
are irrelevant to the ‘national economy” 


of South Africa and the filthy business 
men. 

The mines, and particularly the gol 
mines, are central to the South Africa 
economy producing 51% of the tot: 
world output of gold—' of Sout 
Africa’s exports, In 1980 this mear 
18% of South Africa’s Gross Domest! 
Product, although with the fall in th 
price of gold, this fell to 13% in 1981.1! 
1980 the assets of the 7 leading minin 
houses was estimated at 3.5bn, 50% c 
which was owned by British and U 
imperialism. It is part of the very base e 
the South African economy, achieved z 
the expense of the black people of Sout 
Africa: it is estimated, for example, tf 
between 1973 and 1976 3,000 mines 
died in accidents in South African m 
whilst in the same period 178 bl 
strikers died, 1,043 were injured. 

South Africa’s mineworkers have 
history of militancy of which Je 
strike is a part. Previous strikes hay 
always been at important moments t 
the development of the liberation move 
ment of South Africa, and this & = 
exception. The increasing mi 
the black South African w 
together with the incr 
and audacity of their guerilla movemes 
Umkhonto we Sizwe are developing 
voleano which South Africa canne 
stop. 


Chris Fraser 
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There are now two picket secretaries. 
Food is brought to the picket by those 
on the picket and members of the pub- 
lic. Lawyers have offered to help and 


have come at night to ensure the picket | 


is safe. Nearly 5,000 people have signed 
the petition calling for the release of 
Dave Kitson and all South African pol- 
itical prisoners. The picketers sing 
freedom songs they have learnt in both 
English and African languages. There is 
a lively. atmosphere and a feeling of 
solidarity. Political groups volunteered 
and have ensured the security of the 
picket overnight. Four security guards 
are on duty each night. Hundreds have 
joined the picket — some stay an hour, 
some a day, some have not left since the 
start. With this spirit and fight the 
picket is sure to score victories. 
Pledges of support and 
the picket are urgently needed. They 


should be sent to City Branch, Anti- | 


Apartheid Movement, c/o 22 Brown- 
low Mews, London WC1. The Kitson 
family are available to speak at meetings 
in support of the picket. Organise them. 


FRFI calls on all its readersto support | 


the picket. Join it! 


Free David Kitson 

Release all South Africa Political 
Prisoners 

Victory to the ANC 


David Reed 


donations to | 


STOP THE 
HANGINGS 


On 6 August three more members of the African National Congres 
were sentenced to death for fighting against the racist system i 
South Africa. They left court with raised fists singing freedom songs 
They need massive international support to force South Africa t 


commute these death sentences. 


Thelle Simon Mogoerane, Jerry Semano 
Mosololi and Marcus Thabo Motaung 
were charged with a number of highly 
successful military operations against 
the apartheid regime. Usi Soviet 
made AK47 sub-machine guns, RPG7 


bazookas, hand grenades and limpet - 


mines, these operations included three 
attacks on police stations (in which four 
policemen died), sabotage of railway 
lines and an attack on the Capital Park 
power sub-station between 1979 and 
1981. 

In court the three told of the torture 
dealt out to them by the police after their 
arrest, Thelle Mogoerane had rope tied 


| around his neck and linked to a tree so 


that he was forced to stand on tip-toes to 
avoid strangulation. Jerry Mosololi had 
a wet plastic bag placed over his head 
while a dog was made to bite him. Both 
were later given electric shocks, Thelle 
Mogoerane had a wooden pole inserted 
between his legs whereupon he was sus- 
pended between a table and chair and 
then interrogated. He also had a pistol 
placed in his mouth by one policeman as 
another banged the table simulating the 
sound of ashot being fired. He explained 
in his statement that he hadbeen a mem- 
ber of the Students Representative 
Council in Soweto in 1976 when he was 


17. He had been forced to leave after th 
uprising of that year and the ens 
mass murder of black students 
children. His experience had shown 
that the racist system of apartheid cow 
only be overthrown by armed force, ar 
he had returned three years later as : 
trained guerilla soldier. 

The guerilla operations are a part © 
the increasingly strong military ca 
paign of the ANC, and the death 
ces against the three are part of 
Africa’s increasingly vicious yet 
attempt to stem the tide of this r 
ment of the oppressed. Earlier this y 
Petrus Lubisi, Ncimbithi Mashi 
Naphtali Manana had their di 
tences commuted owing to the 
international support which t 
Three more ANC member: 
Tsotsobe, Johannes Shaba 
David Moise have their ap; 
their death sentences heard 
ber 3. The need for soli 
ANC, particularly from wit 
which 
South 
ortant. Loud and clear w 
Thelle Mogoe 
Marcus M 
they are noi c 
Chris Fraser 


gives so much suppor acts 


Africa has never bee ore 


FIGHT 
RACISM 
IN BRIEF 


@ British banks’ veto on black 
bourgeoisie 

ip his famous report, Lord Scarman stated 
that ‘the encouragement of black people 
to secure a real stake in their own com- 
snunity through business and the profes- 
sions, is of great importance if further 
social stability is to be secured’. In short, 
Lord Scarman wanted some black capital- 
ists to exploit and control the black work- 
ing class on behalf of the imperialists. Yet 
the banks seem determined to prevent 
this! 

A recent study by the London Borough 
of Lambeth showed that while 6 per cent 
of whites who wanted to open a business 
were refused a start-up loan by the banks, 
74 per cent of Afro-Caribbeans had been 
refused. For those blacks able to get a 
joan, the banks demanded higher security 
than from whites. 


@ Home Office rakes it in as it 
kicks you out 


Not content with inflicting misery and 
hardship on millions of people with its 
new Nationality Act, the Home Office is 
planning to makea fat profit out of it atthe 
same time. Applications for citizenship 
either by registration or naturalisation will 
cost £200. Now newly published figures 
show that between now and next April, 
the Home Office expects to spend £5.7m 
on processing applications, but to collect 
6.9m — a profit of £1.2m. Everywhere imp- 
erialism has to have its pound of flesh. 


-@ Home Office sentences 


lranians to death 


t 
Britain is the only Imperialist country 
which still deports people to Iran, despite 


the evidence of the thousands tortured 
and executed there. Two students study- 
ing in Yorkshire, Araf Eqbal and 
Muhammad Ardestany, are known to 
have been executed shortly after arriving 
in Iran, There are some 30,000 Iranians in 
Britain, many of whom are students, who 
can be deported as soon as their courses 
nave finished. Last year, the British gov- 
ernment deported 59 Iranians while 289 
who had applied for refugee status were 
turned down. When Timothy Raison, the 
minister at the Home Office, was visited 
by a delegation, he refused to make any 
exception in the immigration rules, 
although he admitted these had been 
bent for Poles and Afghanis. This govern- 
ment is truly an ally of counter-revolution 
throughout the world and trims its 
immigration policy to match. 

SP 


@ Walthamstow 

The Sadiq family in Walthamstow has had 
paraffin poured through their letter box 
twice within a week. The family, including 
their six children, have been lucky so far 
that they have not been hurt. On one occa- 
sion a mob of teenagers screamed insults 
outside the family home and a group of 
400 people watched as a woman from the 
group poured the paraffin through the let- 
ter box and set it alight. Meanwhile, as Mr 
Sadiq said ‘the police did not move them 
away’. Victimisation of Asian families by 
racist thugs is rife in Walthamstow. The 
police are doing nothing to stop these 
terror tactics. 

AG 


© Harassment on Merseyside 


Barry Coy, 20, a professional ice hockey 
player who is black, has given up using his 
high performance Ford Escort car 
because of constant racist harassment 
by the police. Since January he has been 
stopped more than 100 times by the 
police. He has been stopped up to five 
times in one evening, and has even been 
arrested on suspicion of stealing his own 
car! ‘It gets to the point’, he said, ‘where! 
can never guarantee to be anywhere on 
time because | know | will be held up by 


AE 
PHIL ROBINS 


HARASSED 
IN JAIL 


Phil Robins, the black footballer framed after being shot by the Liver- 
pool police with CS gas shells, is now in the fifth month of his eighteen- 
months prison sentence. But the Liverpool police and the Preston 
Prison authorities are not satistied with depriving him of his liberty 
and are now subjecting him to added harassment. 


Phil is still troubled by the wounds he 
received 14 months ago in July 1981. 
But as a result of demanding a proper 
medical examination he lost 14 days 
remission, was kept in solitary for 14 
days, and was denied other privileges. 
He has also been threatened by the 
police in an attempt to intimidate him 
into withdrawing a complaint. FRFI 
readers may remember that when Phil 
went to court last January charged with 
burglary, he was seized by policemen 
just as he was about to step into the 
courtroom, arresting him on a second 
trumped-up burglary charge. They 
manhandled him to the cells, refusing to 
allow him to appear in court, and refus- 
ing him access to his solicitor. A com- 
plaint was lodged with the police, and 
Phil and various witnesses to the inci- 
dent gave statements to his solicitor. 
Now Phil has been visited at the prison 
by a police officer, demanding that he 


continued from page | 


mistaken. Placed in a cell with other 
prisoners also being held until Monday, 
all the prisoners promptly formed them- 
selves into the ‘Monday Club’ and spent 
most of one night talking about Mal- 
colm X and George Jackson! 

But the police are determined to crush 
the growing movement, and with the 
vindictiveness of a wounded scorpion 
they opposed bail for the three. Garvey 
Harris, however, got bail as did Les 
Haw, the latter with the condition that 
he does not go into the city centre. But 
Mohan Pipial was denied bail inaclearly 
racist and politically motivated decision 
by the Court, It is an extraordinary deci- 
sion given the relatively minor charges he 
faces. The refusal of bail is being fought 
but if it continues to be refused then he 
faces imprisonment until October! ° 


Fascists attack — police 
arrest anti-facists! 

The series of 10 arrests in Leeds began 
when local youth supported by FRFI 
began to organise to fight fortheirrights, 
especially the right to walk the streets of 
Leeds free from fascist attacks and 
police harassment. In fact the dividing 
line between fascist and police attacks 
has all but disappeared in Leeds and a 
frequent chant on marches is ‘Stop 
Police Harassment! Fascists Off The 
Streets! Stop Police Harassment! Cop- 
pers Off the Streets!’ The fightback 
began when a series of fascist attacks 
occurred, In late June the Precinct pub 
was besieged by fascists threatening to 
burn it down. On 3 July dozens of fas- 
cists roamed around Leeds attacking 
people and chanting ‘Sieg Heil’. A black 
child was slashed across the face and a 
white woman also slashed for going out 
people were 


make another statement there and then, 
with the threat that the police would 
otherwise not pursue the complaint. 
Phil refused to do this, telling them to 
contact his solicitor. He has since writ- 
ten to Chief Constable Oxford, com- 
plaining about this policeman. The Free 
Phil Robins Campaign has written to 
MPs asking them to protest about these 
instances of harassment. 

Two MPs, Bob Parry and Dafydd 
Wigley had earlier posed written ques- 
tions concerning Phil to Home Secretary 
Whitelaw in the House of Commons. 
Andin answer to one of these, Whitelaw 
was forced to admit that he has also 
received letters from 10 MPs about the 
campaign. Despite his earlier categorical 
statement that no shots were fired 
directly at people in Liverpool last year, 
the campaign has now forced him to ask 
Oxford for a report on claims that Phil 
was hit with direct shots. Whitelaw also 


'DEFEND LEEDS — 
ANTI RACISTS 


their lives, pursued through streets and 
shops by fascists. The police present 
watched these events but did nothing to 
stop them. A security guard at a big store 
grabbed hold of some fascists who were 
attacking a black youth and presented 
them to a policeman demanding “Arrest 
them’. The policeman refused. Over the 
past years black people have learnt that 
the police will not defend them from fas- 
cist attacks. On the contrary, police and 
fascists cooperate in their racist attacks. 


17 July —- Black and white anti-racist 
youth walking in a group in the city cen- 
tre were told to split up and Mohan 
Pipial and Les Haw were arrested. The 
Precinct 2 Defence Campaign was 
formed. 

24 July-A march called by the Pre- 
cinct 2 Defence Campaign. Police told 
those assembled that they would be 
arrested if they marched, despite the 
police having been informed that the 
march was to take place. 

34 July—-Another march called. 60 
people took part. This time local protests 
about police behaviour on the last march 
forced the police to allow it to go ahead. 
7 August - After a second demonstra- 
tion of 80 people, members of the cam- 
paign returned to the Precinct to sell 
FRFI and hand out leaflets. Police 
arrested three of them including Les 
Haw again. 

47 August-Mohan Pipial and 
another black youth arrested after being 
attacked by a drunk. Charged with 
breach of the peace and flyposting. 

241 August-The latest three arrests 
with the police singling out Les Haw and 
Mohan Pipial once again. 


The fight is now on to get Mohan Pipial 
released from prison and to defeat police 
attempts Lo suppress a growi 
ment of bla 


police and fascist 


revealed that he has instituted inquiries 
to see whether there is any evidence now 
available which would ‘justify’ his inter- 
vention. But to the questions from Bob 
Parry as to whether he would set up 
public inquiries into Phil’s conviction or 
into the use of CS gas projectiles in Tox- 
teth in 1981, Mr Whitelaw had a single 
word answer to show his contempt: 
‘No’. 

The campaign has continued to org- 
anise street events in Liverpool 8 and in 
the city centre, with displays of photo- 
graphs of Phil’s horrific injuries attract- 
ing the attention of shoppers and 
prompting them to sign the petition. 
The campaign supported a picket on the 
Town Hall on 28 July, the anniversary 
of the murder of David Moore, and on 
26 August a successful picket was held 
outside Preston Prison. At the start of 
the new football season, the campaign 
will be petitioning outside Southport 
Football ground, the club where Phil 
used to be a player, Leafletling has 
already started in the Southport area. 

Letters of support and donations 
have been coming in from various parts 
of the country. One FRFI reader sent 
£40, another sent £10. FRFI urges all its 
readers to follow this example, and to 
turn their solidarity for Phil Robins into 
concrete support for the campaign in 
whatever way they are able. 


Information, leaflets, petitions 
from: Free Phil Robins Cam- 
paign, PO Box 52, Liverpool L69 
8AT. (Cheques/POs payable to 
‘Free Phil Robins Campaign’. 


Jennifer Tait 


New allies - old enemies 


The determined struggle of black youth 
against police harassment is winning 
allies, particularly amongst white work- 
ing class youth. A new anti-fascist, anti- 
racist movement based on black and 
white working class youth who know 
that their enemy is the British state, is 
being forged in struggles like that going 
onin Leeds. When asked why he, a skin- 
head, supports the struggle against 
racism, Les Haw said: 


‘The people of today have to fight for 
their rights to walk the streets free 
from being picked up by the police. 
Most of all the white youth should go 
against fascist attacks on black 
youths. ...get in there and help them 
fight the war against the fascists, The 
fascists say there is a margin between 
black and white —we have to cross 
that margin out, we have to get Loge- 
ther against the indecent and stupid 
laws that this country has. We are all 
humans and we all have a heart and 
the same colour blood.’ 


But this new movement also faces many 
enemies — not all of them as obvious as 
the police and the courts. For instance, 
when Garvey, Les and Mohan were 
arrested, other supporters phoned the 
press. Most of the ruling class press was 
not interested. But what of the left 
press? When Socialist Worker was 
phoned by one of the black supporters 
of the campaign, he was told there was 
‘nobody here to take details’. Who said 
this? None other than Peter Goodwin, a 
long-standing leading member of the 
SWP and Editorial member of their 
journal /nternational Socialist. Socialist 
Challenge also showed this total lack of 
In their case Bob Pennington 
t 2 oo is a leading 
member of the organisation concerned) 


on 


AHMED KHAN IS 
INNOCENT 


The black community in 
Sheffield have been the target 
of several serious racist attacks, 
which have predictably been 
covered up by the police. There 
have been 23 attacks on people 
leaving prayers at the local 
mosque, and in one incident a 
pig’s head was left outside the 
Makki Mosque. A taxi driver lost 
an eye in one attack, and 
restaurant workers have been 
abused and attacked by racists. 
In a recent incident 15 white racists 
attacked the Shizan Restaurant. When 
the police eventually arrived after 
numerous phone calls, they arrested one 
of the victims of the attack, Ahmed 
Khan, and charged him with ‘malicious 
wounding’. 

In anger at this police frame-up and 
intensifying police harassment, Asian 
youth in Sheffield organised a protest 
march of over 300 people. Chanting 
‘Self-Defence—No Offence!’ and 
‘Ahmed Khan is innocent — Stop Police 
Harassment!’, the march ended in a 
rally in the city centre. Supporters of the 
Precinct 4 Defence Campaign in Leeds 
attended the march to show their solid- 
arity with the fight of the Sheffield 
youth against police harassment and 
police frame-ups- 


Bill Hughes 


and said the paper was ‘full’ (no doubt 

full of attacks on the PLO, IRA etc) and 

hung up the phone. The left in Leeds has 
also refused to support the campaign. 

When the local SWP were asked if they 

would attend court pickels, local mem- 

ber Brian Parkin said ‘We have our 
political differences with you’. 

Genuine anti-racists, anti-imperialists 
and communists will respond differ- 
ently. Nationwide support is needed for 
the Precinct 6 Defence Campaign. You 
can help by: 

@ Sending a donation and solid- 
arity message to the Precinct 6 
Defence Campaign, clo LAP, 
59 Cookridge St, Leeds 2. 
Make cheques and postal 
orders payable to ‘Precinct 6 
Defence Campaign’. 

@ Sending a letter of protest to 
the Chief Constable Ronald 
Gregory, West Yorkshire Met- 
ropolitan Police, Police HQ, 
Laburnham Rd, Wakefield, 
Yorkshire. 

@ Sending a letter of protest to 
the Home Secretary, William 
Whitelaw, The Home Office. 

@ Send _ solidarity messages, 
cards and books to Mohan 
Pipial, on remand in HM Prison. 
Thorpe Arch, Wetherby, York- 
shire. 

@ Support the following activ- 
ities. 


Demonstration 
Defend the Precinct 6 
11 September 2pm 
Assemble Eastgate 
(Near NCP car park) 
Public Meeting: Leeds 
Defend the Precinct 6! 

Stop Police Harassment 
Thursday 23 September 8pm 
Leeds Trades Club 
Precinct 6 Defence Committee 
meets every Wednesday in Leeds Trades 
Club at 7.30pm. All welcome. 


Maxine Williams 


NO DEPORTATIONS! 
Defend the Bradford 18 


So soon after the successful freeing of the Bradford 12, the state has 
mounted a further serious attack on the Bradford black community. 
In Bradford there are now 8 separate families and individuals under 
threat of removal or deportation. In total this amounts to 18 people 
who are now fighting for the right to remain in this country. The 


Bradford 18 are: 


@ Mahmud khan, his wife, child and 
mother, who are continuing their two- 
year fight against deportation. As 
already reported in FRFI, Mahmud 
Khan was the victim of police harass- 
ment and brutality as the Home Office 
attempted to deport him. He has spent 
four months in prison and is now having 
to report daily to the police. 

@ Bahadur Singh and Mohinder Singh, 
and their families, who have also been 
the target of police persecution to secure 
their removal. The Singh’s infant child- 
ren are also threatened with removal. 
Bahadur and Mohinder were aged 13 
and 16 when they entered the UK, yet 
they are accused of practising a decep- 
tion on the authorities. The now wide- 
spread practice of removal gives no 
right of appeal. 

@ Mr Patel, who applied to remain in 


the UK asa priest at the Browning Street 
Mosque. His application and appeal 
were rejected, and before representa- 
tions could be made on his behalf, Mr 
Patel was arrested by the police. He has 
now been released from custody, 
although his fate is undecided. 

@ A Pakistani woman and her child 
who do not wish to be named (Mrs A). 
Mrs A was served with a notice of remo- 
val earlier this year, but has not discov- 
ered the reasons behind it. Mrs A suffers 
from a serious mental condition, which 
has been controlled by supervised medi- 
cal treatment for over a year. Mrs A 
needs supervision for her condition 
which would end if she is removed, 
causing danger to herself and her son. 
@ Aurang Zeb, his wife and child, are 
also threatened with removal. Aurang 
Zeb was only 13 when heentered the UK, 
yet he too is charged with ‘deception’. 


HEALTH WORKERS 


The picket line at St Thomas’s Hospital, South London, remains 
strong, with a determined workforce backing the action. Many picket- 
ers are black or immigrant workers; all are resolute and are holding 


the strike firm. 
The strike committee soon put paidtoa 
disgusting attempt by the hospital con- 


__ sultants to alienate sympathy and sup- 
~ port for the strike. On 13 August, the - 


consultants had put up a notice board to 
publicise daily their version of the 
effects of the strike on the patients. It 
came down the same day when the 
workers’ leaders demanded an end to il. 


The notice would not have publicised 
that consultants are paid (before any 
increase) up to £21,060 p/us London 
weighting plus their private practice 
income: many times the pay of other 
hospital staff. A domestic assistant cur- 
rently gets £59 weekly basic. The official 
government poverty wage is £82 per 
week. Neither would the notice have 
explained that the surgical waiting list 
before the strike action was 3,500. (A 
management statement claims that sur- 
geons have toiled through 1980-82 to 
reduce the list from 4,000!) Such wait- 
ing lists channel into private medicine 
those who can afford to jump the NHS 
queue. It is the non-medical NHS staff 
who have worked to reduce waiting 
lists, who have fought to abolish private 
treatment in NHS hospitals, and who 
are now fighting for a decent living 
wage, so that they can go on caring for 
the sick. 

On 7 August, management at St 
Thomas’s threatened to close down the 


hospital altogether and send out dismis- 
sal notices to ancillary staff. They dem- 
anded that certain supplies key to the 
success of the strike be allowed in unre- 
stricted. It is known that this provocat- 
ive ultimatum came from the highest 
quarters, probably Norman Fowler 
himself. Although a mass meeting 
immediately rejected this threat, the 
strike committee have now been forced 


to concede on the flow of linen supplies. 
However the reduced patient level will 
still be restricted by the strike action toa 
maximum of 695 out of the 1,048 avail- 
able beds. The workforce have shown 
their concern for the sick and elderly 
throughout the strike and exclude from 
the action all emergencies, children, 
maternity and elderly patients. 

The workers are reducing hardship to 
aminimum and have clearly shown who 
are the ones who care about the patients. 
Yet it is clear that victory for the NHS 
workers can only come through solidar- 
ity action from the rest of the trade union 
movement: this struggle hinges on whe- 
ther the trade union leadership will 
betray again, as they betrayed the 
ASLEF train drivers—or be forcibly 
shamed by the massive anger and resent- 
ment of growing numbers of workers, 
and prevented from selling out the 
strike. Albert Spanswick (head of 
COHSE and chief negotiator) has 
already stabbed the Fleet Street electri- 


@ Mohammed Aboobaker Mundiya, 
who has been accused of being an ‘illegal 
immigrant’ by the racist Home Office. 


To ensure a united fight to defend the 
Bradford 18, campaigns already work- 
ing in defence of those under threat have 
merged to form the Joint Committee 
Against Deportations. A public meeting 
of over 100 people has been held, and a 
national demonstration is to be held on# 
18 September. A massive organised 
fight must be built now to defend all the 
fictims of Britain’s racist immigration 
controls, which increasingly are 
meaning forced repatriation on a 
massive scale. 


Bill Hughes 
Send messages of support, 
donations and requests for 
information to: 

Joint Anti-Deportation 
Committee 

clo Bradford Law Centre 
Sedgfield Terrace 
Westgate 
Bradford BD1 2RU 


FIGHT ON 


cians inthe back when he attacked their 
decision to defy the court order banning 
strike action in sympathy with the 
health workers. The electricians succee- 
ded in stopping the Fleet Street produc- 
tion of anti-working class dailies on 
August 11, ina heartening act of solid- 
arity. Their secretary, petal: 8 
has since been fined £350 for ‘conter 

of court’, and faces thousands of 
pounds in costs. You might well ask 
what about the contempt Spanswick 
clearly has for the NHS workers and 
anyone who comes out in their support? 

The NHS workers can only win if. 
such actions as the electricians’ and the 
miners’ in Yorkshire become wide- 
spread and a big enough threat to the 
government to force it to climb down. 
The government has made its anti- 
working class position very clear: it does 
not care how many workers have their 
health care disrupted by the refusal to 
pay NHS staff a living wage. With four 
million people out of work, do Thatcher 
or Fowler give a damn however many 
workers die or suffer? The present gov- 
ernment is also driving hard towards 
scrapping the NHS and returning to pri- 
vate medicine for the well-off, the poor 
law for the rest. This long-drawn out 
dispute is a useful experiment for the 
government: will the demands of the 
middle classes lead them in even greater 
numbers to private medicine (where the 
ruling class have always gone)? Already 
some unions have joined private health 
schemes. The vicious cynicism of the 
government is so blatant: 18.6% for the 
judges —that’s an increase of more than 
the total wage of , for example, a domes- 
tic assistant in St Thomas’s. From Mon- 
day 23 August the strike switched focus 
from workers in sterile supplies. Now, 
porters in several key departments are 
out, their strike pay, as before, being 
paid by levies from the rest of the hospi- 
tal staff. The picket remains strong and 
successful. : 

The determined struggle of the low- 
paid hospital workers at St Thomas’s 
and throughout the NHS, the black, the 
Irish, the immigrant, the women work- 
ers, is providing a lesson for the rest of 
the class. Support them now or cut your 
own throats. 


John Roberts 


Committee street meeting. 


TOOTING POLICE STRIKE 
AGAIN 


On Saturday 24 July the Tooting police 
broke up a SLISC street meeting arrest- 
ing six FRFI supporters: Gerald Den- 
ver, Ace Kelly, Terry O’Halloran (May 
Day 2), Seamus O’Mahoney, Chris 
Procter (May Day 2) and Adrian Pyke 
(Tooting 3). The fact that this meeting 
was just four days after the IRA bomb 
attacks in London clearly enraged the 
Tooting police. Now more than ever 
they wanted to suppress the truth about 
the war in Ireland. 

Two police, a sergeant and a PC, 
arrived just before the meeting ended 


demanding immediate dispersal under 
threat of arrest. Informed that the meet- 
ing was in fact about to end they depar- 
ted around a corner. Within about-one 
minute, before the meeting had time to 
disperse, the police returned —avan, car 
and 8-10 officers—and i 
arrested the six. A seventh comrade, on 
the other side of the road, was missed 
by the police who searched the area for 
him. 

The six were manhandled into the 
| van. A black comrade, Ace Kelly, was 
particularly roughly handled. In Toot- 
ing Police Station Inspector Newark, 
who arrested the Tooting 3, appeared 
and called the arresting officers out of 
the charge room for a ‘conference’. 
From this point on Inspector Newark 
supervised every aspect of the police 
operation reconfirming his intense pol- 
itical prejudice against SLISC. 

Inside the station Ace Kelly was again 
singled out. His jacket and shoes were 
forcibly removed. He was dragged away 
to a separate cell by two police. He was 
also denied medical treatment which he 
needed. The racist mentality of the Brit- 
ish police is clear to see. 

Underlining the political nature of 
this attack the police have seized and are 
still holding the SLISC banner and all 
copies of FRFI, leaflets.and petitions in 
the comrades’ possession. The six were 


night —eight hours! Inspector Newark 
announced to the six before their release 
that he would apply for a bail condition 
forbidding the six from taking part in 
any political activity in the Balham/ 
Tooting area. 


POLITICAL BAIL CONDITION 
DEFEATED 


Defeating this outrageous political bail 
condition was the main aim of the six 
when they appeared in South West 
Magistrates Court on Monday 26 July. 
MPs and others had already been con- 
tacted about this issue and had prom- 
ised to raise the matter if the condition 
was imposed. Other FRFI and SLISC 
supporters as well as a comrade from 
SLTOM attended the court to give their 


support. 


immediately. 


held from approximately 4pm to mid- 


POLICE CENSORSHII 
ON IRELAND 


Readers of FRFI already know of the police attack on FRFI su 
porters and Irish solidarity activity in the May Day 2, Tooting 
and Roundwood Park cases (see FRFI 20/21). Since then th 
Tooting police have stepped up their attack with six mor 
arrests of FRFI supporters on a South London Irish Solidarit 


Inspector Newark defended & 
demand for a political ban on the sixt 
claiming that the SLISC had organisee 
meeting in support of the Irish Repub’ 
ean Army and further political activa 
by them in the Balham/Tooting ar 
would lead to ‘a serious breach o 
(carried out by the Tooting pe 
doubt!). The defence solicitor attacks 
the bail condition as an attack on Bas 
political rights. The magistrates we 
obliged to agree, rejecting Newark 
demand and granting uncondi 
bail. This important victory wasa 
setback for Newark’s vendetta 2 
SLISC. 


DEFEND DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHTS NOW! 


Twelve arrests of FRFI and SLISC su 
porters on SLISC activities since | M 
shows the gravity of the present poli 
campaign of political censorship. T 
police are trying to abolish, ineffet_t 
rights of public assembly and & 
speech for anti-imperialists. We = 
fight all these attacks but we need yo 
support to do so. 

Every court case will have a pick 
Support the pickets! SLISC wall 
holding a street meeting at Toots 
Broadway tube on Saturday 9 Octo® 
at 1.45pm. We need your support 
defend the meeting. Tom Cox MP & 
agreed to act as an observer at the me 
ing. 


Money, money and more money 
urgently needed to fight this campaiz 
The police have unlimited financial 2 
material resources to mount the 
attacks. We have only your suppo: 
Send as much as possible as quickly 
possible! Collect signatures for the pe 
tion of protest against the arrests a 
get resolutions of support passed whe 
ever you can! 


Support is coming in. An AUE 
branch in Bristol have sent in £10. Me 
heartening of all, prisoners in Wor 
wood Scrubs sent the following messag 


*...we all heard about the blatz 
attack by the police on the six SLE 
members, all of us here are uma 
mous in our support for, and solid: 
ity with the ‘‘six’’ and wish for this 
be conveyed to them (Political 
sorship = First they burn the boo! 
then they burn the people!!)" 


Support the arrested comrades! Defe 
democratic rights! 


Information, petitions, leafle 
from, and donations (cheques! P< 
payable to May Day 2/Tooting 
Defence Campaign) to: Defem 
Campaign, BM Box 4835, Londe 
WCIN 3XX. 


Terry O’Halloran 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! September 1962 


@ Corruption at the Yard 
In August 1982 the best press in the 
world at last ‘discovered’ that the 
best police inthe world werenot quite 
the perfect little boys they pretend to 
be. Three major scandals bubbled up 
from the bog of corruption at 
Scotland Yard. First, it was reported 
in FRFI 21 Chief Inspector 
Cuthbertson went down for three 
years after he revealed in the Old 
Bailey (a very public place) that 
corruption and organised police 
crime were controlled from the very 
top. However, those at the top of the 
tree will not have to face any charges. 
Cuthbertson did the decent thing in 
court, retracting the allegations on 
the tape against his superior officers. 
For this discretion Cuthbertson 
received his own little ‘drink’, a light 
. sentence in an open prison. 


The sentencing of Cuthbertson 
comprised the total pickings of the 
£4m Operation Countryman. The 
publicity from this case prompted 
more skeletons to fall from the 
lockers at Scotland Yard, The man 
originally in charge of Operation 
Countryman, Mr Arthur Hambleton, 
attacked the Home Office, Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP), the 
Attorney-General, and the Deputy 
Commissioner of Scotland Yard. 
These very big bad apples, had, 
according to Hambleton, conspired 
to obstruct Countryman's 
investigations into a flood of 
allegations about London Detectives 
planning robberies, extorting money, 
and stealing reward money. 
Hambleton claims that witnesses 
have been threatened, officers 
warned to lie low, evidence 
‘removed’. Hambleton said that the 
DPPandScotland Yardhadagreed to 
remove the head of the Flying Squad, 
Commander Donald Neeshan, who 
had been obstructing the inquiry, but 
only if Hambleton made a public 
statement that the inquiry was not 
being obstructed. * 


Further allegations were made 
that Sir Thomas Hetherington, the 
DPP, initiated and approved a new 
story in the Observer newspaper, 
which said that Countryman would 
be an expensive and embarrassing 
failure. A series of statements were 
made by Hetherington denying 
these allegations, firstly a flat 
denial, then finally an admission 
that Hetherington had visited the 
Observer in 1979. 


Previous investigations into 
Scotland Yard's corrupt ‘firm within 
the firm’ have met with similar 
obstruction and sabotage. In 1969, 
Constabulary Inspector Williamson 
was assigned to investigate a flurry 
of claims about the firm's work. He 
resigned in frustration after ten 
months. Before he did so, he wrote 
aconfidential thirty-page report of 
his preliminary findings. He submit- 
ted it to the then Home Secretary, 
who returned it to him without 
comment within an hour. It has 
never been published. On the 
Williamson inquiry, witnesses were 
intimidated, documents such as 
notebooks and diaries disappeared, 
officers themselves accused of 
corruption were allowed to work on 
the inquiry, officers were warned 
they were under investigation, 
senior Yard officers refused access 
to the inquiry team to interview 
crucial witnesses. 


Williamson now says there are 
only three types of officers at 
Scotland Yard: those who arecorrupt 
andcoveritup, those who arenotand 
_ and those too stupid to 


@ New attacks on the 
unemployed 


The Government is quietly introducing a 
new programme of attacks on the unem- 
ployed. 

@ |n October registration at Job Centres 
will be made voluntary. People will only 
have to register a claim at the dole office 
where they will be subject to a new ‘avail- 
ability for work test’, Each claimant will be 
asked, ‘Are you willing to accept any full 
time job which you can do?’ If a person 
refuses to accept any job regardless of its 
wages or conditions, then benefit could be 
withheld or suspended. As the unemployed 
become more and more desperate for work 
this will immeasurably strengthen the hold 
of the bosses who will be able to pick and 
choose the labour they want. In the cases 
of single parents and women this test will 
be particularly repressive as they will have 
to prove that they have already made ar- 
rangements for the care of their children 
before they can even be considered as 
‘available for work’ and therefore eligible 
for benefit. 

@ After April 1983 the new Employers Stat- 
utory Sick Pay Scheme will come into effect: 
the State will no longer pay sickness bene- 
fit for the first eight weeks of illness; 
instead employers will pay those first eight 
weeks at a rate of £37 per week (taxable if 


you earn more than £60 per week) and arate 
of £25 per week if you earn less than £60. 
The employers won't have to make this up 
to your full wage unless your union has 
negotiated a special topping up agree- 
ment. Also if you have worked for your 
employer for less than a year you will have 
no legal protection against dismissal due 
to illness. 

@ In November the Government plans to 
introduce a new form, to be issued by the 
dole office, on which to claim Supplement- 
ary Benefit. It will be called a BIPC and after 
sending it by post to the Social Security, 
claimants will receive their benefit ‘in due 
course’. Although people will no longer 
have to queue up for appointments at the 
DHSS, this new scheme means that claim- 
ants will have to fill in an 8 page document 
consisting of 109 questions and will have to 
send it off with wages slips, rent book, 
savings evidence etc. There will be longer 
delays in getting benefit because all corres- 
pondence will be by post. Also these hor- 
rendous BIPCs are likely to be incorrectly 
filled in so they will have to be sent back to 
claimants for corrections and thus cause 
even longer delays. (Ina recent trial only 1in 
20 forms were completed correctly.) 

@ From October Ethnic Monitoring of the 
Unemployed will be brought in, When new 
claimants arrive at the dole office they will 
be asked their ‘place of origin’ or they will 
be ‘visually assessed’. This racist proced- 
ure will only be applied to those who appear 
as if they have West Indian, African or 


Asian origins. These race checks are clearly 


a further harassment of black people, 

The aims of these four new schemes are 
to cut down benefits, drive down wages, dis- 
courage people from claiming, create an 
even cheaper labour force and thus help 
stem the declining rate of capitalist profits. 
These schemes followonfromthe5% cutin 
unemployment benefit, the abolition of 
Earnings Related Supplement and the taxa- 
tion of benefit, and together comprise 
another massive attack on the most opp- 
ressed sections of the working class. In the 
face of this ruling class offensive the official 
Trade Union movement does nothing and 
thus exposes its’ wilful collusion with the 
capitalist oppressors. 

Gerald Johnson o 


BH Industrial murder in the ‘third 
world’ 


The two recent television documentaries 
on BBC TV have highlighted the skeleton in 


the cupboard of the profit makers in Britain 


| The industri ler dusts from asbestos 


‘NOTES and | 


COMMENTS: 


caused untold suffering and illness to 
British workers. Yet this is an international 
problem because the industrialists are but 
a part of the multi-national organisations. 

To understand fully the murderous basis 
of @apitalist production we must lookjat* 
those countries where the imperialists can 
pursue profit unchecked by any political or 
social considerations. A few of the ghastly 
facts tell the tale: 


@ Inthe textile mills of Bombay 12% of the 
workers suffer from byssinosis 

@ In the tin mines of Bolivia life expect- 
ancy is 35 years owing to the threats of 
sillicosis and tuberculosis 

@ Throughout SE Asia young women are 
ruining their eyesight by working long 
hours with microscopes to produce the 
minute electronic components of the 
micro chip revolution 

@ In India asbestos is dumped in open 

‘ areas in shanty towns and slum dwell’ 

* ings have been built out of boards of* 

asbestos scrap. 


Yet the greatest single industrial killer in 
the ‘underdeveloped world today is the 
widespread use of toxic pesticide. British, 
European and American companies export 
vast amounts of these substances the use 
of which is severely restricted by health 
care regulations in their country of origin. 
Yet these toxic pesticides are applied with- 
out protective clothing or other precautions 
in countries where an oppressed labour 
force has no right to organise trade unions, 
where there is a vast reserve pool of labour, 
and where there is an almost total depend- 
ence on foreign investment. 

375,000 people are accidentally pois- 
oned by such toxic pesticides every year, 
10,000 of them fatally. In addition there is 
the vast catalogue of long term effects, 
including cancers, birth defects, sterility 
and others. 

British workers cannot fight alone. Only 
by uniting with their fellow sufferers in the 
rest of the exploited world will they win jus- 
tice. 

Sylvia Bums | 


@ British imperialism and its 
Gurkha battalions 


During its war of colonial repossession 
over the Malvinas/Falklands Britain once 
again used the notorious Gurkhas —mer- 
cenaries recruited cheaply from an oppres- 
sed nation, Nepal. 

Nepalese mercenaries were first recrui- 
ted into the British army in 1816 after the 
defeat of the Nepalese army by the troops 
of the British East India Company. After 
World War II the majority were dismissed, 
the remainder divided between Britain and 
India. Of the seven battalions left with 
Britain, five are stationed in Hong Kong and 
one each in Brunei and Aldershot. It was 
the Aldershot battalion that Britain sent to 
the Malvinas. 

Britain has a long history of using 
Gurkhas to uphold imperialist rule— and 
die for it: 12,000 Gurkhas helped to quell the 
1857 Rising in India against colonial rule. 
During the conquest of Delhi 327 of a 490- 
strong Gurkha battalion died. During World 
War | 200,000 fought on the side of British 
imperialism: in Flanders, Mesopotamia, 
Persia, Palestine, at the Suez Canal and in 
Greece; almost 4 million fought in World 
War Il: against the Japanese in Burma, 
against the Germans in Africa at Tubrugq 
and elsewhere. During the two ‘Great’ wars 
45,000 Gurkhas died; about 1,000 have died 
for British imperialism since. In the 1960s 
they helped put down the Brunei revolt and 
protect British interests in Malaysia. In 
1974 Gurkha regiments were stationed in 
Cyprus. Currently they are used in Hong 
Kong to guard the border with the Peoples 
Republic of China and in Brunei to ‘protect 
the oil wells of the Sultan (and British imp- 
erialist interests). In the Malvinas it was the 


Gurkha regiment which brought down the 


ing a strategically important hill outside the 
town. 

To British imperialism the Gurkhas have 
been and still are cheap recruits. Only the 
7th Battalion at Aldershot get paid the 
same as British soldiers. The battalions 
stationed at Hong Kong and Brunei get the 
miserable pay of £25 per month plus a living 
allowance of half a soldier's pay. Most 
Gurkhas send about half their pay home to 
support their families. On leaving the 
British army they receive an annual pen- 
sion of about £100-120 sent to Nepal. The 
Nepalese government collect altogether 
roughly £12.5 million per annum in foreign 
exchange for hiring out the sons of poor 
mountain tribes to do British imperialism’s 
dirty work. After tourism this constitutes 
Nepal’s second largest foreign exchange 
earner. It is an important source of income 
in a country where over 50% of investment 
comes from foreign ‘aid’ and 40% of the 
population live below subsistence level. |n 
the late sixties students in Nepal went on 
strike to have recruiting offices for Gurkha 
mercenaries closed down but to no avail. 
The grip of British imperialism will have to 
be smashed before their brothers can be 
freed from the humiliation of fighting 
imperialism's dirty wars to keep their own 
families from starvation. 

Ulla May Oo 


@ ‘Liberty,equality, fraternity’ — 
the American constitution, the 
biggest fraud in history : 


For generations the American Constitution 
has been heid up as the most democratic in 
the world. Yet it does not grant equal rights 
to 50% of the population. Women do not 
have the same Constitutional rights as 
men. 

An Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to 
the Constitution was first put forward and 
mobilised on 59 years ago. In a very 
straightforward 24 word paragraph ERA 
would grant ‘equal rights for both sexes’. 

In 1972 the Amendment was approved by 
the United States Congress in response to 
the broad upsurge of struggle around the 
women’s movement ten years ago. How- 
ever, for its ‘ratification’ and full incorpora- 
tion into the US Constitution, it had to be 
passed by two thirds of the States, that is 
by 38 states. The final date was June 30 
1982. 

On that date the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment was defeated. June 30 must go down 
in history as another step in the ruling class 
assault on the American working class. The 
Constitutional freedom to discriminate 
against women in regard to wages, working 
conditions, educational and social rights 
was upheld. This will mean more poverty 
and oppression for women and profits for 
the capitalists. 

Recent findings show that in the USA 
women receive only 60 cents for every one 
dollar that men earn for doing the same 
work. Only 17% of families in America 
today survive on one income-— in the vast 
majority of cases the women’s wages are 
as essential to the survival of the family as 
the man’s. 

In a period where the rate of poverty is 
rapidly increasing, being officially now at 
14%, it is women and children who bear the 
brunt. About one in five children in the USA 
are now officially classified as poor, Black 
women and children are especially oppres- 
sed in the racist USA with 35% of the black 
population officially living in poverty. 

Even in terms of bourgeois equality, the 
claim that America is a meritocracy where 
‘ability’ is rewarded is rubbish. Women col- 
lege graduates — those with further educa- 
tion — have average earnings equivalent to 
men who have no college qualifications. 
And in a country notorious for its media 
presentation of women as glamorous go- 
getters, only 4% of all elected political offi- 
ces are held by women the fact 
that the ast 


Reagan and the recession, support for the 
amendment has continued to grow. The 
struggles of the last few months have 
shown a determination and militancy 
sharpened by the haunting spectre of 
poverty. 

Ina last effort to win over the Senators of 
Illinois, Florida and Oklahoma the people 
took to the streets in their thousands. On 
June 6, 10,000 ERA supporters marched 
and rallied outside the Illinois State Senate 
House, 11,000 did the same in Oklahoma 
and 15,000 in Florida. In Springfield, Illinois, 
seventeen women chained themselves to 
the door of the State Senate Chamber 
where they remained over the weekend 
until dragged away by the police. 

But the rich and powerful Senators had 
more pressing concerns to take into 
account than the demands of the people. 
As a member of the National Organisation 
for Women (NOW) said after the defeat of 
ERA by Congress, ‘Corporations had the 
most to lose with the passing of the Equal 
Rights Amendment which would have ban- 
ned job bias against women and discrimi- 
nating pay rates’. The vastly rich insurance 
companies would also have had to cut into 
their massive profits if the amendment had 
been passed. The friends of these capital- 
ists were also the enemies of the amend- 
ment, including right-wing groups such as 
the Moral Majority, the Mormon Church 
and the John Birch Society. 

This is the end of the road for the Consti- 
tutional fight for women’s rights. The 
simple democratic demand of Equal Rights 
must become a militant struggle against 
the racist, imperialist American state if itis 
to be won. The most militant and Geter 
mined organisations recognise this. in the 
words of the New York NOW organiser, 
‘The system would go into crisis if women 
stopped working outside the home. On the 
other hand, women are a source of cheap 
labour. It takes no brains to see...the 
system runs on the backs of women.” 
Sue Davidson 


@ imperialists fleece Mexicans 


When vast oil reserves were discovered oft 
the Mexican coast in 1976, the imperialis’ 
banks fell over each other in the scramble 
to lend Mexico huge sums of money ir 
expectation of fat profits from oil revenues 
Mexico has become the biggest borrowe: 
in the world, owing over $90bn. Naturally 
British banks have a finger in the pie 
having lent some $8,000m — £80 for every 
man, woman and child in this country. 

The news that Mexico was on the edge o 
bankruptcy quickly wiped the smiles off the 
bankers’ faces. Inflation of 65% and the 
collapse of oil prices have meant that Mex 
ico can no longer pay forall her imports anc 
continue to service the foreign borrowing 
This year Mexico has to find $25bn to ser 
vice her debts, yet will receive only $14br 
from oil sales — and this is before paying 
for imports of food and other essentials. 

Yet the imperialists cannot let Mexicc 
default: some profits are better than ne 
profits at all. The International Monetan 
Fund, the Bank of International Settle 
ments and the US government have cookee 
up a ‘rescue’ plan which extends the loans 
and defers payments. Needless to say the 
plan is intended to rescue the imperialists 
investments, not to save the Mexicar 
people from the capitalist crisis. 

This rescue plan will have to be paid fo 
by the Mexican people. These arrange 
ments also give the US increased contra 
over Mexican policy. US assistance we 
only agreed after Mexico made conces 
sions over oil price and production policy. / 
confidential State Department briefim: 
paper says that ‘with the wind out of ®@ 
sails, Mexico is likely to be less adventure 
some in its foreign policy and less critica 
of ours.’ In the 
itself from US 
and Cuba. 


ans ie 


COMMUNIST TRADITION ON IRELAND PART 15 


THE PRISON STRUGGLE 


POLITICAL FORCES PREPARE 


That the Irish liberation struggle cannot be won if 
confined to the Six Counties alone was forcefully 
stated in the Bodenstown oration given by Jimmy 
Drumm in June 1977: 


“We find that a successful war of liberation can- 
not be fought on the backs of the oppressed in 
the Six Counties, nor around the physical pres- 
ence of the British army. 

Hatred and resentment of this army cannot 
sustain the war; and the isolation of the socialist 
Republicans around the armed struggle is dan- 
gerous and has produced, at least insome circles, 
the reformist notion that ‘‘Ulster’’ is the issue, 
without the mobilisation of the working class in 
the 26 Counties . . . 

The forging of strong.links between the Rep- 
ublican Movement and the workers of Ireland 
and radical trade unionists will create an irrep- 
ressible mass movement and will ensure mass 
support for the continuing armed struggle in the 
North and will make for a competent force in the 
event of serious conflict . ..* 


A recent article by Peter Dowling in An Phoblacht 
/Republican News (AP/RN) after British imperial - 
ism’s war to retake the Malvinas/Falkland Islands 
further reinforced this important point: : 


“‘No guerrilla war Of national liberation any- 
where has ever been, nor ever will be, won on the 
basis of military success alone. It isa question of 
favourably changing the balance of political 
forces, not just in Ireland, North and South, but 
also in Britain. 

The IRA can never hope to militarily beat the 
British army. What it must eventually do is break 
the will of the British —their army, people and 
government —to remain in Ireland. A necessary 
part of this process will, of course, be military 
Successes, but that is far from being sufficient.” 
(8 July 1982) 


The war of national liberation in early 1979 had 
reached a crucial stage. After a major reorganis- 
ation, the IRA had returned to the military offens- 
ive in the Six Counties, and the defeat of British 
imperialism’s ‘criminalisation’ strategy now 
centred on the prisons. The conditions in the pris- 
ons were rapidly deteriorating as the political pris- 
oners were forced to escalate their protest against 
the barbaric prison regime. Although massive dem- 
Onstrations in support of the prisoners regularly 
took place they were having little impact on the 
British government’s determination to deny Irish 
political prisoners political status. 

The Republican Movement and its supporters 
were now to face a decisive test. Could the balance 
of political forces in Ireland, North and South, and 
also in Britain be favourably changed to break the 
will of the British government and force it to give 
the political prisoners political status? What forces 
in Ireland and Britain could be relied upon to fol- 
low the courageous lead of the political prisoners 
and fight a determined struggle to force Britain to 
recognise their legitimate political demands? How 
could these forces be organised and on what polit- 
ical basis? 


POLITICAL FORCES IN THE SOUTH 


The only all-Ireland dimension which the Britfsh 
government was determined to secure was the 
cooperation of the 26 Counties government in joint 
action to defeat and isolate the IRA. Fianna Fail 
and Fine Gael were only too willing to oblige. Both 
these collaborationist parties are far more opposed 
to an Ireland united under the banner of revolu- 
tionary nationalism than they are to a divided Ire- 
land under the domination of British imperialism. 


FOR CONFRONTATION 


The history of the Irish national liberation struggle since 
the Civil War 1922-23 has demonstrated, time and again, 
that the neo-colonial state in the 26 Counties is a funda- 
mental barrier toa united independent Irish Republic. The 
political parties of the Irish capitalist class, Fine Gael and 
Fianna Fail, have lost no opportunity in their efforts to 
crush and destroy the IRA. Justlike the loyalist stateinthe 
Six Counties, the 26 Counties neo-colonial state will have 
to be destroyed if British imperialism is to be defeated in 


Ireland. 


During the 1970s both these collaborationist 
parties took measures to curb the activities of Sinn 
Fein and the IRA introducing increasingly more 
repressive legislation to imprison Republicans. In 
1972 the Lynch Fianna Fail government reintro- 
duced the Special Criminal (non-jury) Courts and 
passed draconian legislation which allowed for 
conviction on a charge of membership of an illegal 
organisation on the basis of a statement of a Chief 
Superintendent of the Gardai. Many leading 
Republicans were arrested and imprisoned in 1972 
and the Radio Telefis Eireann Authority were dis- 
missed after allowing an interview with Sean Mac 
Stiofain to be broadcast (see FRFI 17). Republican 
prisoners were kept under the most appalling con- 
ditions in prison. In May 1972 the Lynch govern- 
ment introduced new prison legislation allowing 
the military detention of prisoners after Republi- 
can prisoners had taken over the inner section of 
Mountjoy prison in a protest against prison condi- 
tions, 

The Fine Gael-Irish Labour Party Coalition gov- 
ernment 1973-1977 carried on where the Lynch 
government left off. After the dramatic escape in 
August 1973 of Seamus Twomey (IRA Chief of 
Staff), T O’Hagan and Kevin Mallon from Mount- 
joy prison using a hijacked helicopter, Republican 
political prisoners were transferred to Portlaoise 
prison. In November 1973 there was a mass sil- 
down strike in Portlaoise’s recreation hall in pro- 
test against conditions there. In August 1974 food 
parcels were banned and association severely res- 
tricted after 19 prisoners escaped from the prison 
using 25 pounds of explosives. In December the 
same year there was a major prison protest during 
which 27 warders were taken hostage. The Gardai 
and Army were called in and rubber bullets and 
water cannon were uSed to suppress the protest. In 
July 1976 the political prisoners attempted to burn 
down the security block at Portlaoise and as a 
result association was withdrawn and security was 
tightened. Strip searches and restricted visits with 
screenserectedin the visiting area followed. Noedu- 
cation classes were available in Portlaoise ‘for 
security reasons’ and there were frequent cell sear- 
ches and regular punishments of long periods in sol- 
itary confinement and other losses of' ‘privileges’ 
for the most trivial offences. In 1977 in protest 
against these appalling conditions twenty Republi- 
can prisoners went on hunger strike. There were 
protest marches in the 26 Counties, One demon- 
stration outside the prison was brutally attacked by 
Gardai liberally using their batons. The strike 
lasted 47 days ending on 22 April 1977 in apparent 
failure after the intervention of a Catholic bishop. 
However it later emerged that a number of conces- 
sions had been made. And the hunger strike was 
one of the factors which led to the downfall of the 
Coalition government in the general election of 
June 1977. 

1976 was the year when the Coalition govern- 
ment significantly increased repression and harass- 


ment of Republicans and Republican supporters. 
In February 1976 after the murder of hunger striker 
Frank Stagg in Wakefield Prison (see FRFI 19), the 
coalition government refused to allow him a 
Republican funeral. The plane carrying his body 
from England was diverted from Dublin to Shan- 
non airport and the Gardai buried him in a grave 
prepared on the government’s instructions. The 
grave was concreted over to a depth of eighteen 
inches and guarded round the clock by armed Gar- 
dai. Nine months later, after the guard had been 
withdrawn, Frank Stagg’s remains were removed 
by Republicans in the presence of a priest and 
reburied in a Republican plot. 

On 31 March 1976 at Sallins in County Kildare 
the Cork-Dublin train was robbed of registered 
packets worth nearly a quarter of a million pounds. 
The government used the robbery as an excuse to 
launch a vicious political attack on the IRSP. 
About 40 people were arrested — mainly members 
of the IRSP—and many reported that they were 
tortured, being deprived of sleep and food and bru- 
tally kicked and beaten. Doctors later confirmed 
their injuries. Six IRSP members were eventually 


-charged and three sentenced to long terms of 


imprisonment by the Special Criminal Court in 
December 1978 (under a Fianna Fail government). 
Two, Osgur Breathnach and Bernard McNally, 
were subsequently released in 1980 after an appeal 
on the grounds of illegal detention, assault and bat- 
tery. The third, Nick Kelly, has recently had his 
appeal turned down. All three had been framed. 
The Provisional IRA say they carried out the train 
robbery. 

1976 saw the introduction of new emergency 
legislation designed to curb the activities of Repub- 
licans. The Criminal Law Act (introduced Septem- 
ber 1976) increased the sentences which the Special 
Criminal Court could impose for membership of 
an ‘unlawful organisation’ from 2 to 7 years. It 
increased the penalties for other offences covered 
by the Offences Against the State Act. It gave the 
Army the right to arrest and detain suspects. The 
Emergency Powers Act (October 1976) allowed the 
Gardai to detain suspects without charge or refer- 
ence to a court for 7 days on the word of a Gardai 
Chief Superintendent. The Broadcasting Author- 
ity (Amendment) Act allowed a minister to prevent 
broadcasts that might incite crime or undermine 
the state. It was under this authority that interviews 
with members of proscribed organisations were 
forbidden — this included Sinn Fein even though it 
is not a proscribed organisation. Finally ih May 
1976 the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act had under- 
lined the Coalition government’s determination to 
collaborate with Britain. It allowed for the trial in 
the 26 Counties for offences allegedly committed in 
‘Northern Ireland’. This was further extended, in 
the case of ‘Irish citizens’, to offences committed 
‘outside the state’ if they involved explosive sub- 
stances. It is this legislation which has led in the 
recent period to six political prisoners being sen- 


‘ away from the Irish TUC because of the grow? 


tenced to 10 years imprisonment in the 26 Coun 
for escaping from Crumlin Road prison in hh 
1981. And more recently the unpreceden 
imprisonment of Gerard Tuite for 10 years (und: 
Fianna Fail government) for actions which te 
place in London, 

The torture of IRSP members in 1976 highligt 
the existence under the Coalition government 
what was known as the ‘Heavy Gang’ —a fly 
squad of Gardai who conducted interrogations 
Republicans. There were many reports of brut 
and torture at the hands of these thugs in t 
period. The new legislation must have given th 
police thugs great encouragement to pursue th 
activities more vigorously. 

In June 1977 the viciously anti-Republican act 
ities of the Coalition government, its disregard | 
civil rights, its treatment of Republican prisone 
and the freedom given to the ‘Heavy Gang’, led 
its downfall. Fianna Fail won a landslide vie 
after opportunistically mouthing ‘Republic: 
sentiments. It received 84 seats to Fine Ga 
Labour’s 59. However the collaboration with Bi 
ish imperialism continued unabated involving t 
use of all the emergency legislation, increas 
cooperation with the British over border securi 
radio contact between the British and Irish ‘sec 

‘ity fortes’, an air corridor so British and™ th 
helicopters could fly into each other's territc 
(news of this forced Lynch’s resignation), RL 
interrogations of suspects in the 26 Counties a 
so on, 

The neo-colonial governments in the 26 Cow 
ties, whether Fianna Fail or a Fine Gael-Labo 
coalition, are a barrier to any progress in t 
struggle for a united Ireland. No reliance what 
ever can be placed on them in the struggle aga’ 
British imperialism. Their primary concern is 
sabotage such a struggle. Only the defeat and iso! 
tion of such collaborationist forces could chan 
the balance of political forces in the South. 


Irish Labour Movement 


Neither can the official Irish Labour movement | 
regarded as a potential ally in the struggle again 
British imperialism. Immediately after the E. 
Rising 1916 and the murder of James Connolly, 
official Irish trade union movement distanced itse 
from the national struggle and adopted a ‘facir 
both ways’ stance which it has maintained ew 
since. By 1921-22, after previously passing resol 
tions against the partition of Ireland, it accepte 
partition and remained ‘neutral’ in the civil wa 
neutral that is between imperialist domination an 
national liberation (see FRFI 10 and 11). The lo 
ical consequence of accepting partition was tt 
establishment of a Northern Ireland Committ: 
(NIC) of the Irish TUC in 1944. This arose out of 
subcommittee of the ITUC set up in 1942 to de. 
with Northern Ireland affairs. Although formally 
subsidiary body of the ITUC, during the 1950s 
NIC/ITUC became totally autonomous in relatio 
to matters in the Six Counties. 

In 1945 a number of Irish-basell unions brok 


influence of British-based unions (British unior 
with branches in Ireland) on the national executh 
of the ITUC. In 1944 the British-based unions ha 
a majority on the national executive. The ITGW! 
and ten other Irish-based unions left the ITUC a 
formed the Congress of Irish Unions (CIU) 3 
1945. They argued that the Irish trade union move 
ment had to be reorganised on national lines wit 
only those unions having their headquarters in Ire 
land being eligible for membership. Nevertt 


continued overleaf 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! September 1982 


ged from page 7 
Be to restore the institutional unity of the 
ison movement in Ireland led to the merger 
fF UC and CIU in 1959 with the formation of 
S Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU). To 
se that ‘unity’ and maintain the allegiance of 
trade unionists the ICTU, like the ITUC 
@. has recognised the partition of Ireland by 
complete autonomy to its Northern Ireland 
mtee. The NIC/ICTU was recognised in 
® the Unionist government under O'Neill as 
f= programme of attracting new investment 
Six Counties (see FRFI 13). Until that time 
= governments had refused to recognise 
fade union congresses and their Northern 
ommittees. However recognising the NIC/ 
fer from undermining thesectarian character 
Six Counties statelet was in fact acknowledg- 
p accepting apartitionist division of the Irish 
Son movement. The NIC/ICTU is a loyal- 
sed trade union committee. 78% of 
jated trade unionists are in British-based 
14% in unions based in the Six Counties 
8% based in the 26 Counties. 
al Irish trade union movement is there- 
d along partitionist lines and is limited 
the fight for basic trade union principles 
& equality inemployment and housing) by its 
| concern to preserve the formal ‘unity’ of 
ae and loyalist trade unionists. It cannot 
this ‘unity’ and seriously fight against the 
Son and terror directed at the nationalist 
» by British imperialism in the Six Counties 
_ Even when a trade unionist, Brian 
of AUEW/TASS, was found hanging ina 
cell after interrogation at Castlereagh in 
(see FRFI 20), it was not the official trade 
ovement which led the protests but a small 
of trade unionists in TUCAR —the Trade 
ympaign Against Repression. TUCAR is 
ed as a Republican front organisation by 
J trade union movement. Similarly in 
80 an unofficial strike of NUPE members 
army presence and surveillance in the 
‘ctoria Hospital, Belfast, was condemned 
PE officials and the NIC/ICTU as being 
ed by sectarianism! Finally none other than 
son, then Secretary of State for Northern 
recognised the vital collaborationist role 
when he wrote to the ICTU annual 
ence in 1977 that he was 


x 


conscious that we [British imperialism] 
been well served by the trade union leader- 
2 all levels’. 


union movement in Ireland whose. mater- 
and political conditions of existence 
on the continuation of partition. This trend 
her consolidated by the massive influx of 
ist investment in the 26 Counties in the 
d early 1970s which provided a temporary 
ages and employment for organised labour. 
time the official trade union movement 
othing for the inevitable disastrous conse- 
=< that growing imperialist domination of the 
ties would have. These consequences are 
sing driven home to the Irish working class as 
j-wide crisis of imperialism deepens and 
redundancies and wage cuts are forced on 
orkers. The mass of Irish workers under the 
= of this crisis will be driven into opposition 
jalism. But whilst individual trade union 
& may be forced to fight, the official trade 
movement, which has been nourished and 
ed by its collaboration with imperialism, 
er be won to the revolutionary national 
to free Ireland from imperialist domina- 


record of the Irish Labour Party in coalition 
ents since 1973 further demonstrates the 
ry character of the official Irish Labour 
ent. And it is no surprise that today, as sup- 
the Irish Labour Party declines, it is the 
tition, pro-imperialist Workers Party (for- 
Sinn Fein—The Workers Party, formerly 
Nicial IRA) which is gaining influence in the 
rade union movement and now holds lead- 
‘ons in the once revolutionary I[TGWU. 
h working class will only be won to an anti- 
list standpoint in opposition to, and oul- 
the structures of the official Irish trade 
movement. 
ey by the Economic and Social Research 
B of Ireland published in October 1979 
that a majority of Irish people in the 26 
Ses wanted a united Ireland. Further, 42% 
sed of the IRA’s motivation and 21% sup- 
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ported the IRA’s activities. A poll carried out by 
Aspect magazine at the beginning of 1982 showed 
that no less than 23% of unemployed youth in Dub- 
lin between 16 and 24 thought the IRA a good 
organisation — the figure was 16% for the 26 Coun- 
ties overall. These figures show that a significant 
reservoir of political support for the struggle of the 
Republican Movement does exist in the Irish work- 
ing class. It can be built upon as the crisis of imper- 
ialism and Irish capitalism deepens. But only if a 
resolute stand against the pro-imperialist forces of 
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael, and the official Irish Labour 
movement is taken by the Republican Movement. 


THE POLITICAL FORCES IN THE 
SIX COUNTIES 


By Easter 1979 the Labour government’s ‘criminal- 
isation’ policy was in disarray — destroyed by the 
prisoners’ courage and determination, the massive 
street protests resulting from the painstaking work 
of the Relatives Action Committees and the IRA’s 
successful military and propaganda offensive (see 
FRFI 21). Mason was to quietly resign shortly 
before the 3 May General Election. Newman and 
Creasey were to be removed by the end of the year. 
The IRA with some justification could state in its 
Easter statement 


‘Roy Mason who came here with so much confi- 
dence and so many boasts departs very soon as a 
defeated man, and we will grind the next British 
War-Lord into the ground as we have done with 
Mason! It matterslittle whorules at Westminster; 
they'll still send their gunmen and tanks and SAS 
murderers to repress the Irish people. But by a 
combination of political work, street resistance 
and uncompromising revolutionary guerrilla 
warfare we will inflict a political defeat on the 
British government’s will to stay in Ireland..." 
(AP/RN 21 April 1979) 


However the political prisoners’ struggle for polit- 
ical status was still to be resolved. The prisoners 
were putting pressure on the Republican Move- 
ment to step up its protest to force the British gov- 
-ernment to restore political status. By mid-1979 the 
_ prisoners were beginning to argue for a hunger 
strike to force the British government’s hand. The 
IRA leadership was strongly opposed to a hunger 
strike and although it could not persuade the pris- 
oners to abandon the idea it urged them not to set a 
date for a hunger strike unless it all looked hopeless 
~—that is if it became clear that the protest outside 
the prison had failed to bring about the necessary 
change. The Republican Movement on the outside 
promised a better organised protest campaign. 


The IRA offensive 


At the beginning of 1979 the IRA had significantly 
stepped up its military offensive against commer- 
cial and military targets. In March Omagh and 
Dungannon town centres were blasted by car 
bombs. Kinawley, Co Fermanagh and Newton- 
hamilton, South Armagh British army/RUC bar- 
racks were destroyed by IRA bomb attacks killing 
one British soldier and injuring 4 British soldiers 
and 2 RUC men. On 22 March 19 towns across the 
Six Counties were hit within one hour, 
9.30pm-10.30pm, in a coordinated IRA bomb 
blitz. Prime targets were banks — ‘symbols of the 
economic oppression of the nationalist people’. 

On 22 March 1979 outside the British embassy at 
the Hague the IRA shot and killed the British amb- 
assador to the Netherlands, Sir Richard Sykes. He 
had been in charge of the investigation of the 
assassination of Ewart-Biggs the British ambassa- 
dor to Dublin, who had been killed by the IRA in 
July 1976 when a road-mine blew up his car. The 
General Election campaign in Britain had the issue 
of Ireland dramatically imposed on it when Airey 
Neave was assassinated on 30 March by INLA after 
a bomb which had been planted in his car went off 
in the precincts of the House of Commons. Airey 
Neave was the Conservative spokesman on North- 
ern Ireland affairs and would almost certainly have 
become the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
after the Conservative election victory. He was an 
extreme right-wing reactionary and had called for 
the strengthening of the SAS and UDR and for the 
reintroduction of hanging and internment in the 
Six Counties. INLA, the military wing of the IRSP, 
was to become more active over the next period (see 
FRFI 18 for origins of INLA). INLA/IRSP had 
about 40 members in prison by early 1980, who 
supported the blanket protest. 

In April the IRA shot and killed seven members 
of the ‘security forces’ in seven days. Senior officers 
obviously shaken by the dramatic increase in IRA 


military activities (Mason had been boasting for 
nearly two years that the IRA was ‘reeling’) began 
to consider the reintroduction of internment. 
Reports of British soldiers beginning to break 
down under the pressure of the war began to circu- 
late. At the end of February Trooper Edward 
Maggs had gone berserk in Woodburn Barracks, 
West Belfast and shot dead a corporal and seriously 
injured an officer in his regiment the Blues and 
Royals, Household Cavalry. He was killed by other 
soldiers. A Corporal Schofield of the Royal Green 
Jackets deserted —his girlfriend stated after his 
recapture that ‘he cracked under the pressure of the 
war’. There was a report of another soldier going 
berserk and killing his wife at his base at Alder- 
grove, north of West Belfast. That same month 
Dickie Elder one of the three top prison officers at 
Crumlin Road gaol resigned and notified the IRA 
of his resignation. 

In May 1979 the IRA achieved a dramatic propa- 
ganda victory against British imperialism. Extracts 
of asecret British army document, which had been 
captured in the mail by IRA intelligence a few 
months earlier, were published in AP/RN. The 
document, prepared by Brigadier JM Glover of 
British Defence Intelligence Staff, totally contra- 
dicts the picture of the IRA projected by British 
government and army officials and faithfully 
reproduced in the servile British media. Whilst 
Mason and other British spokesmen were publicly 
proclaiming the imminent defeat of the IRA the 
document said 


‘The Provisional IRA (PIRA) has the dedication 
and the sinews of war to raise violence intermit- 
tently to at least the level of early 1978, certainly 
for the foreseeable future. Even if “‘peace’’ is 
restored, the motivation for politically inspired 
violence will remain. Arms will be readily avail- 
able and there will be many who are able and 
willing to use them. Any peace will be superficial 
and brittle. A new campaign may.well erupt in 
the years ahead.’ 


Far from the IRA being the ‘mindless criminals’ 
and ‘hoodlums’ of British government spokesmen 
and slavish accounts of the war in the British 
media, the document states 


(a) LEADERSHIP-—PIRA is essentially a 
working-class organisation based in the ghetto 
areas of the cities and in the poorer rural areas. 
Thus if members of the middle class and grad- 
uates become more deeply involved, they have to 
forfeit their lifestyle... Nevertheless, there is a 
stratum of intelligent, astute and experienced 
terrorists who provide the backbone of the org- 
anisation ... 

(b) TECHNICAL EXPERTISE - PIRA has an 
adequate supply of members who are skilled in 
the production of explosive devices... 

(c) RANK AND FILE TERRORISTS — Our 
evidence of the calibre of rank and file terrorists 
does not support the view that they are mindless 
hooligans drawn from the unemployed and 
unemployable .. . 

(d) TREND IN CALIBRE — The mature terror- 
ists, including for instance the leading bomb 
makers, are sufficiently cunning to avoid arrest. 
They are continually learning from mistakes and 
developing their expertise...’ 


The document concluded that the ‘Provisional 
campaign of violence is likely to continue while the 
British remain in Northern Ireland’. It could not 
see any prospect of a ‘political development’ which 
would seriously undermine the Provisionals’ posi- 
tion 


‘PIRA will probably continue to recruit the men 
it needs. They will still be able to attract enough 
people with leadership talent, good education 
and manual skillsto continue to enhance their all 
round professionalism. The Movement will 
retain popular support sufficient to maintain 
secure bases in the traditional Republican areas.’ 
(All extracts from document from AP/RN 12 
May 1979) 


British lies and propaganda might suffice for Brit- 
ish politicians and the British public but the British 
army had to conduct a war against the Provisional 
IRA and it could not do this unless it had a reason- 
ably accurate assessment of the liberation move- 
ment it was fighting. 

On 11 May 1979 Kieran Nugent, the first man to 
go ‘on the blanket’ was freed. John Deery had been 
released two weeks earlier —the first prisoner on 
the ‘no wash —no slop out protest’ to be released. 
They had both successfully defied the British gov- 
ernment’s attempt to ‘criminalise’ Republican pol- 
itical prisoners. 


took place some five hours later at Narrow; Water Castle * 


Mass demonstration in support of H-Block and Armagh prisd 


In June Alan Wright, leader of the Northern Ireland — 
Police Federation, argued that ‘if we are not to lose what | 
small gains we have made, then the army must play a more / 
active role in the security field’. The IRA’s renewed military — 
offensive was clearly delivering another major blow to that — 
other element in British imperialism's ‘Ulsterisation’ strat- ») 
egy —the ‘primacy of the police’ in maintaining ‘security’ in} 
the Six Counties. 3 

IRA attacks continued over the next few months. At the | 
end of August the IRA carried out the most dramatic opera- | 
tions of the ten year war. In the first on Monday 27 August 
1979 the IRA assassinated Lord Loui en. A S0lb , 
remote controlled bomb was placed o 7 
detonated by the IRA when the boat was in Mullaghmore Bay — 
Co Sligo killing Mountbatten and three others. The second fi 


close to Warrenpoint in South Down. IRA explosives engin- 
eers planted a huge bomb and a landmine. A charge of over ~ 
1,1001b of explosives in a hay-trailer was parked at the side of : 
the main Warrenpoint to Newry road. A 500Ib landmine was ~ 
also buried nearby beneath the stone gatepost of a derelict 
lodge. Both were to be detonated by radio-controlled 
devices. As the third vehicle of an army convoy containing 
members of the 2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment passed 
the hay lorry the bomb was detonated killing six soldiers and + 
injuring others. The remainder of the force then took cover 
near the lodge gate where the second bomb had been 
planted. They radioed for reinforcements. Twenty-five — 
minutes later three Wessex helicopters brought in extra | 
troops from the Queen’s Own Highlanders in South 
Armagh. When they took up position the IRA unit detona- | 
ted the second bomb killing ten more soldiers from the 
Parachute Regiment and two Highlanders including Lieu- ~ 
tenant Colonel David Blair, the most senior ranking British 
officer to have been killed in the last ten years of the war. 

These operations had a devastating effect on the morale of 


Forces of collaboration, Thatcher and Haughey at Dublin 
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ners, 1980, just before the hunger strike 


British army. Immediately the Prime Minister, Margaret 
atcher visited the troops and in a show of concern 
tempted to repair British army confidence. The 
terisation’ strategy had suffered a major blow, Disputes 
© security arose between British army chiefs and the 
UC. In October, Sir Maurice Oldfield, a former head of 
M116 (British intelligence service responsible for intelligence 
thering etc outside Britain) had to be sent to the Six Coun- 
to try and coordinate overall security — coordinating 
jperations between the British army and the RUC. 


¢ IRA had certainly lived up to its Easter promise of 
ompromising revolutionary guerrilla warfare’. The 
ber of British army/UDR/RUC forces killed in 1979 
62, the highest since 1973. Over 230 members of the 
ecurity forces’ had been injured. Yet in spite of this and the 
owing campaign of street protests and demonstrations the 
itish government had not yet been forced to change its 
dsition on political status. The struggle would have to be 
ensified at all levels if a hunger strike by the political pris- 
ers was to be avoided. It-was at this stage towards the end 
1979 that a fundamental change of direction in the prison- 
campaign took place. Political forces from outside the 
publican Movement and the nationalist working class 
e increasingly drawn into the campaign. Some had 
ady been involved since the Coalisland Conference, 
ary 1978 (see FRFI 21) but over the next two years they 
e 10 exer! an ever growing influence over the direction of 
campaign. 

In June 1979 the Republican Movement and the prisoners 
led for a boycott of the EEC elections. They regarded the 
C as another force and institution restricting the Irish 
ople from asserting their independence. Bul Bernadette 
‘Aliskey stood as an anti-repression and anti-H-Block 


le, December 1980 
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candidate in the EEC elections causing serious divi- 
sions among the Relatives Action Committees and 
in the nationalist community. The Republican 
Movement wrote at that time 


‘In the six counties the Republican Movement 
and the H-Block blanketmen are totally opposed 
to the opportunism of Bernadette McAliskey 
who is running on an anti-repression ticket... 

The EEC parliament (and not the H-Block 
prisoners nor the Irish people) will certainly gain 
if people vote for the birth of a monster which in 
the long run is out to strangle us’. (AP/RN 2 
June 1979) 


A year later Bernadette McAliskey was to be a lead- 
ing figure in the National H-Block Campaign 
working on-the National H-Block Committee with 
leading members of Sinn Fein. 

At the beginning of 1979 there had been some 
pressure for a campaign in support of the prisoners 
based on ‘humanitarian’ grounds but at this stage 
the Republican Movement rejected them out of 
hand. At a march in Loughguile Co Antrim, the 
Belfast Republican Liam Hannaway made it clear 
that 


‘The men in the H-Block and women in Armagh 
are not protesting for better prison conditions. 
Their protest is for recognition as political pris- 
oners of war. Let us never forget that point’. 
(AP/RN 17 March 1979) 


Again in April a letter from a prisoner in H-4 
Block, Long Kesh, commenting on ‘humanitarian 
appeals to the Brits’ for better conditions said 


‘These calls are understandable coming from 
our friends and relations, but when they come 
from anti-Republican sources they take on a 
more devious meaning. 

For this reason we feel it necessary to make 
our position on the ‘‘blanket’’ struggle clear. 
Our fight is not concerned with better condi- 
tions... 

We are Republican soldiers fighting a national 
liberation war against British rule. 

We demand the right when captured to be rec- 
ognised and treated as Political Prisoners of 
War’. (AP/RN 21 April 1979) 

The change in direction took some time to develop. 
The prisoner campaign and support for the armed 
struggle continued to grow during the second half 
of 1979, A massive ‘Brits Out’ demonstration took 
place in West Belfast on 12 August marking ten 
years of war between the Irish people and British 
imperialism. An estimated 10-15,000 people were 
on this march which had been billed beforehand as 
an ‘act of resistance’: 


‘It is a march in support of our armed comrades, 
it is asalute to our prisoners everywhere, an espe- 
cial salute to the courageous blanket men’. 
(AP/RN 11 August 1979) 


The street wide banners on the march declared 
‘BRITAIN MUST GO’, ‘VICTORY TO THE 
BLANKET MEN’ and ‘VICTORY TO THE IRA’. 
And when armed IRA volunteers paraded in front 
of the crowd at the rally in Casement Park, there 
were ecstatic cheers and chants of ‘I,..1... IRA’. 
The nationalist people were saluting their revolu- 
tionary vanguard — the IRA. Even the British press 
were forced to record the significance of this 
march: ‘ 

Daily Express: ‘The rally was one of the strongest 
displays of support for the Republican campaign in 
recent years’. 

Daily Mirror: ‘.. .the biggest show of Republican 
support since the Army began their security duties 
in 1969.” 


Daily Telegraph :*...a demonstration which indi- 


cated the continuing significant support for the 
Provisional IRA’s terrorist campaign in Northern 
Ireland.’ 

The Guardian: ‘...the most dramatic display of 
strength by the Republican Movement here in 
recent years.’ 

The Pope visited Ireland at the end ef September. 
His call for ‘peace’ and reference to the ‘men of 
violence’ was shamelessly exploited by Irish and 
British politicians not known for their opposition 
to British imperialism’s campaign of repression 
and terror in the Six Counties. The IRA answered 
them with a clear reaffirmation of the need for 
armed struggle to force Britain out of Ireland and 
so create ‘a climate for real peace with justice’. 


*... force is by far the only means of removing 
the evil of British presence in Ireland. .. Church 
leaders, politicians and establishments are bank- 
rupt and have also failed to resolve the massive 


social and economic problems suffered by our 
people and created by British interference.’ 


The IRA statement argued that one should not talk 
of ‘men of violence’ and ignore the 33,000 strong 
armed forces in the Six Counties, the repressive 
laws, the torture of prisoners and the situation in 
the H-Blocks. It was, however, the situation in the 
H-Blocks that was now causing most concern. 


National H-Biock Campaign 


In September 1979 a conference organised by the 
Six Counties Coordinating Committee of the RACs 
was announced for 21 October in Belfast to set upa 
national ‘Smash H-Block’ committee. There were 
to be no preconditions on those attending the con- 
ference or on committee members other than sup- 
port for the ‘four main demands’ of the blanket 
men. These were that political prisoners should 
have no prison work, no prison uniform, free asso- 
ciation and the right to organise. The task of the 
conference was ‘to explore the coordination of all 
those groups and individuals who are opposed to 
the situation in the H-Blocks for whatever reason’. 
Aweek later Sinn Fein haditsown conference on the 
prisoner issue. During this conference the leader- 
ship of Sinn Fein made it clear that it was supporting 
a fundamental change of political direction in the 
prisoner campaign. Gerry Adams stated that while 
previously Sinn Fein had generally limited its coop- 
eration on the H-Block issue to those groups and 
individuals who not only support the blanket men, 
but also the armed national liberation struggle 


‘The Smash H-Block conference and committee 
will be different. Participants are not required to 
support the IRA.’ (AP/RN 29 September 1979) 


A major consideration behind this change of 
direction, besides the general urgency of intensify- 
ing the protest outside the prison, appeared to bethe 
need to build the campaign in the 26 Counties: 


‘A discussion from the floor then centred around 
how to make people, especially those in the 
twenty-six counties, more aware of the horrorsof 
H-Block and of how to provide those who are 
aware, and care, with meaningful lines of polit- 
ical action. : 

The question Was raised that as the H-Blocks 
are thedirect responsibility of the British, and not 
of the Free State government, perhaps it is diffi- 
cult for people in the twenty-six counties to focus 
their anger on a meaningful target’. 


More than 600 people attended the ‘Smash H- 
Block’ conference on Sunday 21 October held in 
Belfast’s Green Briar Club. Organisations which 
attended the conference included Sinn Fein, the 
IRSP, Peoples Democracy, TUCAR, Women 
Against Imperialism, a variety of left political 
groups and remarkably the Peace People. AP/RN 
reported that ‘it was hoped to draw a much wider 
circle of people to the discussion, for example Frank 
Maguire MP, Father Faul, Mickey Mullen 
(ITGWU), senior GAA officials and humanitarian 
groups’. In theirabsence provision was made for the 
subsequently elected ‘Smash H-Block Committee’ 
to co-opt ten additional members in the interests of 
‘a broad-based united front’. 

In February 1978 after the Coalisland Confer- 
ence Republican News had argued against Peoples 
Democracy and Bernadette McAliskey attempting 
to turn the clock back to the Civil Rights type of 
campaigning. It had said that while not all united 
fronts on the prisoner campaign had to be on the 
‘basis of everyone openly supporting the IRA’s 
armed struggle’ the ‘humanitarian approach of 
Father Faul and the polite parliamentary-type pro- 
tests of Frank Maguire .. .arenotenough to winour 
aims in the short term let alone in the long term’ (see 
FRFI 21). Now these forces, openly criticised in 
1978, were being asked to play a central role in the 
prisoner campaign. These developments did not 
take place without some protest from Republican 
activists. Jimmy Drumm wrote angrily to AP/RN 
(27 October 1979) that he was astounded that a 
platform had been given to Ciaran McKeown, the 
‘Peace People’s’ spokesperson, at the conference. 
The ‘Peace People’s’ exhortation for people to 
inform on ‘anyone involved in acts of terrorism’ 
had probably resulted in some of the ‘blanketmen’ 
finding themselves in the position they are in today. 
Was this ‘not carrying liberalisation and democ- 
racy too far?’. é 

The main resolution proposed and passed by the 
Conference came from the Republican Movement. 
The resolution called for the election of a ‘seven- 
teen person H-Block Committee to spearhead a 
national campaign ...to force the British govern- 
ment to concede political prisoner status’. It said 


that the campaign should be oriented towards 
mobilising national support for the prisoners” 
demands ‘particularly amongst the organised 
labour movement, community organisations and 
cultural organisations and also mobilising interma- 
tional support’. It called fora Dublin Conferenceto 
elect a ‘southern-based committee’ to be ‘charged 
with the task of building support in the twenty-six 
counties.’ Should political status not be won then 
another open conference had to be organised 
within six months. The, message sent to the confer- 
ence from the ‘blanketmen’ made it clear they were 
‘prepared to die for the right to political status” 
The Committee members elected included mem- 
bers of Sinn Fein, IRSP, Peoples Democracy, rep- 
resentatives from the RACs (appointed) and others 
active on the prisoner issue. Kathleen Holden was 
coopted on to the committee as the mother of a 
‘blanketman’. 

The Dublin Conference took place on 18 Decem- 
ber. More than 500 people attended aid elected a 
Southern-based sub-committee to coordinate 
H-Block activity in the South. Sponsors of the con- 
ference included ‘a number of leading trade union- 
ists, several solicitors and cultural figures, and 
notably Donegal politician Neil Blaney’ (AP/RN 
22 December 1979). There were a number of 
‘famous personalities in attendance’ including 
actresses and playwrights. Gerry Adams (Vice- 
President of Sinn Fein) reinforced the new political 
direction of the prisoner campaign when he said 


‘,,.for those who are unable to support the 
armed struggle in the North there is nothing in 
the demands put forward by the committee 
which cannot be supported on humanitarian 
grounds’. 


The demands of the committee were now in the 
form of ‘five demands’ 


@ The prisoners right not to wear prison uniform. 
@ The right not to do prison work 
@ Freedom of association amongst political pris- 
oners 
@ The right to organise recreational and educa- 
tional facilities, to have weekly visits, letters and 
parcels 
e The entitlement to full remission of sentences. 
The action the Conference agreed to take included: 
approaching prominent individuals, seeking spon- 
sors for major advertisements in the national press, 
launching a national petition, organising days of 
action, holding indoor public meetings in as many 
towns as possible, supporting the formation of 
independent local committees, supporting the 
march to Long Kesh from Belfast on New Year's 
Day, and organising a national demonstration in 
Dublin. 

The first National H-Block march took place in 
West Belfast on | January 1980. The well-supported 
march was banned from going to Long Kesh and 
was blocked by thousands of troops and RUC 
men. No attempt was made to breach the blockade 
and the marchers’ conduct was later praised by a 
spokesman for the National H-Block Committee 
as ‘disciplined in the face of severe provocation by 
the RUC and British army’. 

At the Sinn Fein Ard Fheis (conference) over the 
weekend of 19/20 January 1980 the President of 
Sinn Fein, Ruairi O’Bradaigh said in his Presiden- 
tial address 


‘Sinn Fein is gratified at the establishment of the 
broad-based National ‘‘Smash H-Block’’ Com- 
mittee on the simple platform of the five 
demands made by the prisoners themselves for 
the restoration of prisoner-of-war status. We 
urge our members to redouble their efforts with 
the assistance of non-members on this great issue 
of human rights’. 


But not everyone in Sinn Fein agreed. Doubts were 
‘vociferously expressed’ by some delegates about 
the efficacy of or the need for the National 
H-Block Committee in ‘one of the most heated 
debates of the weekend’. In particular delegates 
were disturbed that the Committee had broken 
with traditional practice and had filed with (noti- 
fied) the RUC for the Belfast New Year’s Day 
march. Jimmy Drumm, a member of the Ard 
Comhairle (Central Committee) of Sinn Fein, was, 
according to Magill, totally opposed to the whole 
concept of ‘broad-based organisation’ now central 
to the prisoner campaign. 

In February 1980 the 33 women politica! prison- 
ers in Armagh prison were forced to step up their 
‘no work’ protest (see FRFI 21). On 7 February the 
authorities at the prison seriously escalated their 
harassment of the women prisoners. They 
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announced, when the women were out of their cells 
and lined up for a meal, that they intended to 
search the women’s cells. The women political pris- 
comers were suddenly surrounded by some sixty 
male and female warders, some of the former draf- 
sed in from Long Kesh. Almost immediately about 
forty male warders moved in on the women and 
attacked them. Plates were thrown and the women 
were punched and kicked until ‘order’ was restored. 
The women were placed in two association cells 
and locked up. Their cells were searched and 
wrecked. Subsequently a number of the women 
prisoners were dragged before the governor. All 
the women on protest were then denied washing 
and toilet facilities and their cells were soon ina 
filthy state and soaked with urine. The women 
began to pour the contents of their pots filled with 
wrine and excrement out of the spy holes in their 
cells and, after these were nailed shut, out of the 
cell windows. Soon they were put in cells with the 
sindows boarded up. By 12 February a full scale 
“dirt strike’ was in operation with the women 
smearing their excrement on the cell walls and 
refusing all clothing except what they stood up in. 
The women political prisoners were now faced with 
whe same barbaric inhuman conditions as their 
comrades in the H-Block (see FRFI 21). 

As the prison struggle escalated, the National 
H-Block Committee continued to organise 
marches and protests outside, all the time altempt- 
ing to draw more people into the struggle ‘on the 
basis of common humanity and regard for human 
rights’ (National H-Block committee member Fr 
Piaras O’ Duill). When on 2 Marcha ‘several thous- 
and’ strong Belfast march was prevented by a 
heavy force of British army/RUC from leaving 
West Belfast for Long Kesh, militant youth repeat- 
edly attacked the ‘security forces’. Nine year old 
Hugh Hamill was seriously injured by a plastic bul- 
let when the British army fired on the H-Block 
marchers. AP/RN commented at the time: 


‘The frantic overreaction by certain st ewards to 
* the young rioters demonstrates the urgent need 
in the future for stewards to be fully informed of 
how to respond in all situations which arise and 
how —most vitally —to channel the militancy of 
the young people for the overall good of the 
march’. 
This issue was to be raised time and again as the 
militant anger of the youth conflicted with the ‘dis- 
ciplined’ peaceful protests demanded by the 
National H-Block campaign. 

On 26 March the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland Humphrey Atkins made a proposal to 
allow political prisoners to wear sports gear to exer- 
cise, weekly letters and an extra visil per month. 
This was immediately rejected by the 380 ‘blanket 
men’ as ‘ridiculous’. 

*...We could have one visit per week, any 

amount of letters and daily exercise but only if 

we accept criminal status and come off the blan- 
ket... We are protesting for full political status. 

We recognise we have a long way to go yet, but 

we shall not weaken’. 


With Atkins’ ‘concessions’ came the announce- 
ment that from 1 April even prisoners sentenced 
for political offences committed before | March 
1976 would now be denied political status. This 
conclusively demonstrated the determination of 
the British government to defeat the prisoners in 
their legitimate struggle to be regarded as political 
prisoners. The ‘concessions’ were simply a British 
propaganda exercise. 
At the beginning of June John Turnly, joint 
chairman of the Irish Independence Party and H- 
Block activist, was assassinated by loyalist gun- 
men. He was the first of the H-Block activists to be 
Jered. Loyalist gunmen had become much 
he end of 1979after the IRA’s 


the H-Blocks to cease all hostilities against the 
prison regime in an attempt to create a climate 
for a just settlement of the political prisoners’ 
demands’. 


The talks that Cardinal O’Fiaich had had with 
Atkins since March had proved fruitless and at the 
beginning of June four defenceless prisoners had 
been viciously beaten up in the H-Blocks. The IRA 
decided to resume attacks on prison officials. The 
announcement however indicated the growing 
importance being attached to the activities of the 
Catholic hierarchy in the present prisoner cam- 
paign. 

Bishop Daly immediately denounced the 
resumption of IRA attacks on prison warders as 
‘extremely unfortunate, regrettable and detest- 
able’. He appealed to the British government for 
‘an easing of the situation’ in the H-Blocks on the 
grounds this would be a ‘considerable setback’ 10 
what he called ‘IRA propaganda’. The IRA in a 
strong reply to this criticism pointed out: 


‘There is no propaganda for the Irish Republic- 
an Army in the H-Block situation: if there were, 
and if it superseded the value of the H-Blocks to 
the British, then the British government would 
have resolved the problem long ago and removed 
such propaganda’. 


The IRA statement went on to challenge Bishop 
Daly to make his position clear on prison brutality 
given that he had no reservations or’qualifications 
about condemning the IRA for actions he disagreed 
with. The IRA had continued with its military 
offensive against commercial and military targets 
since the formation of the National H-Block Com- 
mittee and throughout the period when attacks 
against prison officials had been suspended. 

The second National H-Block Conference took 
place on 15 June 1980. Its task was to assess the 
progress of the campaign so far. There were various 
problems and organisational difficulties raised 
which for example ‘had led to the H-Block marches 
in Armagh and Newry being only partial successes’. 
It was agreed to appoint a full-time national organ- 
iser to establish offices in Dublin and Belfast to: 
overcome this and to set up the necessary fund- 
raising committee. The need to involve the trade 
union movement in the campaign became a central 
issue in the debate stressed particularly by left 
groups such as Peoples Democracy. One group 
called for immediate strike action—a totally 
unrealistic demand given the character of the Irish 
Labour Movement and the amount of campaign- 
ing work so far done in the trade unions. Gerry 
Adams correctly argued that while industrial 
action might be one aim to work towards, strike 
calls were premature. He then endorsed the polit- 
ical direction of the campaign and argued 


‘There is no conflict between ‘‘political status’” 
and a “humanitarian’’ approach: the prisoners 


are undeniably political, but — outside of the five - 


basic demands of the prisoners —it is up to indi- 
viduals what approach they take’. 


However this was not necessarily the case. A con- 
flict would and did arise between those w ho saw the 
continuation of the armed struggle and militant 
action by youths on the streets as complementary 
to the campaign of peaceful protest led by the 
National H-Block Committee and those who quile 
clearly didn’t. A new committee was elected at the 
Conference —it included Bernadette McAliskey. 

On 26 June Miriam Daly, a major figure in the 
IRSP and a member of the’National H-Block Com- 
mittee, was murdered — bound hand and foot and 
shot five times in the head. AP/RN argued that 
there was evidence —the ‘professionalism’ of the 
assassins —that pointed to British army involve- 
ment and most probably the SAS. 

Towards the end of May AP/RN reported that 


«one thing the Brits had better take note of is 
that a real bond exists between the nationalist 
people on the streets and the Republican polit- 
ical prisoners and that the militant reaction they 
saw is just a very small taste of what they’ll get 
should anything untoward happen to any of the 
blanketmen in the H-Block or the women protes- 
tors in Armagh jail’ (26 July 1980). 


Seamus Mullen, a Derry republican, also went on 
hunger strike towards the end of May in protest 
against being framed, this time on a blackmail 
charge, and sentenced to ten years. He ended his 
strike after 71 days —he was seriously ill —after the 
intervention of Bishop Daly and on being given a 
date for his appeal. 

On 23 July 16-year-old Michael MeCarten was 
murdered by the RUC as he painted. political 
slogans on a hoarding. The RUC claimed they 
thought the paint brush was a gun. The youth res- 
ponded by openly daubing slogans over walls on 
the Falls Road showing they would not be intimida- 
ted, Militant street protests followed and the ston- 
ing of RUC vehicles by youths continued for five 
nights, Angry women plastered an RUC jeep witha 
dozen hand made posters declaring — ‘RUC mur- 
dered Michael McCarten’. 

The second Dublin Conference of the National 
H-Block Committee took place on 14 September. 
Progress had been made in the setting up of over 30 
local groups and resolutions of support for the 
prisoners from 9 Trades Councils and 4 trade 
unions were reported. Speeches from the floor 
showed concern that 


«the establishment of a new twenty-six coun- 
ties committee was partitionist and that marches 
to Leinster House and appeals to clergymen were 


Hands Off Ireland! election campaign 


ignoring the realities of the overall anti-imperial- 
ist struggle’ (AP/RN 20 September 1980). 


Jim Gibney (Sinn Fein and National H-Block 
Committee) argued against this putting the ‘major- 
ity view’ in support of a 26 Counties committee 
that 


‘the different situation North and South meant 
pressure could be exerted on trade unionists and 
politicians in the South which was impossible in 
the North’. 


However on 27 September AP/RN carried banner 
headlines ‘H-Block hopes dashed’. The talks bet- 
ween Cardinal O’Fiaich and Bishop Daly and 
Atkins, which had been renewed after June, finally 
collapsed for good. The Blanketmen were on the 
brink of total frustration, The National H-Block 
Committee’s campaign had failed to move the Brit- 
ish government. A hunger strike by the prisoners 
was now inevitable. A statement smuggled out of 
the H-Blocks on Friday 10 October announced a 
hunger strike to commence on 27 October 1980. 


POLITICAL FORCES IN BRITAIN 


The Labour Party’s treacherous record on Ireland 
is second to none. The flag of the Labour Party is 
red only because it is stained with the blood of the 
Irish people and of oppressed peoples who have 
had to fight British imperialism to obtain their free- 
in many parts of the world. However, the 
ur Party’s record on Ireland says it all: 


1913/14 Betrayedthe Dublin workers during the 
Dublin strikes and lock-out (see FRFI 8) 

4916 Waspartytothe murder of James Connolly 
and applauded the suppression of the Easter 
Rising (see FRFI 10) 

4924122 Supported the partition of Ireland and 
t eation of the reactionary neo-colonial 26 

ies *Free State’ (see FRFI 10) 

sted the anti-Irish’ Prevention of 

(see FRF1 11) 

i the loyalist police state in the 


Six Counties by introducing a new Government 
of Ireland Act (see FRFI 11) 

4969 Sent British troops into the Six Counties of 
Ireland (see FRFI 13 & 14) 

4974 Introduced the racist, anti-Irish Prevention 
of Terrorism Act (see FRFI 19) 

1974-6 Laid the basis for a regime of terror 
through British imperialism’s ‘Ulsterisation’ 
policy (see FRFI 18) 

4976-9 Administered a regime of terror. With- 
drew Special Category Status from Irish political 
prisoners. Built and opened the H-Blocks. Insti- 
tutionalised torture of Irish political prisoners. 
first in police cells and then in the H-Blocks (see 
FRFI 20 & 21) 

1978-9 Agreed to give extra seats to the Loyalists 
to keep the Labour government in power (see 
FRFI 21) 


This totally reactionary Labour Party throughout 
its history has had the support of the official trade 
union movement in carrying out its treacherous 
and barbaric policies. No significant section of the 
Labour Party has or could take up a consistent 
fight against these policies without breaking with 
the Labour Party. For the Labour Party gives pol- 
itical expression to that privileged layer of the 
working class that has a material interest in the con- 
tinuation of imperialism — for it is the source of its 
economic and political privileges (see FRFI 8). In 
the recent period not one so-called ‘Left’ Labour 
MP opposed the introduction of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. Mr Tony Benn has sat in numerous 
Labour Cabinets raising no objections to the 
Labour Party’s record of brutality and terror inthe 
Six Counties of Ireland. To argue that an effective ~ 


alliance could be built with any section of the 


AC demonstration for political status 

Labour Party in support of the Irish political pris- 
oners’ struggle for political status (or later the ‘Five 
Demands’) was at best to spread a cruel deception, 
al worst to openly betray the Irish cause. 

Given the record of the Labour Party, the res- 
ponsibility for building a movement in solidarity 
with Irish political prisoners would fall on those 
organisations which regard themselves as part of 
the revolutionary socialist left. The omens were not 
very good. After the massive Bloody Sunday dem- 
onstration of 1972 had been broken up by the 
police and three of the organisers had been arres- 
ted, the British left retreated from any confronta- 
tion with the British state. The retreat turned into 
headlong flight after the IRA’s military campaign 
began in Britain (see FRFI 15 & 19). 

The relative prosperity in the imperialist nations 
during the post-war boom —a prosperity based on 
the rebuilding of the major imperialist powers after 
the Second World War under the domination of 
US imperialism — allowed bourgeois ‘democracy’ a 
certain lease of life. It gave rise lo new privileged 
sections of the working class —sections of which 
were able to obtain lucrative positions as trade 
union officials, journalists, lawyers, politicians, 
academics, economists, teachers, civil servants and 
the like. The privileges and status of these layers 
depend directly on the continuation of imperialism 
—the attempt to shore up the prosperity of the 
post-war boom through the super-exploitation of 
oppressed peoples. 

The British socialist groups, on the whole, draw 
their membership from these new privileged layers 
of the working class. As the crisis of imperialism 
deepens these layers are faced with a choice. Either 
to side with the most oppressed sections of the 
working class in Britain — black and Irish workers, 
unemployed youth — as well as the liberation move- 
ments struggling against imperialism. Or to seek 
relative respectability and security in alliance with 
other. privileged layers in the Labour and trade 
union movement. There is no middle road. After 
the election of the Labour government in 1974 the 
main organisations of the British left made thear 


choice. Increasingly they sided with those support- 
img imperialism and attacked those taking up the 
armed struggle against imperialism. For their 
opposition to the violence and brutality of imper- 
jalism only existed because they recognised that it 
created a revolutionary opposition to imperialism 
amongst the oppressed (see FRFI 15 & 19). 

The class standpoint of the British left — middle 
class socialism —is the foundation of its consistent 
search for a ‘progressive’ side to British imperial- 
ism and underlies its attempt to build an alliance 
with the imperialist Labour Party. As we shall see, 
the promotion and protection of this alliance at all 
times took priority and often led to the British left 
ignoring or openly betraying the Irish peoples’ 
struggle for freedom. The history of the Troops 
Out Movement (TOM) bears this out, 

TOM was formed in October 1973 on the form- 
ally principled basis of accepting two demands — 
Troops Out Now! and Self-determination for the 
Irish People as a whole. However given TOM 
replaced the Anti-Internment League (see FRFI 15) 
its demands,-however formally principled, consti- 
tuted a turning away from the very urgent issue of 
internment without trial in the Six Counties, which 
was not to end for another two years. After the 
election of the Labour government in 1974 TOM 
ceased campaigning for its formal demands. The 
first national TOM demonstration in October 1974 
dropped its formal position in favour of an alliance 
with the left-wing of the Labour Party/TU leader- 
ship —this time in the form of a CPGB-front organ- 
isation, the British Peace Committee. For this dem- 
onstration the ‘immediate withdrawal of British 
troops’ (ie Now!) was pushed aside for the ‘immed- 
iate implementation of a policy of political and 
military withdrawal’ (ie some unspecified time in 
the future!), The CPGB and the left of the Labour 
Party were totally opposed to the Troops Out 
Now! demand. This ‘broad front’ policy brought 
no new forces into TOM — the British Peace Com- 
mittee contingent on the demonstration was tiny. 

‘The central thrust of TOM’s strategy — building 
an alliance with the Labour Party/TU left — 
made clear at the November 1974 meeting of the 
TOM National Co-ordinating Committee when a 
ue figure in the early TOM, Sean Reed, 


SS ts 
‘. is not a mass 0 ‘ganisation on the Trish 


question, nor is it intended that it should pose 
itself_as such. . TOM i is the embryo of a broad uni- 
ted. front. Sheh<. 


The question was who was TOM to unite with? It 
was quickly answered. Sean Reed outlined three 
main elements of TOM’s work: anti-recruitment 
work; following up labour movement bodies who 
supported the 27 October demonstration; and 
above all, forcing a wedge into the parliamentary 
Labour Party in an effort to create a group of 
Labour MPs who would put pressure on the govern- 
ment. In other words the ‘broad united front’ wasto 
bea united front with the left flank of theimperialist 
Labour Party. Such an alliance required the aban- 
donment of Troops Out Now! as a campaigning 
slogan. The TOM abandoned it. Its first ‘Labour 
Movement’ Conference in 1975 gave a platform to 
right-wing Labour MP Leo Abse who used it to 
attack the Republican Movement, and had a 
motion, drafted by TOM, which did not call for 
Troops Out Now! —this had to be inserted as an 
amendment from the floor. The subsequent his- 
tory of TOM has been an endless repetition of the 
same tactics endlessly producing no results. Its 
leadership clique has changed, the organisation 
split in early 1977 (United TOM was formed), ithas 
had good and bad relations with the main organis- 
ations of the British left, but its bankrupt strategy 
has remained. The spectre of Labour MPs leading 
a ‘broad’ movement against British rule in Ireland 
continues to haunt TOM despite all the evidence of 
nine years of failure. At present TOM is just a small 
group of ‘independents’ (not in left groups). 

In July 1977, after a split in TOM, the United 
TOM was launched on exactly the same principles 
as the ‘old’ TOM. It declared that its ‘major 
national focus. ..during 1977’ was to be an Inter- 
national Tribunal on Britain’s Crimes against the 
Irish People. This event, the brainchild of the 
International Marxist Group (IMG), was aimed at 
drawing in trade unionists, Labour Party mem- 
bers, MPs, prominent personalities etc, In other 
words it was to be the vehicle of an alliance of the 
United TOM and the Labour Party/TU left. In 
pursuit of this end the title was changed to Inter- 
national Tribunal on Britain’s Presence in Ireland. 
Concessions after concession was made to try and 
draw in the Labour Party/TU left even to the 
extent of holding a ‘preliminary hearing’ in 
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November 1978 where a “panel of judges” would 
‘establish whether or not there is a prima facie case 
for the Tribunal to investigate’. These legalistic 
niceties came after Amnesty International itself 
had conclusively established the existence of tor- 
ture in Castlereagh and other interrogation centres 
(see FRFI 20). Instead of using the Amnesty Report 
and other well-known material to mount an expos- 
ure of the British government and British rule in 
Ireland, the United TOM together with its IMG 
and Socialist Workers Party (SWP) backers moun- 
ted a Tribunal to ‘investigate’ whether or not there 
was a case to investigate! The reason for this refu- 


«sal to seize the opportunity to expose British 


torture in Ireland is simple: the government in 
question was a Labour government. 

On 7/8 July 1979 two years after its launch the 
Tribunal’s final ‘hearing’ was a flop. Only 70 
attended the first day and even fewer the second. 
The Tribunal called on Britain to ‘reconstitute’ its 
relations with Ireland — no call for immediate with- 
drawal of troops. Two years’ work ended in a 
pointless farce — despised by anti-imperialists and, 
in fact, ignored by the Labour Party/TU left. 

In 1978 the failure of TOM to produce any results 
and the rampant anti-Republicanism of the British 
middle-class left drove Sinn Fein (Britain) into call- 
ing its own Bloody Sunday march under its own 
leadership. Sinn Fein (Britain) called on United 
TOM and the British left to support its demonstra- 
tion. However, United TOM/IMG/SWP decided 
to go ahead with their own march having in mind 
their alliance with the Labour Party/TU left — who 
would never support a march called by Sinn Fein. 
On 29 January 1978 there were two Bloody Sunday 
marches: one called by Sinn Fein, supported by the 
Prisoners Aid Committee (PAC), Revolutionary 
Communist Group (RCG) and supporters of its 
anti-imperialist Bulletin Hands Off Ireland!, and 
others; the other an anti-Republican alliance of the 
British middle class left supported by United TOM 
/IMG/SWP. and others. The anti-Republican 
demonstration had Tony Cliff (SWP), Tariq Ali 
(then IMG, now Labour Party), Bernadette 
McAliskey and Eamonn McCann billed as speak- 
ers. However the alliance of Republicans and real 
capes in the Sinn Fein march was to form the 

sis of “the most t signifi cant | campaign i in Britain on 
1 prisoner rs in this latest stage o ‘of the Irish wart 

This campaign, led by PAC and supported by 
Sinn Fein (Britain), RCG and supporters of Hands 
Off Ireland! called for POW status for Irish polit- 
ical prisoners and an amnesty for Irish POWs 
pending complete British withdrawal from Ireland. 
The campaign organised the two largest demon- 
strations on Ireland seen in Britain since the Feb- 
ruary 1972 Bloody Sunday march in London. The 
first march on 9 July 1978 was 5,000 strong draw- 
ing in a large Irish contingent (the biggest since 
Bloody Sunday 1972), a large Hands Off Ireland! 
contingent, most of the major British left groups 
including United TOM and ten trade union contin- 
gents, including Hackney and Edinburgh Trades 
Councils, TGWU, ASTMS, NALGO and NUJ. 
This was already positive proof that a revolution- 
ary campaign could win significant support on the 
streets and secondly could win support within the 
trade union movement. The second march on 26 
November 1978 was even more successful. 6-7,000 
took part with an even larger Irish contingent, a 
larger Hands Off Ireland! contingent and 15 trade 
union contingents including five Trades Councils 
and ten TU branches from TGWU, TGWU/ 
ACTSS, ASTMS, AUEW, COHSE, UCATT and 
NUJ. There were also a number of Labour Party 
banners. This success proved beyond doubt the 
potential which exists for/an anti-imperialist move- 
ment on Ireland. 

The British middle class left organisations reac- 
ted to this campaign by non-stop hostility and, at 
times, open sabotage. The SWP had to be picketed 
by the PAC and RCG to force it to support the 9 
July march. In the week before the march the SWP 
/IMG/United TOM staged diversionary and fool- 
ish stunts —horse dung thrown in parliament and 
sitting down in stores —to launch their ‘own’ pris- 
oner campaign: the Irish Political Prisoners Sup- 
port Group (IPPSG). In the name of the IPPSG 
Gerry Fitzpatrick (SWP) tried to draw marchers 
away from the 9 July march to an alleged picket of 
Gartree prison. The IPPSG has never been heard 
of since. Their hostility to the 26 November march 
went so far that the PAC expelled both the IMG 
and SWP from the mobilising committee for the 
march, In short the emergence of a successful anti- 
imperialist campaign based on an alliance of Rep- 
ublicans and communists was treated to hostile 
sectarian opposition from the middle class left and 
United TOM. They recognised that such a cam- 


paign threatened the alliance they were attempting 
to forge with sections of the Labour Party. 

On 30 March 1979, as the campaigning for the 
General Election had just begun, Airey Neave was 
assassinated (see above). The British middle-class 
left responded in a fairly predictable way. The 
Morning Star, paper of the CPGB, expressed, in 
the language it reserves for the Republican Move- 
ment, 


‘...its utter and total condemnation of those 
who brutally and cold-bloodedly murdered Mr 
Airey Neave... 

The problems facing the people of Northern 
Ireland cannot be solved by such acts of barbar- 
ism. In fact they can only be made worse...’ (31 
March 1979) 


It went on to say that the ‘right-wing lobby’ which 
had just received a ‘severe blow to its credibility by 
the exposure of the crimes of torture and brutality 
in the RUC interrogations centres’ will utilise this 
‘latest act of terrorist barbarity’ to ‘wriggle off the 
hook and justify their own barbarous practices’. 
The Morning Star fails to tell us that it was a 
Labour governfent, with Tony Benn in its Cabi- 
net, directing the ‘barbarous practices’. And that 
the Morning Star never actively campaigned, or 
gave support to those campaigning against such 
practices in the large demonstrations during 1978. 
Socialist Challenge (IMG) also saw reactionary 
consequences following the assassination 


‘But whether Neave was killed by arevolutionary 
nationalist or byaprovocateur, the end result will 
be the same — A wave of repression...’ (5 April 
1979) 


Socialist Worker (SWP) agreed; ‘It will be grist to 
the mill of the ‘‘law and order”’ brigade’s campaign 
for greater police powers... One thing it will NOT 
dois to help the cause of the unification of Ireland’. 
Terrified that the violence of the oppressed would 
lead to problems for their own ‘so-revolutionary’ 
organisations they condemned it under the guise of 
concern for the Irish cause —a cause they had done 
little to promote in the recent past. All the organisa- 
tions of the British middle-class left called for a 
vote for the Labour Party in the General Election. 
No doubt on the grounds that a Tory government 
would be worse for them —it could hardly be worse 
for the Irish. 

In the period leading up to the election, the RCG 
conducted a Boycott campaign under the banner of 
Hands Off Ireland! Supporters of Hands Off Ire- 
land! attended over 35 major Labour Party rallies 
throughout the country, raising the question of 
torture in Ireland and heckling and disrupting the 
meetings of Prime Minister James Callaghan and 
his Cabinet Ministers. In spite of every effort by all 
political parties to prevent Ireland becoming an 
election issue this intensive disruption of Labour 
Party meetings attracted widespread publicity in 
the media and brought the issue of Ireland into the 
election. The campaign of disruption was joined by 
Sinn Fein, PAC, RCT and sections of United 
TOM, although the latter was opposed to the boy- 
cott of the Labour Party. In boycotting the election 
the RCG gave expression to the stand already taken 
by thousands of Irish workers and sections of black 
workers. The Jrish Post 5 May 1979 reported the 
results of a poll of the intentions of Irish workers in 
the general election. 31.5% indicated that they did 
not intend to vote. The vast majority of these tradi- 
tional Labour supporters were taking this position 
because of Labour’s record in the North of Ire- 
land. Labour lost the election. The middle-class 
left were horrified. The SWP told us that ‘The 
ruling class is back in office’. Socialist Challenge 
immediately started to campaign; ‘Kick out the 
Tories for a Labour Government’. The Irish would 
not notice any difference. British imperialism's 
campaign of terror would continue. All that was 
different was that the British middle-class left 


* could use the issue of Ireland to attack a Conserva- 


tive government and quickly bury the record of the 
Labour Party. 

By the time of the General Election Hands Off 
Ireland! had increased its circulation to 7,000 
copies, and size to 24 pages, from the 2,500 circu- 
lation, 16 page first issue in December 1976. Hands 
Off Ireland! had become a major influential jour- 
nal on the Irish question, had been instrumental in 
building the prisoner campaign in Britain in 1978 
and had made Ireland an election issue. There was 
a basis for building an anti-imperialist movement 
on Ireland, and the police and right-wing attacks 
on Hands Off Ireland! street meetings and public 
events during 1979 indicated that the state was 
determined to prevent it happening. Other forces 
were determined also. 
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oner campaign was 10-sake 
them to confine any campai 
was acceptable to their allies in the 
The anti-imperialist Irish solidarity 
had begun to be built in 1978 
the basis of an alliance of Repub! 
nists determined to build an anti 
paign. However the shift in directi 
oner campaign in Ireland now ruled 
port had to be won from ‘broad forces”. The = 
ence of communists in Britain was very small. The 
middle-class left quickly moved in to reassert its 
claims. 

When the Young Liberals called a march for 
August 1979 the middle-class left saw its opportun- 
ity and jumped at it. While the 12 August march in 
Belfast was a jubilant celebration of the revolution- 
ary national struggle (see above), in Britain, on the 
same day, a march of an entirely different charae- 
ter took place under the pacifist slogan ‘End the 
War’. The London march called by Young Liber- 
als was supported by SWP/IMG/TOM in the guise 
of the Committee for Withdrawal from Ireland. 
The political standpoint of this march was made 
clear by the East Midlands Young Liberal Federa- 
tion who declared 


could o: 


‘|. .its support for the long term ideal ofa united 
Ireland. However, EMYLF rejects and con- 
demns outright the use of violence, as a means to 
achieving this end’. 


The contrast with the Belfast march could not be 
clearer. 

The march itself was about 8,000 strong, led bya 
handful of Young Liberals and a handful of MPs. 
These included: Kevin McNamara who, in Parlia- 
ment, compared IRA/INLA volunteers to ‘rapists, 
burglars and murderers’ and, in a TV programme 
on Ireland, refused to appear alongside Sinn Fein 
President Ruairi O’Bradaigh; Leo Abse who sup- 
ported the Peace People; and Cyril Smith, Liberal 
MP, who voted for the death penalty. The organis- 
ers of the march forced a Sinn Fein H-Block cage to 
the back of the march. So this was a march led by 
anti-Republican reactionaries. It was also by far 
the largest mobilisation of the middle class left seen 
since 1972. The very people who, in 1978, refused 
to give serious support to the prisoner campaign led 
by PAC and Sinn Fein, now turned out in their 
thousands for the Young Liberals. 

The British middle-class socialist left did next to 
nothing to aid the heroic ‘blanketmen’ with their 
four year long prison struggle in the torture cham- 
bers of the H-Blocks Long Kesh. In May 1979, 
significantly after an intensification of the armed 
struggle by the IRA in the Six Counties, and with 
the prison struggle in the H-Blocks and Armagh 
Prison reaching a critical stage they stage-managed 
what they regarded as a prisoner campaign. It was 
‘Charter 80: Human Rights for Irish Political Pris- 
oners’ organised by the SWP and supported by 
most-of the British middle-class left, including the 
CPGB, and a few left Labour MPs and trade union 
General Secretaries, such as Tony Benn and Alan 
Sapper. It used the ‘Five Demands’ of the National 
H-Block Campaign to plead for more humane 
treatment of Irish prisoners. There was no opposi- 
tion to imperialism here, only the request that it be 
less brutal. The obvious association with the anti- 
Soviet/pro-imperialist Charter 77 was an insult to 
Irish revolutionaries who had taken up the armed 
struggle against British imperialism. But there was 
a method to all this. Under what other banner 
could the Labour Party, the CPGB, the SWP, the 
IMG and even the Young Liberals unite? For 
‘Charter 80’ had them all. The interests of the pris- 
oners had to play second fiddle to this unprincipled 
alliance of the British middle-class left. 

The political forces in Ireland, North and South 
and also in Britain were now lined up. The first 
hunger strike was soon to begin. Could the balance 
of political forces be changed to force the British 
government to grant the prisoners political status. 
The strategy laid down in Ireland and adopted in 
Britain was now to face the decisive test. 


David Reed 
August 1982 
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@ EI Salvador 


in a further attempt to shore up El Salva- 
dor’s fascist regime, the US military mis- 
sion based in San Salvador is demanding 
an increase in the number of US military 
advisors’ to work with the fascist army. It 
is, in addition, arguing that these US mili- 
tary personnel should be based at brigade 
‘evel all around the country, rather than 
justinthe capital, as is the case at present. 
Anofficial sourceat the mission estimated 
that El Salvador’s army could survive 
against the Farabundo Marti National Lib- 
eration Front for only about a year unless 
more US military personnel were poured 
in. Meanwhile in a new escalation of indir- 
ect US intervention, the US financed and 
trained Honduran army, in a joint opera- 
tion with El Salvador’s army, invaded the 
FMLN controlled province of Morazan in 
an attempt to destroy this revolutionary 
stronghold. The Offensive was beaten off, 
but in a statement the FMLN said it was 
now possible to predict ‘the sending of US 
troops to Central America and the combi- 
nation of an attack on the Salvadoran 
people... aninvasion of Nicaragua...and 
{the] transformation of Honduras into a 
US military base... for the carrying out of 
actions against Cuba and Grenada.’ The 
statement concluded with the declaration 
that ‘The FMLN is firmly determined to 
oppose by military means any invader and 
declares a pact of unity with all those who 
defend independence and national sover- 
eignty.’ 


@ Honduras — base for 
imperialist counter-revolution 


US imperialist designs to transform 
Honduras into a counter-revolutionary 
springboard against the Central Ameri- 

~ can revolution is already well under way. 
This year, US military aid to Honduras was 
doubled to $10m and is scheduled to rise 
to $15m in 1983. In addition the Reagan 
administration is planning to spend $21m. 
modernising three Honduran airfields so 
that they can handle US transport and 
fighter planes. At any one time there are 
nearly 100 US military advisors working 
with the head of the Honduran Armed For- 
ces, Colonel Alvarez Martinez, who has 
said he would welcome US combat troops 
in the country. US-Honduran collabora- 
tion against the Sandinista government in 
Nicaragua took a new turn with joint army 
exercises in August 25 miles north of the 
Nicaraguan border. These exercises pre- 
ceeded and followed numerous acts of 
aggression by Honduran troops against 
Nicaragua and the constant anti-Sandini- 
sta sabotage carried out by ex-Somoza 
National Guards who are based in Hondu- 
ras and funded by the CIA to the tune of 
$19m. 


@ Nicaragua 


Alongside direct military aggression to 
destroy revolutionary Nicaragua, imper- 
jalism is intensifying economic war. A 
recently leaked World Bank report states 
that Nicaragua’s ‘creditworthiness’ is 
‘extremely limited’. To become ‘creditwor- 
thy’ it is demanded that the Sandinistas 
change their attitude to the ‘private sec- 
tor’ and ‘raise the level and quality of priv- 
ate investment.’ In addition the ‘private 
sector’ must be given ‘long term assuran- 
ces’ and ‘political power’. In other words 
the Sandinista regime is being told to 
assist the capitalist exploiters of the 
people and give the capitalist class politi- 
cal power as.a condition for new loans. 
Thus the World Bank uses economic 
power to try and reverse the gains of Nicar- 
agua’s people's revolution. If the Sandi- 
nistas refuse to bow to imperialist 
demands, the World Bank and private 
banks threaten to further sabotage the 
Nicaraguan economy in the hope of incit- 
ing the people to rise up against the San- 
Ginista government. In the meantime the 
Wiorid Bank intends to continue making 
modest level loans, but not for what the 
people need: the World Bank has forbid- 
to be used for roads, water sup- 
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KENYA 


IMPERIALIST SHOWPIECE SHATTERS 


The 1 August attempted coup in Kenya, led by non-commissioned air- 


force officers, to overthrow the repressive, corrupt and pro-imperialist 
government of Daniel Arap Moi was a sudden and violent explosion 


of the intense class struggle developing in the country. As the coup 


leaders announced the ‘1 August Revolution’ over Kenya’s radio, 


thousands of poverty stricken slum dwellers poured into the streets 
of the capital city, Nairobi. To the chants of ‘power to the people’ and 
anti-corruption slogans they emptied shops of everything from des- 
perately needed foodstuffs and clothing to commodities reserved for 
Kenya’s new black middle class — stereo, videos and other luxury 
items. A potential peoples’ uprising and the coup attempt were sup- 
pressed by the hated British and Israeli trained General Service Unit 
along with other troops loyal to Moi’s government who acted with a 
ferocity typical of counter-revolution. Over a period of three days of 


scattered resistance the GSU and loyal troops shot dead 2,000 work- 
ers, students, unemployed people and air force men. Thousands 
more were arrested and homes ransacked as troops sought out oppo- 
sitionists and lost property. Ex-British colony Kenya was temporarily 


made safe again for imperialism. 
The failure of the coup was a great relief 
for the major imperialist powers. Kenya 
had gained areputation for ‘stabilityand 
democracy’ because since formal inde- 
pendence in 1963 it has been a fertile and 
profitable field for multinational invest- 
ment. In alliance with a rising black 
comprador middle class indulging in 
extremes of corruption, nepotism and 
theft, imperialism controls the economy 
and wealth of Kenya dominating the 
tea, coffee and cotton plantations. A 
boom in the tourist industry has 
enriched the imperialists and the tiny 
Kenyan middle class. Kenya has also 
become a strategic military ally of imp- 
erialism as the ‘independent’ Kenyan 


ruling class hires out the country to US — 


and British military forces. British 
troops regularly train at the Embakasi 
and Nanyuki military bases, whilst the 
US Rapid Deployment Force has been 
given access to the port town of Mom- 
basa in exchange for £60m which will be 
used to improve the port and the bases 
in Nanyuki and Embakasi. 

Whilst imperialism and Kenya’s 
middle class have, grown immensely 


Ngugi wa Thiong’o 

wealthy, Kenyan workers and peasants 
have suffered the extremes of neo- 
colonial oppression and exploitation. 
As vast tracts of land have been concen- 
trated into the hands of a few, thous- 
ands of peasant families have been 
forced into smaller and smaller plots, 
the average today being less than | hee 


tare per family. Thousands of others 
have emigrated to the towns in search of 
non-existent jobs and live in degrading 
shanty town slums such as those of 
Kibera and Mathere Valley in Nairobi. 
They have no chance of employment. 
Between 1979 and 1983, Im new job 
seekers will enter the market, whilst new 
jobs will total a mere 200,000. Even 
these estimates for jobs will not be 
realised due to the international econo- 
mic crisis. Last year only 18,500 found 
jobs. The remainder survive by one 
means or another. 

The Kenyan ruling class has main- 
tained the country’s much heralded sta- 
bility only by the severest repression of 
all opposition to the ruling Kenyan Afri- 
can National Union (KANU). Trade 
unionists, workers, peasants, intellec- 
tuals, lawyers, writers and radical MPs 
have been harassed, imprisoned and 
murdered for exposing and fighting the 
Kenyan ruling class’s alliance with imp- 
erialism, its corruption and nepotism 
and its suppression of the masses’ social 
aspirations. The most famous cases are 
the murder of radical MP JM Kariuki in 
1975 and the detention without trial of 
Kenyan writer Ngugi wa Thiong’o 
whose novels are a searing criticism, 
from a communist standpoint, of 
Kenya’s comprador ruling class. 

However the class struggle cannot be 
halted by bullets or prisons. Strikes, 
uprisings, demonstrations and protests 
in factories, plantations, colleges, 
schools and settlement schemes have 
long been daily occurrences. The 1! 


‘August coup and the popular move- 


ment it threw up so briefly was only the 
latest expression of the Kenyan work- 
ers’, peasants’ and progressive students’ 
preparations to enter the stage of Ken- 
yan history and regain all that has been 
robbed from them since their bitter 
struggle for independence. 5 


Eddie Abrahams 


On his visit to Britain this summer Jamaican Prime Minister Seaga 
toasted British imperialism and Margaret Thatcher, ‘the madonna of 
the Falklands’. This former governor of the imperialist World Bank is 
assisting US and British imperialism in equipping Jamaica to be an 
armed camp, policing the Caribbean and forcing the Jamaican 
people into the kind of poverty and disease that imperialism inflicts 
upon the most oppressed Caribbean islands. 


Seaga was installed as Prime Minister in 
the 1980 elections following the concer- 
ted efforts of the CIA and International 
Monetary Fund, assisted by British 
banks which withdrew export credits to 
the previous Manley government, in a 
joint campaign of economic and politi- 
cal sabotage. A CIA ‘operations squad’ 
coordinated assaults upon working 
people by local armed gangs with the 
Jamaican police and army. Over seven 
hundred lives were taken, Seaga’s vic- 
tory gave imperialism an opportunity to 
attack the Jamaican people and the 
growing revolutionary and democratic 
movement in the Caribbean. 

The imperialists prize Jamaica for its 
bauxite deposits, for its strategic posi- 
tion. close to revolutionary Cuba, 
Grenada and Nicaragua, and asa sentry 


| for US oil and mineral supply routes 


Jamaica is now 


US aid 


from South America 
the fourth largest recipient of 


} after Israel, El Salvador and Egypt. 


| 


| 


Between 1981 and 1983 military assist- 
ance will more than triple. By 1985 
Jamaica will receive the same amount of 
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military equipment from imperialism as 
is used to prop up the El Salvadorean 
junta. For recent NATO manoeuvres 
US and British ships have used Kingston 
harbour to launch threatening opera- 
tions against Cuba, Nicaragua and 
Grenada. Having a long experience in 
oppressing Caribbean peoples, British 
police and military experts have been 
brought. into the Jamaican forces to 
work alongside US Green Berets and 
Israeli officers. British regiments have 
restored their ‘Caribbean-hop’ with the 
SAS resuming training on the island. 
Cuban built and donated schools and an 
agricultural college are being trans- 
formed into military installations. 

Accompanying the military build-up is 
the increased subordination of the Jam- 
aican economy to imperialist interests. 
David Rockefeller, of the US First 
National Bank, heads a team of multina- 
tionals that advise Seaga on policy. The 
dispossession of land from Jamaican 
farmers has been speeded up as the giant 
US and British multinationals, Gulf and 
Western, United Brands, British and 


JAMAICA: IMPERIALISM PREPARES 


American Tobacco buy them out. As the 
imperialist crisis has deepened so the 
capitalist bauxite and aluminium mar- 
kets have shrunk. This, combined with a 
fallin the price given by the multination- 
als for sugar and bananas has led to a 
worsening shortage of foreign exchange 
in Jamaica, and an increased depend- 
ence on loans to buy imports. The con- 
sequence has been thousands of sack- 
ings by Jamaican firms and the US and 
Canadian bauxite corporations result- 
ing in what the Jamaican Manufac- 
turers’ Association estimate is factory 
output running at 39% of its capacity. 
Public services, education and health 
programmes have been cut back, and 
this in an island suffering recent out- 
breaks of polio and where more than a 
quarter of the people are illiterate. Such 
squalor contrasts with the wealthy US 
and European tourist areas where avail- 
able foreign currency is used to import 
luxuries at the expense of much needed 
medical goods for Jamaican people. 
Jamaican workers are facing regular 
food shortages and price increases, rent 
rises over 50% in the ghettoes and an 
official unemployment rate of 26% 
which vastly underestimates the number 
of urban youth without work. 

Trade union 
The Communit 
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Imperialist thieves fall out: 

As capitalist governments see no end to 
recession and economic crisis, and nations 
drift towards total financial collapse, 
capitalists are fighting tooth and nail for 
world markets, while governments are 
resorting to protectionism. In recent 
months the first shots have been fired in 
what promises to be the most ruthless 
trade war since the 1930s. 

Nothing better illustrates the way in 
which the imperialist thieves fall out than 
the decision by the US government to place 
an embargo on the supply of equipment to 
the Soviet gas pipeline project. This US 
move provoked howls of rage from Euro- 
pean imperialists who have billions of dol- 
lars staked on the project. The West 
German steel industry could collapse 
without the contracts it has to supply steel 
for the project. French, British and German 
engineering companies are to supply 
pumping equipment worth $3.4bn. 

The Reagan Administration has two 
aims. The first is to make its European 
competitors dependent on the USA for 
energy supplies; the second is to attack the 
socialist countries. 

But US imperialism will never achieve its 
aims. The Soviet Union has the techno- 
logical and economic capacity to complete 
the pipeline on schedule, despite the 
embargo. Although the $10bn pipeline 
project is the largest East-West commer- 
cial transaction in history, it accounts for 
only 12% of Soviet pipeline construction in 
the current five year plan, and the scope of 
Western participation is less than 10%. 
Further, the Soviet Union has the world’s 
richest natural energy and mineral 
resources, including gas, oil and timber 
much in demand in Western Europe. 

Despite their hatred of communism, the 
European imperialists are dependent upon 
trade with the Soviet Union. The US too has 
broken its own embargo by maintaining 
exports of grain, and charges and counter- 
charges of hypocrisy and self-seeking 
disloyalty are flying between the imperialist 
capitals. At stake is the ability of the imper- 
ialists to uphold the unity of their anti- 
communist alliance — NATO. They find this 
increasingly difficulty while squabbling 
with each other for the biggest share of the 
plunder of the world. 

William Gray 


disputes are about preserving demo- 
cratic rights, apart from wages. Police 
have been used to frame and bribe 
opposition trade unionists and poli- 
ticians in attempts to silence them. The 
imperialists and their regime are deter- 
mined that resistance will be smashed 
and have tightened their grip on the 
media as a weapon in this struggle. 
Seaga appointed himself Information 
Minister and led the way in a series of 
purges of progressive broadcasters and 
journalists and attempted closures of 
progressive publications. 

However, the Jamaican people broke 
their slave shackles in 1838; a century 
later they celebrated in an uprising which 
wrung the right to vote and form trade 
unions out of the British colonialists. In _ 
1962 Jamaica gained formal indepen- 
dence, but the chains of oppression that 
were forged by British capitalism still 
bind the island. Three years ago the 
youth of Kingston, Spanish Town and 
Montego Bay fought police from 
behind 500 barricades. The next great 
battle of the militant Jamaican people 
will be alongside their risen comrades in 
Central America and their brothers and 
sisters in Britain and the USA to take 
state power, the land and the factories. 


Trevor Rayne 


@ RUC in Castleblaney 


The Free State government has given 
carte-blanche to squads of armed under- 
cover agents to operate with impunity in 

_ the 26 Counties. This latest fact emerged 
when a four-man hit unit of the RUC was 
discovered operating secretly in the Co 
Monaghan town of Castleblaney by alert 
locals. 

It was during alate night dance session 
on 8 August when some locals became 
aware of the abnormal behaviour of a 
number of customers. Unwittingly the 
suspects encountered a Garda patrol car, 
attempted to escape but were prevented 
from doing so; they were arrested follow- 
ing a fracas and after a brief period rel- 
eased. 

The mission of the undercover unit was 
obviously sinister, probably to kidnap or 
assassinate in a well worn RUC tradition. 
However the Free State government deliv- 
ered an innocuous slap on the wrist to the 
British ambassador, having released the 
RUC men. 

Meanwhile in typical application of 
double standards, the Free State Minister 
of Justice turned down an application 
from Owen Carron, MP, recipient of num- 
erous death threats, for permission to 
carry his gun, legally held in the Six Coun- 
ties, south of the border. The pretext 
offered was that it was not policy to issue 
firearms certificates in the South... if you 
are a Republican! : 


@ The London Bombings 


The IRA's ability to punish the British war 
machine internationally evidenced by the 
most recent London bombings, engen- 
dered a reaction of dismay and outrage in 
tuling class circles in Southern Ireland. 

Middle-class bodies such as the Royal 
Dublin Society and Limerick Chamber of 
Commerce tendered their sympathy for 
deceased imperialist soldiers and the 
former body offered to compensate the 
British army for the loss of some of their 
Irish-bred horses. Their servility and 
inferiority feelings express the true terms 
of the relationship that subsists bet- 
ween bourgeois Britain and bourgeois Ire- 
land. 

Further condemnations of the bomb- 
ings by the opportunist CPI and Workers 
Party indicate the secret bonds that also 
bind these organisations to the will of 
their master. 

Morrigan 


@ Sinn Fein censored 

The 18 July decision of the Free State 
Supreme Court upholding political cen- 
sorship comes as no surprise to Republi- 
cans and socialists who have been 
selectively chosen by the Free State 
tuling class for frame-ups and political 
show-trials over a long period of time. 

The 18 July decision centred on the 
constitutionality of an RTE ban on the 
recording and broadcasting of speeches 
by Republican spokespersons imposed 
under Section 31 of the Broadcasting Act. 
Sinn Fein contested the ban in the High 
Court at the time of the last general elec- 
tion and won. However, on appeal from 
the government the Supreme Court over- 
turned the High Court decision holding 
that it was constitutional for a Minister of 
Justice to ban free expression from a 
source the Minister believed to involve ‘an 
evil and dangerous organisation’. 

The lessons of the Supreme Court deci- 
sion are obvious. Democratic rights and 
liberties are never secure under the 
capitalist system, but will be bartered to 
prolong the temporary power and sway of 
monopoly capital. 

Morrigan 
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IRISH JAIL GERRY TUITE 


British control over the 26 Counties of Ireland was further strength- 
ened with the conviction on July 13 of Gerry Tuite to ten years impris- 


onment 

In December 1980 Tuite made a drama- 
tic escape from Brixton Prison in Lon- 
don where he was being held as an Irish 
Republican prisoner on remand facing 
political charges. He returned to free- 
dom in his own country only to be seized 
by the Fianna Fail government and tried 
under the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) 
Act in Dublin’s Special Court. 

This first trial relates to charges of 
possession of explosives in London in 
1978. He will be put on trial again in 
October on a second charge of conspir- 
acy to cause explosions (with British 
policemen giving evidence). 

During the proceedings the prosecu- 
tion failed to present or produce much 
of its alleged evidence, exhibits and wit- 
nesses. Such ‘evidence’ as was put for- 
ward was not contained in the initial 


British prosecution case but ‘emerged’ { 


only at the Special Court. It revealed a 
number of anomalies giving it the hall- 
marks of spuriousness and fabrication. 
Whereas a search using ‘sniffer’ devices 
of a London flat vacated by Tuite 
revealed nothing, a subsequent police 
search of the long-since unoccupied flat 
produced ‘incriminating material’! 
The trial and conviction of Gerry 
Tuite by the government of Charles 
Haughey shows that Irish Republican- 
ism is as much a threat to the collaborat- 
ors of the British-created Free State as 
to the British imperialist state itself. So 
terrified is the crisis-ridden government 
of Fianna Fail that it iseven prepared to 
give up the last pretences of independ- 
ent judicial sovereignty from Britain. 
When the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) 
Act was being debated in Leinster 
House in 1975 the hypocrite Haughey 
was among its fiercest parliamentary 


opponents. Passed in 1976, the Act is 
designed to get round the ban in interna- 
tional law on extradition for political 
offences. (The British do this by not 
recognising political offences.) 

Not only has the Fianna Fail govern- 
ment, like the coalition government 
before it, used the Act for the purpose it 
was intended —having passed ten year 
sentences on Republican prisoners who 
escaped from Belfast’s Crumlin Road 


prison in June last year —it has even ex- 
tended its scope. In addition to covering 
‘certain acts done in Northern Ireland’ 
the conviction of Tuite means that it will 
be used against Republican activity in 
England. 

The jailing of Gerry Tuite and others 
under this treacherous Act shows clearly 
that the struggle for Irish freedom must 
be directed at the ruling class of the 26 
Counties as much as at their masters, 
the British imperialists. 


Sylvia Burns 


POLICE STOOGES 


The use of puppets, stooges and informers from among the popula- 
tion by an occupying imperialist power is as old as the British Empire. 


In spite of the use by the British of the 
most modern methods of surveillance, 
computers, electronic spying etc., in 
spite of the torture and humiliation of 
political prisoners, in spite of the non- 
jury Diplock Courts, in spite of elec- 
toral disenfranchisement and all the 
legal backing of the imperialists’ state 
machine, the British still resort to this 
well-tried and trusted method in the 
catalogue of repression. 

Throughout 1982 a few informers 
sold themselves to the RUC and, the 
British Army. These mercenaries sold 
out to mercenary talk. Offers of new 
lives abroad, plus payments of five- 
figure sums of money are known to be 
freely available to anyone among the 
nationalist population who ‘talks* to get 
a conviction. And let us not forget that 
in the oppressed Northern statelet a few 
words are all that is needed to put aman 
or woman into the prisons of the British 
for many years. No other ‘proof’ is 
necessary. 


Late last year Christopher Black, 
whose entire family are now believed to 
be living in England, and one other per- 
son gave ‘evidence’ to the police incrim- 
inating about 40 people, most of them 
alleged members of the INLA. 

These political prisoners have been on 
remand since that time and are now 
threatening to go on hunger strike. The 
anger of those held in Crumlin Road 
gaol is directed in particular to the use of 
uncorroborated evidence as a method 
of detention without trial. 

It is ‘estimated’ by the authorities that 
over 200 people are being detained in the 
North on the basis of ‘information’ sold 
to the RUC. In recent months about 50 
prisoners who have been held for long 
periods on charges based on word of 
mouth have seen the ‘evidence’ with- 
drawn when their cases come up in 
court. 


Sylvia Burns 


Clydeside TOM Document 


As regular readers of FRFI know, Clydeside Troops Out Movement 
called the police to have the FRFI contingent removed from a march 
in Hamilton on 22 May. FRFI made this known publicly and issued a 
demand to the National Steering Committee of the Troops Out Move- 
ment (TOM) to expel Clydeside TOM. TOM’s National Steering Com- 
mittee responded to this with an insultingly brief, unsigned letter 
denying the allegations. Just what investigation did TOM base its 
categorical denial on? Not any, is the answer. They chose to believe a 
four-page document produced by Clydeside TOM which lies about 
police involvement and goes on to launch a viciously sectarian attack 
on the RCG and Glasgow Irish Freedom Action Committee. The docu- 
ment is a ‘secret’ one for internal TOM circulation only. TOM has not 
the courage to deny the allegations publicly. Nor is this surprising. 
For their denial is a lie, their four-page document is a pack of lies and 
there are just too many independent witnesses testifying that the 
police were called, to allow TOM to dare to make a public stand on the 


issue. 
In the Clydeside TOM document il says: 


‘As to the events in Hamilton... Dur- 
ing the preparations of this march the 
band alliance decided that it did not 
want GIFAC/RCG banners on the 
march as it did not wanted (sic) to be 
associated with these organisations. 
This request was supported by other 
organisations supporting the march. 
Because of strength of feeling about 
this among ordinary supporters no 
need was felt for extensive discussion 
or a vote, on this issue and the deci- 
sion was relayed to GIFAC. On the 
day of the march an RCG banner was 
displayed. Two stewards were sent to 
deal with the problem. They were one 
of the two chief stewards and a band- 
master — both responsible and trusted 
people. After some argument the 
RCG took their banner down. WE 
STRESS THAT OUR STEWARDS 
RELIED ENTIRELY ON THEIR 
MORAL AUTHORITY AND 
THAT FORCE WAS NOT USED. 


WE REJECT WITH CONTEMPT 
ANY SUGGESTION THAT OUR 
STEWARDS HAD ANY CON- 
TACT WITH THE POLICE OVER 
THIS MATTER.’ (Emphasis in orig- 
inal) 


Really this just will not do! Putting lies 
in capitals does not render them any 
closer to the truth, Firstly Clydeside 
TOM openly admits banning GIFAC 
and the RCG from the march for purely 
sectarian reasons — disgraceful enough, 
one would think. Secondly, it admits 
that a self-appointed clique took the 
banning decision — ‘no need was felt for 
avote’ indeed! Third, they ask people to - 
believe that they used their ‘moral auth- 
ority’ and the RCG — which has fought 
every attempt to ban us either by the 
police or Labour movement bureau- 
crats — evidently crumbled in the face of 
their great ‘moral authority’. What non- 
sense. We have never been removed 
from a march except by police force, eg 
Glasgow May 1981. And having seen 


Clydeside TOM at its pro-imperialist 
work over the past years we have no 
hesitation in saying that it has no moral 
authority, no political principle and no 
shred of the normal, decent standards 
of political behaviour. We repeat the 
fact —which TOM must recognise: and 
act on: Clydeside TOM called the police 
to remove FRFI from the march. 

So numerous are the lies in Clydeside 
TOM’s document that it would make 
tedious reading to list them all, and we 
have no intention of doing so here. 
GIFAC has produced a statement in 
reply to Clydeside TOM which makes 
the essential political point: 


‘Once again we in the GIFAC state 
that this sectarian position must be 
ended. The Irish people need all the 
support they can get. It’s intolerable 
that an organisation which fully sup- 
ports the struggle of the Irish people 
should be prevented from marching 
in this way. Such bans only aid our 
enemy, only weaken the already too 
small solidarity movement. The 
CTOM must put a stop to its plans to 
continue to ban the GIFAC and other 
organisations.” 
Copies of Clydeside TOM’s ‘secret’ 
document are available to bone fide org - 
anisations and individuals who want 
one. Also individual signed statements 
testifying to the truth of the Clydeside 
TOM’s actions on the Hamilton march. 
These include statements by Edinburgh 
LCI members, SWP members, Tyne- 
side Action Committee on Ireland 
members and other independents. All 
available from: : 
RCG (Scotland) Box 40, 43 Candle- 
maker Row, Edinburgh. Please enclose 
a large stamped addressed envelope. 


@ Dublin Youth Support IRA 


An opinion poll carried out in Dubler 
among unemployed youth has reveaiec 
that among unemployed youth betweer 
16 and 24 in Dublin no less than 23% 
regarded the Provisional IRA as a goox 
organisation. This figure, in the face o 
anti-Republican propaganda which & 
strong and all-pervasive in the Free Stats 
media, confirms powerful support for the 
revolutionary national struggle among th 
unemployed youth. 

It was these youths who, following ths 
murder of Bobby Sands, IRA Volunteer, or 
hunger strike last year, engaged the Fre: 
State police in fierce and sustained stree 
fighting in the very heart of Dublin. Thé 
blow struck by the youth against Free 
State collaboration with British imperial 
ism was the most significant develoe 
ment of the hunger strike campaign. ! 
revealed the revolutionary potential o 
that campaign to extend the struggle int 
the heart of the Free State itself. Not sur 
prisingly it drew forth slanderous con 
demnation from all the collaborationts 
forces, open and disguised. 

However the poll findings one year late 
confirm that the youth remain firm in thes 
support of the revolutionary nations 
struggle. The Irish ruling class and = 
those who fear the revolutionary hatre: 
and anger of the youth will be dismaye: 
by these findings. But communists am 
anti-imperialists know that when the fo 
ces of the dispossessed youth are inte 
grated into the revolutionary nationa 
struggle the end will be at hand not ont 
for British imperialism but also for al © 
collaborators in Ireland. 

Terry Marlowe 


@ Report on Irish AAM Concer 


The Irish Anti Apartheid Movement hele 
commemorative concert in Liberty Ha 
Dublin on Friday 25 June. 

The main speaker was Kadar Asma 
the chairperson IAA, who said that 
were.and are striking similarities 
the struggle in South Africa and tf 
struggle. He pointed out that the ANC w 
60 years established, that in fact ™ 
commemorated its foundation om 2 
June. 

He gave a long outline of the A 
struggle of the ANC and the 
means of struggle used. 

Eamonn Mac Thomais, the 
guished Dublin writer and historian 
by quoting the Freedom Charter of So 
Africa and said it reminded him of th 
ings of Padraig Pearse, the 1916 lead 

He saw that people were in prison 
South Africa today for standing by ™ 
Freedom Charter, while in Ireland anyor 
who stands by the Irish Charter, the 19° 
Proclamation, could be imprison 
Eamonn pointed out that the apa 
laws were very similar to the British law 
which were used for hundreds of years 
Ireland. Eamonn Mac Thomais was 
risoned on four occasions by the Fre 
State, he is a former editor of the Repud 
can paper An Phoblacht. 

Ulick O'Connor, writer and poet, rea 
three of his poems, including one abo 
Block and last year's long hunger stew 
Ulick concluded with a poem about 
South African child whose father was 
prison. 

A collection for an ANC college i 
zania raised almost £70. An 
student distributed leaflets co 
Israel's atrocities in the Lebano 

The commemoration was no 
at all in the Dublin newspapers 9 
Radio/Telefis Eirann. 


aa a 


Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! September 1962 


@ Dundee Street 
Meetings on PLO 


On 14 August Dundee FRFI sup- 
porters group held its fourth suc- 
cessful street meeting in City 
Square in support of the Palestine 
Liberation. Organisation and to 
denounce the savage genocide of 
the Zionists in Lebanon. 

Here in Dundee the situation for 
building a massive campaign in 
support of Palestinian self- 
determination could not have 
been better. The District Council 
and local Labour Party have cam- 
paigned in the labour movement 
for many years and has a proud 
record of support for the PLO. 
Dundee has twinned with Nablus 
on the West Bank and its mayor 
Bassam Shaka (who had his legs 
blown off by a Zionist bomb) was 
recently a civic guest. 

Yetdespite this proud record not 
one British left group officially sup- 
ported the street meetings. 
Although invited, the Labour Party, 
CPGB.SWP, and WRP didnot even 
reply to us. Despite their absence, 
FRFI supporters will continue their 
work. In this work we are again 
having to resist police attacks. 
Dundee FRFI group has had to 
battle long and hard for the right to 
use City Square. In the past police 
have seized copies of revolutionary 
newspapers in a blatant attempt 
to censor our activities. Again, at 
the last street meeting we were 
ordered to remove ourbanners and 
placards, but refused. We now 
have copies of thebye-lawswritten 
in large letters on placards which 
we intend todisplay in the future to 
defend our rights. 


@ Dundee Irish 
Republican Solidarity 
Campaign 


On 19 August the Dundee Irish 
Republican Solidarity Campaign 
held its first public meeting for 
some time. A message of support 
was received from the GIFAC who 
welcomed the support which the 
DIRSC had shown for its marches 
in the past and looked forward to 
further joint activity. 

A letter was also read out from 
the mother of Patsy O'Hara— 
INLA—a volunteer who was mur- 
dered during last year’s hunger 
strike, which addressed the Irish 
Solidarity Movements in Scotland, 
England and Wales. 

A committee meeting will take 
place very soon to plan future 
work in Dundee. Details from FRFI 
sellers. 


@ Bradford Irish 
Solidarity Committee 


A step forward for Irish Solidarity 
work in Bradford was made in July 
with the holding of the Bradford 
rish Solidarity Committee's first 
The audience of 


p meeting 


with BISC to build up solidarity 
with the Irish people. A reporter 
from the reactionary local paper, 
the Telegraph and Argus, was 
barred from the meeting as a res- 
ponse to the paper's hypocrisy in 
showing front-page pictures of 
injured horses, while ignoring the 
maimed and murdered victims of 
plastic bullets. The very next day 
the same paper began a hysterical 
campaign against BISC and the 
meeting, with headlines of, ‘Pro- 
IRA Meeting Fury’. As a direct 
result of these newspaper articles, 
moves are now afoot to ban BISC 
from using Bradford College 
premises for meetings— moves 
which have the backing of the 
Deputy President. of the College 
Students Union, who also happens 
to be a supporter of the anti-lrish 
‘Militant’ newspaper. BISC and 
FRFI supporters in the college will 
be fighting any attempts to censor 
their activity on Ireland. 

Despite the press campaign 
against BISC, people in Bradford 
have continued to show that there 
is widespread support for the end- 
ing of British imperialist rule in 
Ireland! The petition calling for the 
immediate withdrawal of British 
troops has now attracted several 
hundred signatures. This support 
from members of the public has 
predictably alarmed the police 
who have stepped up their harass- 
ment of BISC members in the city 
centre. The police demanded that 
placards calling for Victory to the 
Irish People! were removed as they 
would cause a ‘breach of the 
peace’, and also that members of 
the public should not be app- 
roached with the petition as this 
would constitute an ‘obstruction’. 
The police have openly admitted 
their attempt to break up BISC act- 
ivities because they are ‘too 
touchy’! This latest harassment, 
in line with the escalation of police 
attacks nationally on anti-imper- 
ialists, will be fought by BISC. 
More street meetings are planned 
and local councillors are to be 
contacted to support free speech 
on Ireland. 

Contact by writing to: 

Bradford Irish Solidarity 
Committee, c/o Box BISC, LAP, 
59 Cookridge St, Leeds 2 
Jenefer Thomas 


@ Leeds 3 - the struggle 
goes on 


Regular readers of FRFI will recall 
how West Yorkshire police 
appealed to the Divisional Court 
against the successful appeal by 
two Leeds FRFI supporters, Gor- 
don Teal and Bill Bolloten, arres- 
ted for selling FRFI from door to 
door in Chapeltown on 28 May 
1981. 

On 21 July 1982 Lord Justice 
Ormrod and Mr Justice Comyn 
upheld the police appeal. Gordon 
Teal and Bill Bolloten have now to 
go back to Leeds Crown Court for 
another hearing of the case. 
Merely for selling FRFI the 


Magistrates Court, a Crown Court 
hearing, a Divisional Court hearing 
and now another Crown Court 
hearing. To cap it all, Gordon Teal 
has had topay £147 legalaidcontri- 
butions for the privilege of having 
been taken to the Divisional Court 
by the police. 

It is now over 15 months since 
the arrests, yet little does the Brit- 
ish judicial system care about the 
worry, anxiety and inconvenience 
such drawn-out, proceedings 
cause. Even less does it care that 
the reasons for its actions are 
understood by its victims. The Div- 
isional Court’s justifications for 
returning Gordon Teal and Bill 
Bolloten to Leeds Crown Court for 
retrial can only be understood by 
the demented logic of reactionary 
ruling class minds. Truly, British 
justice is nothing but an incom- 
prehensible tangle of laws, delays, 
opinions and__ interpretations 
designed by the ruling class to 
trap and oppress the workers. 

The date of the new hearing has 
yet to be set. FRFI will continue to 
fight this case and asks for your 
support. Money is particularly 
needed to meet legal costs. 
Messages of support and dona- 
tions please to: 

Leeds Three Defence Campaign, 
clo FRFI, LAP, 

59 Cookridge Street, 

Leeds 2 

Gordon Teal 


e London meeting 
supports PLO 


On 14 July London FRFI held a 
meeting to protest against the 
Zionist invasion of Lebanon. The 
400-strong audience listened to 
rousing speeches in support of the 
struggles of the Palestinian People 
led by the PLO and afterwards 
participated in a lively discussion. 

The FRFI speaker emphasised 
the fact that the Zionist state of 
Israel was‘established by British 
imperialism in order to service its 
interests-in that part of the world. 
And further, that from its birth the 
puppet state of Israel had carried 
out this reactionary role by its 
world-wide "support of the most 
reactionary regimes including 
South Africa — the supply and deli- 
very of armaments by the Zionist 
state being one of its prime servi- 
ces to imperialism. 

The next speaker was Hassan 
Iranian People Fedai Gueril- 
Sons of the Village, amovement of 
the Palestinians inoccupied Pales- 
tine. He had recently left Palestine 
after having been under house 
arrest for two years. He vividly 
conveyed the oppression suffered 
by the Palestinian people being 
robbed of their land, having their 
houses bulldozed about them, and 
being subjected to the constant 
harassment of the repressive laws 
applied to Palestinians by 
Zionist state. He 
the Israeli auth 


the Pa 


this recognition of the PLO you are 
thrown into prison. If you wear Pal- 
estinian colours you are thrown 
into prison. Racism, assassination 
and terror are the methods of con- 
trol used by the authorities against 
the occupied population. The true 
voice of the oppressed Palestin- 
ians, his speech was repeatedly 
interrupted by applause when he 
said, 


‘as victims of racism, as victims 
of imperialism, we cannot and 
will not be racists or support 
any kind of imperialism. We try 
to unite our struggle with the 
Jews, especially the oppressed 
Jews...because we believe 
that Zionism is not only the 
enemy of the Palestinians and 
the whole Arab nation, it is also 
the enemy of the Jews in Israel. 


He further added, 


‘...our struggle is not only for 
Palestine... the Palestinian 
people believe that the whole 
question of liberation in the 
world is their question... For 
example, the women of political 
prisoners in tsrael...demon- 
strated not only to defend their 
sons in Israeli jails, they also 
defended the revolutionaries of 
the Irish people’. 


He received a long ovation and 
then continued, 


‘We defend the struggle of the 
people of El Salvador and every 
movement against imperialism, 
Zionism, reactionaries every- 
where and all of us will be victor- 
ious!" 


Hassan Eljabari was followed by 
Michel Massih, a Palestinian bar- 
rister practising in Britain and by 
solidarity messages from London 
Sinn Fein, the Organisation of 
Iranian People Fedaiin Guerril- 
las, the El Salvador Solidarity 
Campaign and the sponsoring 
organisations of the meeting, the 
City Branch of Anti-Apartheid 
Movement, the Revolutionary 
Communist League and the North 
and South London Irish Solidarity 
Committees. The collection taken 
brought in £160, and having met 
the expenses of the meeting from 
this, the remaining £70 was dona- 
ted to the Palestine Red Crescent 
Society. 


e Northumbria police call 
for curb on demos 


Over the last few months Greys 
Monument in. Newcastle has 
become a focal point for political 
activists, protests and demonstra- 
tions. This has proved too much for 
the Northumbria police. 

Using as an excuse the fact that 
there has been political daubingon 
various buildings and memorials, 
and backed up by the Normandy 
Veterans Association and New- 
castle Council, Chief Supt. Thynne 
has said, ‘Police are keen toensure 
law and order at protest gatherings 
on the memorial steps, but any ob- 
structiontothe public whether it be 
by political groups or buskers and 
sellers will lead to prosecution.’ 
Chief Supt. Thynne then went onat 
great lengths to say ‘We would not 
like to ban freedom of speech for 
anyone, no matter what political 
group it may be’ 

However, it is perfectly obvious 
that the first serious moves have 
been made to curtail free speech 
and demonstrations in Newcastle. 
The instrument for this will be 
‘obstruction’ laws which are used 
for political censorship by the 
police nationally. The Tyneside 
Irish Freedom ActionCommitteeis 
not going to be intimidated from 
carrying on its work. Anyone wish- 
contact the committee 
should write to 
AS King, c/o Porters Lodge, New- 
castle University. Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

Blanche Ashley 
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EVENTS 
SD 


5-10 SEPTEMBER 


BLONDON 


Public Meeting. Victory to the Irish 
People! Troops Out Now! Film: The 


BLONDON 


Namibia Day Benefit Gig. To raise 
funds for Namibia war victims. Bands: 
Tribesmen, Kingston Rebel Sound 
System, SWAPO singers. Saturday 4 
September. Haringey Trade and 
Community Centre, Brabant Road, N22 
(near Wood Green Tube), 8pm-12 
midnight. Admission: £2, unwaged 
£1.50. Tickets from Namibia Support 
Committee, 53 Leverton St, London 
NWS5. 267 1914/2. 


LONDON 


Public Forum. Trade Unions in Retreat. 
Tuesday 7 September, Camden Labour 
Club, Carol St, NW1, 7.30pm. N 
London FRFI. 


Dern ee ae aad 
11-17 SEPTEMBER 


LEEDS 


Demonstration; Defend the Precinct 6! 
Stop Police Harassment! 11 
September. Assemble Eastgate 2pm. 
(near NCP Car Park). 


LONDON. 


Planning Meeting: End Loans to 
Southern Africa (ELTSA). We need your 
help to build the campaign against 
British economic collaboration with 
apartheid. Thursday 16 September at 
467 Caledonian Road, London N7, 
6-8.30pm. New members especially 
welcome. Write to above address or tel 
01-609 0211 for details. 


MLEEDS 


FRFI Public Forum. Victory to the 
ANC! Smash Apartheid Now! 
Thursday 16 September, Community 
Centre, Reginald Terrace, Leeds 7. 
Leeds FRFI. 


BRADFORD 

Public warp? Stop Police 
Harassment! Stop Police Censorship 
on Ireland! Friday 17 September, 
Room 2, Central Library, 7.30pm. 
Bradford Irish Solidarity Committee. 


TST 
18-24 SEPTEMBER 


GLASGOW 4 2 
Public Meeting. Scottish Prisons — 
Take the Lid Off! Wednesday 22 
September, City Hall, Albion Street. 
7. eee: Admission 25p, Glasgow 
FRFI. 


LEEDS _ 


Public Meeting. Defend the Precinct 6! 
Stop Police Harassment! Thursday 23 
September 8pm, Leeds Trades Club. 


Pie ee 
25 SEPT - 1 OCT 


BEDINBURGH 


Public Meeting. Police, Prison and 
Repression. Tuesday 28 September, 
Edinburgh Trades Council, Picardy 
Place, 7.30pm, admission 25p. 
Edinburgh FRFI 


BLONDON 


Public Forum. The Appointment of Sir 
Kenneth Newman. Wednesday 29 
September, Lambeth Town Hall, 
Brixton 7.30pm. Admission 30p. S 
London FRFI. 


MANCHESTER 


Public Forum. Building the Communist z 


Movement in Britain. Friday 1 October, 
Lass O’Gowrie Public House, Charles 
Street (next to BBC Oxford Road) 
7.30pm, Manchester FRFI 


ES) 
2-9 OCTOBER 
LONDON, 
Public Meeting. No Police Censorship! 
Drop the Charges Now! Tuesday 5 
October, Lola Jones Hall, Tooting 
Swimming Pool, Garratt Lane, SW17. 
7.30pm. Admission 30p (40p on door). 


South London Irish Solidarity 
Committee. 


LONDON | i 
Public Forum: South African Political 
Prisoners. Tuesday 5 October, Camden 
Labour Club, Carol Street, NW1, 
7.30pm, N London FRFI Group. 


Public Meeting: Police - Censorship 
and Repression. Thursday 7 October. 
Location from sellers, 7pm. Admission 
25p. Dundee FRFI. 


BBRADFORD 
Public Forum: Smash Ri. 
Immigration Controls. F 
October. Room 4, Central Lib 
7.30pm. Bradford FRFI 


MNEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 


A night of Irish music by Red 
Umbrella. Free buffet, Free raffle! 
Friday 8 October, Printers Pie 
(Upstairs) 7pm. Admission 75p. 
Tyneside Action Committee on Ireland. 


COMING SOON 


LONDON 


Street Meetings: Victory to the Irish 
People! Tri Out Now! Defend 
Democratic Rights! Saturday 9 
October, Tooting Broadway Tube, 
1.45pm. South London Irish Solidarity 
Committee. 


LONDON 


Pickets called by North and South 
London Irish Solidarity Committees. 
Drop the Charges! End Police 
Harassment! Tooting 3— Monday 11 
October, Wells St Magistrates Court, 
W1, 9.30am. Mayday 2 — Tuesday/ 
Wednesday 12-13 October, Wells St 
Magistrates Court W1, 9.30am. 
Roundwood 1 — Tuesday 19 October, 
Willesden Magistrates Court, NW10, 
9.30am. 


BLEEDS 


Public Forum: The Prison Struggle. 
Thursday 14 October, 7.30pm. 
Community Centre, Reginald Terrace, 
Leeds 7. Leeds FRFI. 


MINEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 


Exhibition: Bin Lids and Barricades. 

October 18-29, St Thomas the Martyr 
Church, Haymarket. Tyneside Action 
Committee on Ireland. 


BIBUILDING AN IRISH SOLIDARITY 
MOVEMENT 


One Day National Conference Called 
by NLISC and SLISC — other 
organisations and individuals 
sponsoring it. Sunday 21 November, 
Caxton House, St John's Way, 
Archway, N19. SESSIONS ON: 
solidarity with the Irish Revolution; 
Irish prisoners, PTA and Police 
harassment. Debates and discussion. 
Local reports. Speakers will include 
David Reed (author of the Communist 
Tradition on Ireland) and Alastair 
Logan (solicitor with detailed 
knowledge of the PTA and Irish 
Prisoners. Many others invited. Ali 
welcome. Delegates fee is £2.50 for 
employed, £1 for unemployed. 
Accommodation, creche and 
refreshments available. Send 
applications now to NLISC, Box BM 
5, London WC1N 3xx. 
Sponsorships invited from other 
bodies, committees etc, working in 
support of the Irish struggle. |; « 


PPORT COMMITT 


LEEDS 

Precinct 6 Defence Committee meets 
every Wednesday in Leeds Trades 
Club at 7.30pm. All welcome. 


BINORTH LONDON 
Irish Solidarity Committee meets on 
Friday 17 September and 1 October at 


Camden Labour Club, Carol St, 
London NW1 at 7.30pm 


MSOUTH LONDON _ 


Irish Solidarity Committee meets 
Thursdays, 9 and 23 September and 7 
October at Lambeth Town Hall, 
Brixton at 7.30pm 


TYNESIDE 


Action Committee on Ireland meets 
weekly. Write for details to AS King c/o 
Porters Lodge, Newcastle University, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

BGLASGOW_ 

Irish Freedom Action Committee 
meets weekly. For détails write to 
GIFAC c/o Box 15, First of May 
Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row, 
Edinburgh. 


BRADFORD _ = 
Irish Solidarity Committee. For details 


contact BISC c/o Box BISC, LAP, 59 
Cookridge Street, Leeds 7 


1 SUPPORTER GROUPS 


SOUTH LONDON meets on Tuesday 14 
September at Jeffrey's Library, Jeffreys 
Road, Stockwell SW4 7.30pm 

NORTH LONDON Tuesday 21 September, 
7.30pm, Camden Labour Club, Carol Street, 
NWI 

EDINBURGH Meets fortnightly. Details 
from FRFI sellers or from Box 40, First of 
May Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row, 
Edinburgh 

DUNDEE meets fortnightly. Details from 
FRFI sellers or from Box 40, First of May 
Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh 
MLEEDS meets on Tuesdays 7 and 21 
September, 5 October at Leeds Trades 
Council Club, Saville Mount, Leeds 7, 
7.30pm 

MANCHESTER Deiails from local FRFI 
sellers 


from local FRFI 


DFORD Details 


LIVERPOOL D rom local FRFI 


BRISTOL De 
BIRMINGHAM 


ES 


Warmest greetings 


Letter from National Council of 
Resistance (Iran) 

The following letter is a response 
to FRFI's support for the anti- 
imperialist forces in Iran 
amongst whom are the 
Organisation of Iranian People’s 
Feidaii Guerillas and the People’s 
Mojahedin Organisation of Iran. 
The latter is the dominant and 
most consistently democratic 
revolutionary force in the NCR. 
This letter is from the NCR 
offices in Paris. 


Dear Friends, 

Coinciding with the 
commencement of the second 
year of its successful campaign 
of resistance, we are pleased to 
inform you that the Chairman of 
‘the National Council of 
Resistance (founded on July 21, 
1981), Mr Mas'ud Rajavi, wishes 
to express his sincere regards 
and conveys the warmest 
greetings. 

Mr Rajavi wishes to further 
express his gratitude for your 
solidarity and for your message 
of support. At the same time, we 
hope you will be kind enough to 
forgive any delay that might have 
arisen in this respect. 

As you are well aware, the 
reactionary dictatorship of 
Khomeini has been in a full 
campaign of war, with its 
maximal efforts and using every 
available means, against 
humanity and democracy, the 
reply to which has, nevertheless, 
been a remarkable resistance 
that has surpassed historical 

_ boundaries stretching far 
beyond. 

Your support for the National 
Council of Resistance does 
indeed speak of the respect that 


_ you hold for the Iranian people's 


just and democratic struggle, 

while being also indicative of the 

faith you maintain for the 

realisation of justice and 

democracy in our homeland. In 

~ fact, deep in their hearts and in 

their thoughts, our people will 
always cherish your support and 

solidarity. 

With profound gratitudes and 

best wishes, 

Office of the National Council of 

Resistance. 


REVIEW COPIES RECEIVED 
pb = paperback, 
hb = hardback 


Mohamed Babu African 
socialism or socialist Africa 
Zed Press £5.95 pb, £16.95 hb 

Dan Nabudere Imperialism in 
East Africa (Vol 1) Zed Press 
£16.95 hb 

George Beckford/Michael Witter’ 
Small Garden, Bitter Weed, 
Struggle and change in 
Jamaica Zed Press £5.95 pb, 
£16.95 hb 

Alexander Shlyapnikov On the 
eve of 1917 Allison & Busby 
£4.95 pb 

John Mercer The stories of 
vanishing peoples Allison & 
Busby £2.95 pb 

Richard Croucher Engineers at 
War 1939-1945 Merlin Press 
£4.80 pb 

James Dunkerly The Long War — 
Dictatorship & Revolution in 
El Salvador Junction Books 
£5.95 pb, £12.50 hb 

Andrew Gamble Britain in 
Decline Macmillan Press 
£3.95 pb, £12.50 hb 

Latin America Bureau (Essays) 
The European Challenge — 
Europe's new role in Latin 
America LAB £3.95 pb 

Jenny Pearce Under the Eagle — 
US intervention in Central 
America & the Caribbean LAB 
£3.95 pb 

Tom Pickard The Jarrow March 
Allison & Busby 

Tony Cliff Neither Washington 
nor Moscow Bookmarks 


£3.95 


SEAMUS COSTELLO Slanderous attacks? 


Editorial note: This letter has 
been condensed for reasons of 
space 


Comrade, 

Throughout the Hunger Strike the 
entire British left were revealed 
as totally bankrupt, reactionary, 
and pro-imperialist, the RCG 
being the only exception... 
However... under the disguise of 
a review your paper FRFI July- 
August carried a veiled 
slanderous attack on the IRSP. 
Your more serious offence in our 
opinion was in committing the 
crime of carrying out slanderous 
attacks on the memory and 
accomplishment of Seamus 
Costello the murdered 
revolutionary Republican 
Socialist leader... 

1 Why did Costello spend 
four years in the Officials after 
their opportunism became clear? 
I'm sure the IRSP comrades 
recognize that it was an error not 
to break from the Officials 
sooner but the fact is the IRSP/ 
INLA did recognize that a point 
had been reached when the 
Officials were hopelessly 
bankrupt, degenerate and 
counter revolutionary and for this 
they are to be congratulated... 
Your review, like most articles on 
Ireland in Socialist Worker, 
Socialist Challenge, Newsline, 
Militant, starts by commending 
and praising the courage of Irish 
Republicans and ends up 
attacking them. 

2 Why did it become 
necessary to establish a new 
political party instead of allying 
themselves with the 
Provisionals? This question was 
raised in an interview in an IRSP 
pamphlet available from the IRSP 
head office in Dublin on request. 
In reply the IRSP say: 


1 Incertain respects the IRSP is 
in agreement with the 
Provisionals but there are 
many areas of disagreement. 

2 The IRSP is a revolutionary 
socialist party. 

3 We the IRSP contend that the 
struggle for national liberation 
must be led and controlled by 
the working class. 


This is not the case at present. 
Of course one reason why the 
IRSP didn't join the Provisionals 
may have been that they 
wouldn't have been welcomed, In 
Hands Off Ireland! No 9 Nov '79 
an IRA spokesperson when 
asked do you foresee the IRA 
and INLA working together in 
future, answered ‘No, | don’t 
think that will happen mainly 
because of the previous history 
of INLA.’ 


Pleasant surprise 
Bulgarians lash Brits 


Dear comrades, 

| recently returned from socialist 
Bulgaria. Imagine my pleasant 
surprise on opening the English 
language weekly Sofia News for 
August the 11th and finding that 
the lead item in the international 
news column was of the Brit 
attack on the anti-internment 
demonstration in Derry! The 
paper carried many other items 
of anti-imperialist interest. The 
Bulgarians have a strong 
sympathy for the liberation 
struggles of oppressed people. 
They were oppressed by the 
Turks for a long period of their 
history, and after a long period of 
partisan struggle joined with the 
Soviet Red Army to chase the 
German fascists out of the 
country at gunpoint. No wonder 
the imperialists and their 
hangers-on attack the socialist 
countries! 

Yours sincerely 

GT 

London 


3 How could Costello justify 
opposing free abortion on 
demand? It really is not on for 
your reviewer to drag up 
something from 8 years ago. 
Between 76/79 your Irish bulletin 
Hands Off Ireland! quite rightly 
criticized the Brit left groups who 
used as a pretext for their failure 
to support the armed struggle of 
the IRA, the IRA’s alleged lack of 
a progressive policy on a variety 
of issues... 

4 The pamphlet contains an 
obvious attack on the 
Provisionals made by Costello in 
September 1976?...Is your 
reviewer so naive to imagine it is 
possible to explain the formation 
of the IRSP/INLA without 
criticizing the Provisionals in 
some way and finally if anything 
has been diminished, it is the 
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sincerity of the RCG's claims to 
want to build any principled anti- 
imperialist movement. 

J Malone 

Irish Republican Solidarity 
Campaign 

Dundee 


SP replies: 

If Comrade Malone read the. 
review with any attention at all, 
he would have noticed that | was 
criticising not Seamus Costello, 
but a pamphlet about him. | 
criticised that pamphlet because 
it didn't explain some of the 
important things Seamus 
Costello did or some of the 
policies he supported. | did not 
and could not pass judgement on 
his views or his actions — that is 
for the Irish movement to do, not 
the British. 


WHO GUARDS THE GUARDS 


1 


Enquiries were held— everyone agreed 

The prisoner was murdered —a terrible deed 
Three prison guards—charged into his cell 

A vicious onslaught—a defenceless man fell 
Kicked him— punched him—broke flesh and bone 
Left him there bleeding —to die all alone. 


Who guards the guards — the question was cried 
Who guards the guards — but no-one replied 
Who guards the guards — his last dying breath 
Who guards the guards — that beat him to death? 


2 


Court was assembled — culprits brought to book 
Statements were given —the oath it was took 

But the killers went free—no retribution 

‘Not Guilty’ verdicts—a legal execution!!! 

They say Justice is blind—that much is plain 

For she'd have wept—to see what they done in her name. 


Who guards the guards-— the question was cried 
Who guards the guards— but no-one replied 
Who guards the guards — his last dying breath 
Who guards the guards -— that beat him to death? 


3 


Hey Mister Guard—help us understand 

How your conscience — justifies blood on your hand 

Do you sleep at night — do your kids fear your touch 

Can you look your wife in the eye —does it bother you much? 
‘Cos a prisoner’s been murdered —and no-one’s to blame 
Just clean up the blood boys—and cross out his name! 


Who guards the guards — the question was cried 
Who guards the guards — but no-one replied 
Who guards the guards — his last dying breath 
Who guards the guards -—that beat him to death? 


JA 


Resistance in 
Scottish cages 


Dear FRFI 

From 4 June for 11 days 
opposition to the barbaric prison 
cages (see FRFI 21) stepped up 
in Scotland's Porterfield Prison, 
Inverness. 

For nearly two months the 
prison system was able to 
silence the protest but some of 
the truth eventually leaked out on 
4 August when ‘serious damage’ 
to the cages was admitted. The 
deputy governor of Porterfield 
along with another couple of 
flunkeys also got a taste of their 
own medicine when the prisoners 
emptied a chamber pot over their 
heads. 

The cages, already bare and 
grim enough, are ominously said 
to have built in ‘further security 
measures’. The nature of these 
measures is not clear but FRFI 
readers can be assured that the 
attempt to make animals out of 
prisoners will reach new evil 
depths. 

In a small crack in the prison 
censorship a prisoner in 


Peterhead prison has just been 
allowed to receive FRFI. It 
possibly has something to do 
with the fact that he has a case 
lodged with the European Court 
of Human Rights and that we 
had written to him outlining a 
future campaign to secure these 
rights for him. 

Gc 

Scotland 


You know the truth 


Dear FRFI, 
| am a Palestinian and it is the 
first time | have read your paper, 
issue no 21. It is really uplifting 
and comforting to hear a voice 
raised courageously against 
Zionism, a voice which knows 
what the truth really is and 
fights for it. In the Lebanon war 
the Israelis had to unmask their 
savage face that had been well 
hidden for 34 years. 

| wish | could make all the 
world read your paper. 

Keep up your great work. 
Sincerely 
MH 
Manchester 


Scourge of the earth 


Dear Comrade, 
Many thanks for your letter of 28 
July including your very 
wonderful paper which | will be 
grateful to accept starting with 
your current enclosed issue No 
4 

Imperialism is the scourge of 
the earth, the sooner it is burned 
to the roots the better. With all 
the sincerity and admiration of 
my heart, | thank those gallant 
men and women of all 
nationalities who stand on street 
corners in the face of Police 
hostility and preach the 
atrocious barbarism of the 
British government and its army 
in the six northern counties of 
Ireland. 
| am yours very sincerely 
PJC 
Lincs 


Poisoning the youth 
Dear FRFI, 

The British capitalist state, 
having destroyed the latest 
threat to its degrading racist 
rule (The Summer Uprisings), is 
determined to make sure that it 
will face no such similar threat 
from future generations of 
youth. 

It has attempted to do this by 
employing racist, middle-class 
teachers in many schools, 
hoping to brainwash youth with 
fascist ideas. The ideas usually 
follow the same trend as the 
following: 


a) Large scale immigration is 
one of the major causes of 
the recession in Great Britain 
today. 

The Soviet Union (ie 

communism) is the only 

major threat to world security 
and must be annihilated. 

c) Great Britain is a very 
righteous and fair country 
and has always been just 
and fair in any situation, in 
any part of the world. 

d) Unemployment has been 
caused by Trade Unions and 
Socialists who have 
overpriced workers by 
demanding higher wages, 
and can only be eradicated 
by eliminating these 
organisations. 


b) 


There are many more fascist 
ideas being taught in schools, 
but the above four are the major 
ones. The British state hopes 
that the majority of white 
middle-class youth will believe 
these lies and therefore be ideal 
‘troops' to combat Socialism 
and Communism. But thankfully 
only a small minority are gullible 
enough to be fooled by this 


blatantly obvious attempt to 


Kampuchea 


Dear Comrades, 
When the UN General Assembly 
opens on 21 September, the 
imperialists will be trying to seat 
as the Kampuchean delegate a 
representative of their newly 
created anti-Vietnamese coalition 
of exiles. This coalition, fronted 
by Sihanouk and Son Sann, is 
based on the genocidal Khmer 
Rouge who murdered millions of 
Kampucheans. The imperialists 
want the Khmer Rouge returned 
to power to enslave the people of 
Kampuchea, to threaten the 
revolutionary governments in the 
area, and to help police their 
billions of dollars worth of 
investment in South-East Asia. 
The British government will 
support this monstrous charade 
unless there is sufficient 
opposition in this country. All 
individuals and organisations 
should write NOW to their MP 
and to the Foreign Secretary, 
demanding that the British 
government should support the 
proposal that the Kampuchean 
seat at the UN be left open for 
the time being — a position 
supported by the present 
Kampuchean government. 
Yours fraternally 
Steve Palmer 
London 


Please note our 
address is: 
FRFI, 

BCM Box 5909, 
London WC1N 3XX 


SEND US YOUR 


LETTERS 
We welcome 
letters from 
readers. Please 
keep them as short 
as you can 


poison their minds, but we must 
never forget that the threat still 
remains. 

One obvious example of this 
policy is a statement made by 2 
History teacher to a classfull of 
pupils, in a school in Leeds. He 
said ‘The Soviet Union is the 
biggest colonial power that the 
world has ever seen’. 

If that is so, then what were 
the British soldiers doing in 
places like India, Africa and the 
Middle-East? Were they not 
colonising free and independent 
nations for Britain’s own selfish 
and capitalist needs. British 
soldiers are responsible for the 
suppression and murder of 
thousands of citizens of these 
independent nations. We can 
even see British colonialism in 
action today in the British 
occupation of the North of 
Ireland. 

How can a British teacher 
have the nerve to accuse 
another country of colonialism 
without referring to the British 
Empire? The tragedy of the 
situation is that some fools will 
actually believe these lies and 
will therefore be ideal recruits 
for racist, fascist organisations. 

This problem, along with the 
other obvious type of racism, 
both by fascists and teachers is 
normal for non-white pupils to 
endure. Pupils should organise 
to prevent this type of racist filth 
being taught and stop black 
pupils being victimized by racist 
teachers. 

If this could be done then 
victory over the capitalist state 
and the fascist organisations 
would be one step nearer and 
we will progress another rung up 
the ladder of annihilating 
fascists and racists. 

GSH 
Leeds 


BECOME A FIGHT 
RACISM! FIGHT 
IMPERIALISM! 
SUPPORTER 


If you are willing to help the 
work which FREI is doing, 
become an FRFI supporter. 


We need more people to sell 
FRFI and to involve others in 
the fightback. We need more 
people writing for FRFI about 
their local struggles and 
campaigns. 

Fillin your name and address 
on the form below, and send 
£5. You will receive a 
supporter card, a year's 
subscription to FRFI and 
details of all our activities in 
your area and nationally 
(Postal orders and cheques 
payable to Larkin 
Publications) 

Name. 


Address. 


Send this form to Larkin 
Publications 
BCM Box 5909 London WC1N 3XX 
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BRITISH ARMY 


SHOOT UNARMED 
REPUBLICAN 


in Derry City on Wednesday 25 August at 4.30pm IRA volunteer 
Eamonn Bradley was shot dead by a British army patrol of the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Anglian Regiment as he was walking home from the 
pub. The shooting was deliberate calculated murder by the British 


army. 
Eamonn Bradley was shot first in the leg 
and then, after he had fallen, he was 
shot in the head. He was unarmed at the 
time. The first RUC statement issued 
was the usual lying rubbish about an 


army patrol being fired on. However 
Load 


POLIO 


there were too many witnesses and 
reluctantly, in. 4 contradictory state- 
ments, the RUC was obliged to tell the 
truth: Eamonn Bradley was unarmed 
when he was murdered by the army. 
Eamonn Bradley was well known and 


OUTB 


respected for the 4 years he spent on the 
blanket protest up to his release from 
Long Kesh concentration camp in April 
this year. Having failed to break him in 
prison, British imperialism murdered 
him outside. FRFI sends its sympathy 
and solidarity to Eamonn Bradley’s 
comrades, family and friends. Such 
imperialist terror will never break the 
Irish people’s will to resist British 
imperialism. 


EAK 


IN WEST BELFAST 


On Sunday 14 August two 
emergency clinics were opened 
in West Belfast following an 
outbreak of polio — the first in 
the Six Counties for five years. 
The background to the outbreak 
is the appalling housing 
conditions in Ballymurphy, a 
nationalist area off the Falls 
Road. 

Ballymurphy is where two-year Martin 
Conlon, who has polio, lives. The area 
also has a high incidence of diarrhoea 
amongst youth, outbreaks of jaundice 


Anti-Rep 


and hepatitis. All these diseases and the 
polio outbreak are connected to the foul 
conditions imposed on the nationalist 
people of Ballymurphy. 

Two estates, in particular, are des- 
cribed by SDLP health spokesman Dr 
Joe Hendron as unfit for humans, The 
flats are rat-infested. There are stagnant 
pools of water caused by burst pipes and 
blocked sewers. In some cases raw sew- 
age has seeped into gardens in the area. 
Small wonder that diarrhoea, jaundice, 
hepatitis and now polio should break 
out amongst the people forced to live in 
these conditions. 


ee 
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Systematic sectarian discrimination, 
without which the Six County statelet 
could not exist, means that nationalist 
workers are more likely to be unem- 
ployed, more likely to live in unfit hous- 
ing and their children more likely to suf- 
fer from, and die from, poverty-related 
diseases. The case of Ballymurphy is 
evidence of the consequences of British 
imperialist rule for the nationalist 
workers in the Six Counties: British 
army/RUC torture and murder, pov- 
erty, disease and death. 


James Martin 


Propaganda & Blackmail 


In addition to the growing use of informers (see page 13) the RUC and 
the British army is expert in the use of anti-Republican propaganda 
and blackmail. This is seen in the case of Mrs Fiona Brown ‘kid- 
napped by the IRA’ according to the RUC and their loyal supporters in 


the press. 

On 9 July Bobby Brown, Fiona Brown’s 
husband, was detained and charged 
with membership of the IRA, A week 
later 16 more people were detained in 
Belfast after a series of searches. for 
arms and ammunition and were to be 
ged with similar ‘offences’. It was 
made known by the ‘authorities’ that 
they had made a ‘significant break- 
hrough’ against the IRA. At about the 
same time as the raids Fiona Brown dis- 
ared. Her mother has since received 
er from her stating that she was well 
d safe. An Phoblacht/Republican 
News states that Fiona Brown, in fact, 
eft her home to escape arrest by the 
RUC and is safe with friends. The RUC 
have allempted to turn this to their 
ge by claiming that she has been 
apped by the IRA and issuing 
housands of posters and leaflets ‘con- 
ed’ about the ‘missing woman’. 
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“The reality of the RUC’s ‘concern’ 
has been exposed by Bobby Brown him- 
self. When he appeared in court Bobby 
Brown withdrew the statement signed 
by him saying that it was signed under 
pressure. This pressure included with- 

olding of medical treatment for his 
hand which was broken during his arrest 
and constant isolation. His statement to 
the court resulted in the immediate rel- 
ease of four prisoners. Bobby Brown 
has also sent a letter out from Crumlin 
Road Prison which decisively exposes 
the hypocrisy and brutality of the RUC: 


‘I would like to take this opportunity 
to put the community right about the 
events concerning my wife’s disap- 
pearance which Jim Prior RUC and 
their string of anti-Republican fol- 
lowers seem very concerned about. | 
am sure that she is being looked after 


alright —better than what I was in 
Castlereagh — 1 am being held hostage 
in the basement wing of Crumlin 
Road Prison by the British Govern- 
ment now from the 16th July in the 
hope that I take their rotten deal... 
Jim Prior made a statement in the 
House of Commons showing concern 
about the safety of my wife and on the 
same day signed a statement holding 
me here for another month. 

1 would like to say that the RUC 
and all their figureheads are only 
using and abusing my wife’s name 
against the IRA for their propaganda 
aims. The ball isinthe RUC’s hands.” 


As we go to press Fiona Brown has ap- 
peared at a Sinn Fein Press Conference 
and confirmed that she left home be- 
cause she feared arrest by the RUC. 
Given the treatment of Bobby Brown 
we are not surprised at her decision at 
all. Once again imperialist anti- 
Republican propaganda and blackmail 
has backfired on the imperialists. 


Sylvia Burns 


BUILDING AN IRISH 
SOLIDARITY 
MOVEMENT 


ONE DAY NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Called by 
North London Irish Solidarity Committee, 
South London Irish Solidarity Committee 


Sponsored by: 
GIFAC, Tyneside Action Committee on Ireland, RCG, 
olf Tone Cumman of Sinn Fein, RCL 


SUNDAY 21 NOVEMBER 9.15—5.30 
Caxton House, St John’s Way, Archway, N19 


SESSIONS ON: 

Solidarity with the Irish Revolution; Irish Prisoners, PTA and 
Police Harassment. Debates and discussion. Local Reports 
Speakers will include 
David Reed (Author of the Communist Tradition on Ireland) 
and Alastair Logan (solicitor with detailed knowledge of the 
PTA and Irish Prisoners). Many others invited 


All welcome 


Delegates fee is £2.50 for employed, £1 for unemployed 
Accommodation, creche and refreshments available. Send now to 
NLISC, Box BM 4835, London WC1N 3XX 


Sponsorship invited from other bodies, committees, etc working in support of 
the Irish struggle 


Belfast 
Anti-Internment March 


Thousands took part in the 
annual anti-internment march in 
Belfast on Sunday 8 August. 
The turn-out demonstrated the 
continuing unbroken spirit of 
the nationalist people. This was 
also shown in the magnificent 
wall paintings seen along the 
route of the march. One such 
painting also showed the 
internationalism of the 
oppressed depicting a PLO 
fedayeen and an IRA volunteer 
jointly holding a rocket- 
launcher. 


This internationalist spirit was also dis- 
played at the rally following the march 
by the presence of a speaker from the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign. This 
speaker was greeted with great enthus- 
iasm by the nationalist. people who 
chanted PLO-IRA! PLO-IRA! 


Belfast wall mural 


This year’s march not only commem- 
orated internment but also the struggle 
of Irish POWs in English jails. A state- 
ment from the H-Blocks drew attention 
to the fight of the POWs in England and 
called fora campaign to win the right of 
repatriation for the POWs. Other 
speakers included Steve Bundred, GLC 
councillor, who called for the with- 
drawal of British troops from Ireland. 
For this he has since been subjected to 
filthy abuse in the British press. 

FRFI supporters from Leeds, Brad- 
ford, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Newcastle took part in the march which 
was led by a delegation organised by 
TOM. 300 copies of FRFI were sold to 
the crowds. 

The march demonstrated once again 
the popular and internationalist charac- 
ter of the Republican struggle to free 
Ireland from British imperialist domi- 
nation. 


Gc 
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